
150 SECONDS OF HISTORY 

The year 2018 is a very important year for Langford Community Church it is the 150th 

Anniversary for the present Church and the Church Board has planned several activities to 

celebrate this very important occasion and a 150 second History lesson one Sunday each month 

for the entire year, and this is the first one. 

We’re celebrating 1868 as our 150th anniversary because that’s how our forefathers dated it on 

the cornerstone and the cairn out front.  We know though that there was a church in Langford 

prior to 1868 because there are written reports of the Plank Rd. Church reaching all the way 

back to 1851.  There is also knowledge of a church before then.  

Church back then would have looked a lot different than it does now.  Langford was originally 

served by saddle bag preachers, who would ride from town to town to share the Good News 

about Jesus, staying overnight for periods of time with families who lived in the area.   

Plank Road church was on the Ancaster Circuit, along with Cainsville, Lincoln, Lanes, Shavers, 

Onondaga, Middleport, and New England.  The Ancaster Circuit was in charge of evaluating the 

theological and personal calibre of these preachers and they were tested and renewed 

annually.  According to the minutes of the fourth circuit board meeting of the year held at Plank 

Road Church on May 7, 1859 where the renewal of the local preachers licences were discussed, 

Quote “the character of each of the local brethren was carefully investigated and discipline was 

carried out when needed.  Phillip Lane, William Lane, John Patton and Richard Young had their 

licences unanimously renewed, but some preachers were granted licenses only as long as 

certain conditions were in place.  For example: Quote “It was resolved unanimously that 

Brother William Sylvester receive his licence as an exhorter if he totally abstain from 

intoxicating beverages.”   

The Board Meeting held at Cainsville Church August 13, 1859 advised each Church of their 

share of the annual expenses, Plank Rd. Church share was $75.00. The Annual provision for the 

pastor included Children’s Fund $37.00, Rent & Taxes $44.00, Traveling Expense $20.00, Horse 

Keeping $40.00, Family Allowance $140.00, Fuel $30.00 and Salary $240.00 for a total of 

$551.00. 

The Church Membership at Plank Road Church in 1860 numbered 46 and some of the family 

names included Westbrook, Starr, Barton, Langs, Vanderlip, Day and Dick.  Often times, church 

services would be held in these family homes with the preacher coming to lead the worship 

service and teaching.  By 1851, a formal church building was in place with the name I’ve been 

calling it all along – Plank Road Church. 



The church got its name from this road in front of the Church - planks six feet long were laid 

side by side and the horses and stage coaches and buggies rode on them with very little 

suspension.  It would not have been a smooth ride. 

In a way, that road is a fitting metaphor for our church.  Over 150 years, the transition from 

Plank Road Church as it was back then, to Langford Community Church as we know it now, was 

not always a smooth ride.  But we always know the journey is worth it, because God is with us 

every step of the way. 
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