
April 2018 – 150 second history 

 

2018 is a very important year for Langford Community Church because it marks our 150th anniversary.  

In order to celebrate the occasion, the Official Board has decided to take 150 seconds one Sunday each 

month to tell some of the stories of God’s faithfulness to our church.  This morning we’ll look at how 

Langford joined the United Church.   

 

 

The year was 1925.  Our boys were home from the war but a battle was raging in churches around the 

world. 

 

On one side were people who said that Christianity was no more than a way to promote good manners 

and virtuous living in society.  With so many soldiers coming home and so much societal upheaval, these 

people argued that the Church’s job was to promote moral behaviour, first and foremost.  The spiritual 

aspects of the faith were pushed to the side and along with them the authority of the Bible. Sure there 

were good moral examples and valuable life lessons in there but that’s all it was – a collection of 

inspiring human stories. 

 

One the other side were people who were much more concerned about the spiritual aspects of faith – sin 

and redemption, life and death.  They understood that social change could come only after a heart 

change.  These people held to the historical view of the Bible – that the Bible was God’s inspired Word 

which told us all about the redeeming love He showed in Jesus Christ.     

 

Attempting to somehow bridge that divide and hoping to create a ‘national church of Canada,’ three 

Canadian denominations joined forces to become ‘the United Church of Canada.’  

 

The Methodist Church, the Congregational church and 70% of Presbyterians believed that their merger 

could improve the moral lives of Canadians and so they put aside their doctrinal distinctives to form a 

church that would be progressive and open to all. 

 

On June 12, 1925, thousands of delegates crammed into the Mutual St Arena in Toronto to finalize their 

decision and the United Church of Canada was born.  (Reading from the “Basis of Union”). 

 

That decision had a major impact on a lot of churches, including this little village church out in Langford, 

Ontario.  It had started as a Methodist church, but along with so many others in their denomination, they 

joined the union and became Langford United Church.  And so began Langford’s history in the United 

Church of Canada.   

 

What will become of this scrappy little church out in the country? 

And what will happen to the United Church of Canada?  Will they be able to balance both the social good 

of one side and the spiritual good of the other?   

 

We’ll find out – on an upcoming episode of 150 seconds of history. 

 


