
150 SECONDS OF HISTORY – February 4, 2018 

2018 is a very important year for Langford Community Church because it marks our 150th 

anniversary.  In order to celebrate the occasion, the Official Board has decided to take 150 

seconds one Sunday each month to tell some of the stories of God’s faithfulness to our church. 

151 years ago there was a wood frame building in the community, established by people who 

had been ministered to by the saddle bag preachers on the local circuit.  On May 4th, 1867, the 

district board met at Cainsville church and agreed the time was right to build a new brick 

building to serve the church.  Edward Vanderlip donated land for the church to be built on.  Mr. 

John Day, Mr. Samuel Ervin, and Mr. Wilkerson Westbrook were appointed to be the building 

committee for the new Plank Road (Wesleyan Methodist) Church.  They were given an 

allowance of $770.00 to start the building project.  The Plank Road church became Langford 

Church in the 1880’s.   

The Church was built in 1868 and dedicated to the Lord’s Service on February 28, 1869.  The 

records show that it was a beautiful day, with good sleighing weather.  Remember, at this time, 

there were no cars, and so everyone would have been coming by horse and sleigh.   

There were 3 services that day.  The first one was at 10am and it was led by Reverend H. F. 

Bland of Dundas.  The afternoon service was conducted by Reverend C Freshman of Galt and 

the evening service was taken by Reverend Joel Briggs of Welland.  Imagine travelling all that 

distance by horse drawn sleigh!  The afternoon service had a fitting theme – Psalm 84 – “how 

lovely is Your dwelling place, oh LORD almighty.”  Each of the three services was filled to 

capacity.  The next day, a tea meeting was held and the church was again packed.  

A report on the dedication service describes the church like this:  

“The church is built of brick: size, 30 X 40 feet, with portico in front.  The pulpit and altar are 

beautifully carpeted and the aisles are covered with cocoa matting.  The pulpit is low and of a 

modern style; its seat is nicely cushioned.  A neat oak table and two cane-bottom chairs stand 

inside the communion railing.  A handsome chandelier with four lamps is suspended from the 

centre of the ceiling.  On the sides of the church are four lamps, hung in neat bronzed brackets, 

while two large and beautiful lamps stand on the pulpit.  The windows are all frosted.  On the 

whole, we have seldom seen a neater or better finished church of its size.  It is certainly an 

ornament to the neighbourhood and a credit to the circuit.”1 

$910 had been pledged while the church was being built and donations coming from the 

services and the tea meeting, brought the total up to $1,225.  Within ten days, the final $105 

                                                           
1 From “The Christian Guardian,” April 14, 1869, p. 59, col. 2  /  IMG 7010 on Library’s My Passport drive. 



were raised and the Plank Road church was built and paid for.  The total cost of the church was 

$1330.00 which today would be about $26 000 CDN (21000 USD). 

God worked through the generosity of the community to establish a permanent place to 

worship. 

 

 

 

 

  


