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Share God’s good news and good gifts * 2 Corinthians 5 & 9 
Thanksgiving * October 09, 2016 * Langford Church * Graham Gladstone 
 
It being Thanksgiving weekend, I’m sure that a lot of people are taking a moment to think about the 
things that they are thankful for.  If we could quantify all the things that we have to be thankful for – like 
bake a pie to represent each of our blessings - I’m sure that we could fill this room with all the good 
things that God has shared with us.   
 
And as Christians, there are two big things that sit atop our pile – God’s redeeming love for us while we 
were sinners and His constant, faithful provision – that is - His good news and His good gifts.  Those are 
tremendous blessings that we have to be thankful for.   
 
Now I want to borrow something I’ve seen at weddings in the last few years to say this – the best things 
in life are meant to be shared.  And that’s applies to us too.  The best things in our lives are meant to be 
shared. 
 
God’s good news is meant to be shared. 
God’s good gifts are meant to be shared. 
 
And I want to look with you this morning to see that Jesus’ self-giving action on the cross is our 
motivation to share them both.  Jesus gave Himself for us so that we could share His good news with 
others and Jesus gave Himself for us so that we could share His good gifts with others.     
 
Let’s look at the first one – Jesus gave Himself for us so we could share the good news with others – and 
to do that, let’s turn to 2 Corinthians.  Now the neat thing for us about second Corinthians is the fact 
that in the course of his letter, Paul calls his audience to share the good news and he calls his audience 
to share God’s god gifts, and in both cases, he roots that call in what Jesus has already done.  Paul never 
says – buck up, stand firm, reach deep in yourself and share these gifts to earn God’s favour.  The 
motivation for sharing is always found in what Jesus did on the Cross. 
 
In 2 Corinthians 5, Paul calls us to share the good news – the Gospel - and verse 21 gives us the 
motivation -  
 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.   
 
That’s good news!  That’s good news worth sharing! 
 
Why is that good news? 
 
Well, let’s look at the context, starting at verse 17 – 
 
17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come! 
 
The old what?   
 
Paul is talking about our old nature, isn’t he?  Before we knew Jesus, this was our state – dead in sin, 
doing whatever it was that made us feel good.  Adam and Eve refused to listen to God and every human 
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being from then on has done the same.  We all turn away from God and do what’s right in our own eyes.  
This sin separates us from God. 
 
Now some people think that’s no big deal, or they find all sorts of ways to justify themselves but the fact 
is, we are accountable to God for what we do in that old nature.  Just look up to verse 10 -  
 
10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due 
him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad (2Co 5:10 NIV).   
 
People are right when they say that God is perfect love, but He’s also perfect justice – if you rebel 
against God who made you and loves you perfectly, justice must be done.  We all stand guilty of turning 
away from God and so face eternity separated from God.  Our immortal souls face eternal judgment. 
 
But this is where the good news kicks in!  The old has gone!  The new has come!  What exactly does that 
mean?  Verse 18 -  
 
18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 
reconciliation: [namely] 
 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men's sins against them. And he 
has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 
 
This is the good news – even though we were dead in sin, separated from God, unwilling, unable to 
confess our need for God, He got to work, reconciling the world to Himself – how? – by not counting our 
sin against us.  My decision to ignore the God who created me and loved me perfectly?  God chose to 
not count that sin against me.    How is that possible?  Verse 21 –  
 
God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 
 
This is the great exchange that we talked about a couple weeks back.  Jesus was divine, perfect, sinless, 
blameless and yet on the Cross, God mysteriously made Jesus to be sin.  God held Jesus accountable for 
the sin that we had committed, so that we could be forgiven and be made righteous and worthy of God.  
That’s good news.  God brought us back to Himself at His own cost.   
 
When we trust Jesus and receive this blessing, we are renewed – the old is gone, the new has come.  We 
are forgiven and embraced by God who promises us eternal life with Him.   
 
That’s good news – and Jesus gave Himself so that we would share that good news with others. 
 
Look at verse 20 –  
 
20 We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We 
implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to God. 
 
He’s already said it in verses 18 and 19 - God gave us this message of reconciliation – now here he drives 
home the point – We are Christ’s ambassadors, speaking as though it was God Himself speaking to you.  
We have good news to share and we are called to tell it as if God Himself was speaking.   
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And the message is simple - be reconciled to God. 
 
See, God has gone to work to redeem us.  The sinless Son of God became sin – He died on the Cross to 
so we could become His righteousness, but we still have to respond.   
 
Jesus’ death on the Cross is of no benefit to you if you have not trusted God to make you right with Him.   
 
Have you made a personal commitment to follow Jesus, trusting Him to reconcile you to God?  If you 
haven’t, you can pray today, ‘God, thank You for not counting my sin against me.  Jesus, thank You for 
taking my place.  I turn from my sin, please forgive me and lead me from this day on.’  
 
If you have prayed like that, then the old is gone, the new is come!  You are a new creation!  Your sins 
are forgiven!  Eternal life is yours!  And you have the privilege of sharing that good news with others, so 
that they might be reconciled to God too!   
 
I recognize that it can be intimidating to share your faith, but I do want to ask a question that has always 
challenged me.  If you try some new restaurant and find that it’s delicious, do you hesitate to tell 
someone about it?  I was really impressed with the service we got from the people who brought the 
bouncy castle to the fun fair and I wouldn’t hesitate to recommend them to anyone who asked.   
 
Why is it then that I find it hard to share the best thing in my life – that God loved me, even when I was a 
sinner, and reconciled me to Himself? 
 
That has always challenged me and two things have been helpful for me.  First – is to ask - IS that really 
the best thing in my life?  Is the Gospel, the great exchange, the good news really the best thing in my 
life?  The closer I get to that, the easier it is to share.  The second is this - reflecting on what Jesus did for 
me.  He became sin.  He took my garbage, and He willingly went to the Cross, to die, so that I could be 
restored to the loving Heavenly Father.  He willingly went to the Cross, to die, to restore my neighbour, 
friend, co-worker to God – they need to know it.  That motivates me to share.   
 
And given that this is our final mission statement sermon, I do want to point out that not only do we as 
individuals have a part to play in sharing the good news, but we as a church have maybe an even bigger 
part to play.   
 
When Jesus gave the Great Commission, did He say it to an individual – Go into all the world and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them to obey everything I’ve commanded?  No – He 
said it to the Church.  He said it to a group.  Jesus never intended that we would share His good news 
alone.  And when I think about it, no single person is responsible for bringing me to faith – rather, it was 
a complex web of people seeking to live faithful lives.  I heard the Gospel and I saw a variety of people 
living it out in a variety of life circumstances and THAT’s what brought me to faith.  The Church brought 
me to faith.  I’ve heard it said it takes 7-13 interactions before a person will act on a message and I 
believe it.   
 
That’s why I want to encourage you to invite people to church.  That’s why I try to include a Gospel 
invitation with some frequency, because I want you to feel comfortable inviting people here to hear 
good news and experience that good news lived out in the lives of the Church here.  If there is some 
reason that you’re not comfortable inviting people here, tell me, so that we can remove whatever 
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obstacles there are to sharing the good news as a church because that’s one of the main reasons we 
exist.   
 
Jesus gave Himself for us so that we could share His good news with others. 
 
Jesus also gave Himself for us so that we could share His good gifts with others.   
 
Flip over to chapter 8 – second Corinthians chapter 8, verse 9 and here again, Paul, knowing he is going 
to call us to share God’s good gifts with us, roots that call in Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross – verse 9 -  
 
9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich. (2Co 8:9 NIV). 
 
Think about that – the son of a king has enormous wealth at his disposal.  I did a little poking around on 
the internet – and you know how reliable the internet is – but I did come up with these numbers.  Prince 
Charles – reportedly worth 210 mil.  Prince William – reportedly worth 40 mil.  This isn’t exactly the 
same, but I read in Macleans that when little Prince George was born, he generated 470 million dollars 
in sales for British retailers (http://www.macleans.ca/society/banking-on-a-baby-what-a-new-princess-
means-for-the-economy/).   
 
Royalty and riches go together.  And if that’s true for Charles and William and George, how much more 
for the Son of the King of the Universe – who owns everything?   
 
9 I have no need of a bull from your stall or of goats from your pens, 
 10 for every animal of the forest is mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills. 
 11 I know every bird in the mountains, and the creatures of the field are mine. (Psa 50:9-11 NIV). 
 
Jesus was rich beyond measure, and yet Jesus gave it all up, didn’t He?  He left the splendour of Heaven 
and willingly became poor – (foxes have dens and birs have nests but the Son of Man has no place to lay 
His head) Matthew 8:20-  lost His life as a common criminal – all to make us rich!  To make us sons and 
daughters of the King. 
 
And not only are those blessings in the spiritual realm, but in the material realm too – God faithfully 
gives good gifts to us.   
 
Now, just like the good news, God’s good gifts are meant to be shared and Paul calls us to that as he 
continues.  Chapters 8 and 9 are really a case study in sharing God’s good gifts but for simplicity’s sake, 
let’s focus our attention and start at chapter 9, verse 7.  2 Corinthians 9 verse 7 –  
 
Paul starts to apply his assertion that since Christ became poor to make us rich, we should share our 
wealth - 
 
7 Each one should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver. 
 8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work. 
 9 As it is written: "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." 

http://www.macleans.ca/society/banking-on-a-baby-what-a-new-princess-means-for-the-economy/
http://www.macleans.ca/society/banking-on-a-baby-what-a-new-princess-means-for-the-economy/
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 10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store 
of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 
 11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion,  
 
Did you notice, Paul has essentially said that same thing three times over?  You will be made rich in 
every way so that you can be generous on every occasion – that’s  verse 11 – v. 8 – God will make sure 
you have what you need so you will abound in every good work (the good work of giving).  And V. 10 – 
He will supply you and enlarge your harvest of righteousness – three times now we hear – God provides 
for us so that we will share with others.  One commentator writes ‘When God gives us our resources, 
God gives us more than we need, not so that we can have more, but so that we can give more to others.  
God does not bestow material blessings so that one can hoard them for oneself or withdraw from others 
but so that they might be shared with others’ (Garland, New American Commentary, 408). 
 
Because, three things happen when we share God’s gifts – let’s pick it up at verse 11 –  
 
You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion and through us your 
generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.  (That’s the first thing that happens – thanksgiving). 
 12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people (that’s the second 
thing – provision) but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. (There’s thanksgiving 
again).   
 13 Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience 
that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ (and there’s the third – authentication - we 
demonstrate that we really do trust God).  Verse 14 
 
and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 
 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has 
given you.  15 Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! (2Co 9:7-15 NIV).  Fitting that he ends with 
thanks. 
 
So when we share God’s good gifts, thanksgiving happens.  By sharing what God has given us, we show 
that God is worthy of praise and he receives thanks.  I’m always struck when the Compassion child we 
sponsor sends letters saying ‘I thank God for you and your gift to us.’  We give and God gets thanks. 
 
Second, provision – God works through us to provide for others.  When we pray ‘give us this day our 
daily bread’, God doesn’t always answer it directly – for some people, God provides daily bread through 
the food back, through Friendship House, through Why Not.  God intends to work through us to provide 
for others. 
 
And third, authentication – when we give away what we have, the way Christ did when He became poor 
to make us rich, we show that we really believe that we can trust God.  We demonstrate that not only 
do we talk the talk, but we also walk the walk.  We show not only that God is trustworthy, but also that 
He is good.   
 
I like how David Garland puts it -  
 
When we have been the beneficiaries of such undeserved grace, how can true Christians shut their 
hearts or purses to brothers and sisters in need or begrudge every penny they may share with others? 
(Garland, 376).   
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God has given us good gifts and I am incredibly grateful to be a part of a congregation that is intentional 
about sharing those gifts with others.   
 
Now this of course is our final sermon on our mission statement and I hope that it has been helpful for 
you to refine your thinking about what we do here at Langford.  I want each of us to think about how we 
can make sure that all that we do helps us and others to know God, grow in Him, Show His goodness 
and Share His good news and His good gifts.   
 
As we conclude, I want to give you to final ways to apply today’s message, and they have to do with 
these cans. 
 
Here’s the first one – last week, I invited you to bring canned goods for today and here’s what I want 
you to do.  In our response song, I want to give you the chance to offer those gifts to God with 
thanksgiving.  I’ve asked the youth to collect them during our response song, and I invite you to give 
them, with thanksgiving, trusting God to provide for you and knowing that God is going to work through 
your act of sharing to provide for others. 
 
That’s the first one, here’s the second one -  
 
Do you remember when Coke had a marketing campaign that went like this – Share a Coke – and they 
matched that with bottles in stores with peoples names on it.  You could sort through the bin of Cokes 
at the store and find the one with a special name on it – I never did find one with any of my family on it 
– although we did buy one as a thank you for one of Ben’s teachers.   
 
I want to borrow from Coke to say this – Jesus died to reconcile your friends and family and neighbours 
and co-workers to God, to deliver their eternal souls from judgment – share good news with them.  Coke 
wanted you to personalize it, and I’d like to do the same thing – who will you share the good news with?  
Let’s spend some time praying for them.   
 
Let’s pray.   
 
 


