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Show God’s goodness * Matthew 5:15-17 
Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone * October 2, 2016 
 
How many of you can remember these?  Magic eye puzzles.  I don’t see them all that often any 
more but boy these things were popular not that long ago.   
 
For anybody who hasn’t seen one before, here’s how it works.  You take this patterned image 
and hold it right up to your nose and then you stare at it for a while.  Then you very slowly 
move the image paper away from your face and squint your eyes just so and then magically this 
image will pop out at you.  I remember being with people who would look at it and take a 
couple tries and then suddenly they’d say – “I see it!  I see it!”  And they’d be all excited about 
this magical image that they’d just seen.   
 
Now personally, I think the whole thing was a hoax to make people like me look silly – I could 
never make it work.  How many of you have actually made it work?   And this is not an 
elaborate scheme that only some people know about?!? 
 
Even though it’s never worked for me, I have to admit, it is a pretty neat trick – you look at this 
image and it allows you to see something within it. 
 
In a sense, that’s a pretty appropriate metaphor for our Christian lives, isn’t it?  When people 
look at us, we are to show them God’s goodness.  That’s one of our purposes as followers of 
Jesus – we exist to show God to the world.  This is week three in our mission statement series – 
what’s our mission statement?  Know – Grow – Show – Share – that’s right.  And today we want 
to look at the third one – we exist to reveal God to the world – that when they look at us, they 
would see Christ.   
 
Now rather than taking one particular text to explore in detail, I want to survey with you a 
number of Bible passages that confirm that yes indeed we ought to show God to the world.  I 
think that there are tonnes of ways in which we are called to show God to the world, so I just 
picked three big ones, and if you can think of other ways, I’d love to hear them afterwards.  
 
But here’s the organizing thought for this morning –  
 
We show God to the world through Christ-like love, generous action and moral integrity. 
 
We show God to the world through Christ-like love, generous action and moral integrity. 
 
Let’s look at the first one – we show God to the world through Christ-like love. 
 
Join me at John 13:34.  John 13:34 – how many of you guessed I would go here?  Here’s Jesus – 
He’s gathered with His closest followers for His last meal because He knows that He will very 
soon lay down His life to redeem them so He gives them these final words to live by - verse 34 –  
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34 "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another. 
 35 By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another" (Joh 13:34-36 
NIV). 
 
God wants us to reveal Him to the world through Christ-like love.   
 
Let’s take it a clause at a time –  
 
“As I have loved you” – How did Jesus love us?  John, who wrote down this account gives us 
some commentary over in his first letter – he echoes Jesus here in 1 John 3:16 saying  
 
16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay 
down our lives for our brothers. 
 
Paul puts it like this is Romans 5 –  
 
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
This is how Jesus loved us – when we had no interest in Him, when we didn’t deserve it, when 
we had no way in our own strength to pay back the debt of sin, Jesus laid down His life so we 
could be forgiven.  Jesus gave Himself, out of love, for the benefit of others, even others who 
spurned Him. 
 
That’s how Jesus loved us – and that’s how Jesus calls us to love one another. 
 
“As I have loved you, in that same manner you must love one another.” 
 
That’s a big call isn’t it?  Love others sacrificially.  But do you see what the motivation is?  When 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  God chose not to hold us accountable for our offenses 
against Him and chose instead to bear the cost Himself.  Now that He has shown us what love is 
and guaranteed to us eternity with Him, He simply calls us to follow in His footsteps, loving 
others the way He loved us.   
 
And there’s a purpose to that, isn’t there?  Verse 35 – “by this, all men will know that you are 
my disciples, if you love one another.”    
 
Christ-like love between members of the church shows people outside of the church what God 
is like.  The point is not simply that they would know that we are Jesus’ disciples, but that AS 
Jesus’ disciples, we have been so changed by an act of unconditional, boundless love, that we 
are willing to extend unconditional and boundless love to others.   
 
This has always been a way that the Church has shown God to the world.  In the fourth century, 
the church father Tertullian reported that when Roman pagans looked in on the church 
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community, they would say “See how they love one another…how they are ready even to die 
for one another” and many people were drawn to God because they saw His goodness in the 
lives of His followers. 
 
I think that we are doing pretty well on this.  When I was candidating as pastor here, I asked 
around to see what you were like as a church – and I heard really encouraging things – good, 
salt of the earth people; really friendly and welcoming.  And I didn’t hear this – they’re always 
arguing amongst themselves.  There’s this one family that controls everything and if you don’t 
do it their way, you’re toast.  They sing real sweet out in that country chapel of theirs but you 
talk to them and they’re bitter as Buckley’s cough syrup.  Churches can be like that can’t they?  
And what picture of God do they show to the world?   
 
But my experience here has been that you are willing to show Christ-like love to each other and 
even to those outside the church.  I’ve seen you put on so many funeral meals, I know that you 
spend time checking in on each other – I don’t know what goes on behind closed doors, but I’ve 
never heard anyone grumble while doing it. 
 
And people notice.  I can’t tell you the number of times that I’ve had people come to me after a 
memorial service here to say ‘we were really impressed with your church’s hospitality.’  They 
see that our love for one another is consistent with the love that underlies our faith – so let’s 
keep it up.   
 
We show God to the world through Christ-like love. 
 
We also show God to the world through generous action. 
 
That’s the point of Jesus’ city on a hill, lamp on a stand saying isn’t it? – join me at Matthew 5, 
verse 14 –  
 
14 "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 
 15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and 
it gives light to everyone in the house. 
 16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and 
praise your Father in heaven (Mat 5:14-16 NIV). 
 
Let me make three observations here –  
 
1.  First, like a city on a hill and a lamp on a stand, we light up the darkness.  Have you ever 
been driving at night in the country and looked in towards Brantford to see a pink glow in the 
sky?  I remember in high school getting turned around and lost on a country road and just 
looking for the glow in the sky – drive in that direction!  A city on a hill stands out.  A lamp in a 
dark room stands out.  In the same way, God intends for us to stand out from the culture 
around us.   
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2. Second, we light up the darkness by doing good.  We don’t glow with light like a lamp does, 
but we light up the world by doing good deeds, by acting generously.  Now the point of these 
good deeds is not to earn God’s favour – He has already generously given us that - so we act 
generously in return. 
 
3. My third observation is the purpose for that generous action - We light up the darkness by 
doing good order to reveal God – to show that He is good and worthy of praise.  Look at verse 
16 – ‘let your light shine before men so that seeing your good deeds, they will realize that GOD 
is good.’  Our generous actions are meant to cause people to praise God.   
 
Now in the past, I probably would have stopped there, but it struck me this week, in a way that 
never has before, that Jesus has included a rhetorical device here to push us to follow up on 
this. 
 
Look at verse 15 – neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl – you put it on a 
stand.   
You know that right – you don’t light a candle and then put a frying pan over it – that would be 
silly!  
By including that statement, Jesus implies that it would be just silly for us not to shine; just as 
silly as a lamp with a blanket over it is a Christian who fails to reveal God by his actions. You 
light a candle – you let it shine.  You follow Jesus?  You let it shine. 
 
Jesus calls us here to say – ‘This little light of mine, I’m gonna light it shine.” 
 
Now how do we apply this?  How do we act generously so that people will see God’s goodness? 
 
Well, first off, I think people need to know that you are motivated by God’s lavish, unending 
love.  Right?  For them to see God’s goodness in your actions, they need to know that you are 
motivated by God’s love.  Do your neighbours and friends and co-workers know that you are a 
child of God?  Or do they assume that you are just being nice because you’re a nice guy or gal?  
Look for inconspicuous ways to let people know that your good deeds are inspired by the God 
who is good. 
 
From there, there are all sorts of ways to act generously so big and some small. 
 
I had an email this week from John and Alysse Stavropoulous – they’re the young couple that 
was here in March to tell us about their plan to go to Mozambique to work on translating that 
Bible into a new language; they’re getting settled in and have rented a house.  That’s a big 
generous action, but just as valuable as the generous actions that you are doing here –  
 
I see people serving at Why Not, people itching to go to help at Samaritan’s purse with 
shoeboxes, I see people eager to prepare meals and help one another out. 
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And it’s not just these mission-y things that are generous actions that reveal the goodness of 
God.  George and Lily, as you take care of your grand-daughter and great-granddaughter, those 
generous actions reveal the goodness of God. 
Al and Mary, when you take Vinny to the clinic, and care for your grandkids, you are revealing 
the goodness of God.   
 
We show God to the world through generous action.   
And we also show God to the world through moral integrity. 
 
Not just doing good, but being good.   
 
See it’s possible to do good things in a really miserable way - you could go to Why Not and 
volunteer all year long but spend the whole time grumbling about it and insisting on your own 
way and you’d leave the people behind you saying ‘if that’s what Christians are like, I never 
want to be one.’   
 
So Paul calls us in the letter to the Philippians to shine our light in a way that is consistent with 
God’s goodness – Philippians 2:14 –  
 
14 Do everything without complaining or arguing, 
 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and 
depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe… 
 
Do you see, he picks up that shining language again to say – be a light – act with such virtue and 
character that you stand out - that you shine – in the midst of your peers.   
 
We show God to the world through moral integrity. 
 
Peter brings that out too in his first letter –  
 
14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in 
ignorance. 
 15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 
 16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy" (1 Peter 1:14-16) 
 
And then later in chapter four –  
 
3 For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do--living in 
debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 
 4 They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of debauchery, 
and they heap abuse on you. (1Pe 4:3-4 NIV). 
 
A saving relationship with God means that you have been changed by God. 
You don’t do the sinful things that you used to do. 
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The New Living Translation puts 1 Peter 3 verse 4 in a way that I think really drives home Peter’s 
point – “Your former friends are surprised when you no longer plunge into the flood of wild and 
destructive things they do” (1Pe 4:4 NLT).   
 
They will see you adhering to a higher moral standard and wonder what’s going on.  They may 
even be drawn to faith through your moral integrity.  In fact in 1 Peter 3, Peter actually 
anticipates that unbelieving husbands may be drawn to Christ through the purity and reverence 
of their believing wives.    
 
How should we apply this in our lives?  Strive for holiness.  Be the person in your family or 
workplace or school or neighbourhood who is not willing to operate in the moral grey zones – 
be known for your moral integrity because through that we show God’s goodness to the world.   
  
As we close, I want to bring you back to the magic eye puzzles we started with.  I think from the 
various passages that we’ve looked at this morning that as a church and as believers, we need 
to show God’s goodness to the world – through our Christ-like love, through our generous 
actions, through our moral integrity.   
 
Now, here’s the question –  
 
When they look at us as a church, do people need to scrunch up their eyes and squint and 
wrinkle their nose and hold their tongues just so as my grandma used to say to see the 
goodness of God?  Are we like a magic eye puzzle that obscures God’s goodness, or do we shine 
it, clearly and visibly? 
 
Admittedly, I’m a little biased – I’m quite proud of you all.  I can see you acting with Christ-like 
love, welcoming one another with open arms, doing good and being good and so, while there’s 
always room for growth, I think that as church we are really well poised to show the goodness 
of God to the world.   
 
Now to do that, we need to take it one step further, to the question that only you and God can 
answer – when people look at you, do they need to scrunch up the eyes and squint and stand 
on their heads to see the goodness of God, or is it clearly on display in your life?   
 
We exist to show the goodness of God to the world – let’s do it.    
 
 
Live such good lives among [your unbelieving neighbours] that, though they accuse you of 
doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. (1Pe 2:12 
NIV). 
 


