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The fallen dragon * Revelation 12 
Sunday, October 30, 2016 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 
 
It started at the beginning of October.  Pumpkins appeared on people’s front steps, and then 
came the spider webs, and the fake gravestones and then came the ghouls – the scary grim 
reaper things with skeleton faces and long flowing robes that twists in the wind.  It’s led to some 
interesting conversations in our household; Ben wondering – why do people put those there?  
And I wonder the same thing – why do people put those ghastly, devilish things out in front of 
their houses?   
 
I suppose they think it will be scary and maybe a little fun for kids on Halloween, but I can’t help 
but wonder at the inconsistency of it – by hanging a goblin out on the porch, they are implicitly 
saying ‘I can imagine that an evil spiritual being could exist and if it did, it would be scary – that’s 
why I’m decorating for Halloween with it – cause it’s inherently scary.  But I’m decorating with it, 
not fearing it, because evil spiritual beings can’t possibly exist.’  I can imagine that if such things 
existed, they would be scary, but I can’t imagine that possibly could be real. 
 
But what if they were real?  What if those goblins and ghouls on our neighbour’s porches were 
actually visible counterparts of spiritual beings that exist and work in the world?  And what if 
Satan’s plan was to distract us with ghoulish things so that we would ignore the ways he’s really 
working, attempting to disrupt God’s plans in the world?  
 
That’s exactly how C. S. Lewis imagines Satan working in “Screwtape letters” – fictional - “Get 
them to believe that the devil is an impish little dolt with red horns a pitchfork and a body suit or 
the equivalent of a Dollar Store grim reaper and they’ll laugh and just ignore the spiritual side of 
evil.  Then, my boy, you can get some real work done.”    
 
I have always resisted the religious extreme of seeing devils around every corner, and I’m not 
going to go there today, but the other extreme, just pretending there is no spiritual evil, is 
equally dangerous.  Our passage for this morning gives us a good opportunity to talk in a 
responsible way about these issues – is Satan real?  Should we fear him?  Are there things scarier 
than the goblins on our neighbour’s lawn? 
 
I want to invite you to join me in Revelation 12, Revelation 12.  Now I admit that there is A LOT 
going on the book of Revelation and we’re just sort of parachuting in to the middle here for the 
next four weeks, but I’ve seen this over and again in my commentaries lately – chapters 12 to 14 
are consistently seen as the theological centre and key to understanding the whole book 
(Thomas, 100; Connelly 177; Keener, 312; Duvall, 160; Beale, 621). 
 
Revelation is literally ‘the revelation of Jesus’ and in chapter 1, verse 1, we learn that God has 
given it to His servants, so that we will see what must soon take place, that is, what God intends 
to do in the final days of this age.  It’s about what is to come, about judgments, about plagues, 
about perseverance, about rewards and resurrection – all things that are to come.   
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Right in the middle though, Chapters 12-14, there’s a pause, and God shows us what has been.  
Revelation has been motoring through ‘this is what is to come’ and then in chapter 12, there is a 
pause to talk about the whole of world history.   
 
In Chapter 12, it’s as if God has pulled back the curtain to reveal what has been happening in the 
spiritual realm behind every world event that has ever taken place.   
As George Ladd put it – “This is not a vision of an event which is to take place at the end; it is a 
vision in highly imaginative terms of the heavenly warfare between God and Satan, which has its 
counterpart in history in the conflict between the church and demonic evil” (Ladd, 166).  What 
we are about to hear is an archetypal, macro-level metanarrative – a big-picture account that 
describes the spiritual history of world.   
 
John’s vision of spiritual world history breaks down into three episodes, so we’ll look at them one 
by one.  Join me at chapter 12, verse 1 for Episode one. 
 
A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon 
under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 
 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 
 
Isn’t Revelation fun  ? 
 
So John looks, and a great and wondrous sign appeared – a sign being something that points 
beyond itself to a deeper reality – this sign is a woman in the heavens - a woman, clothed with 
the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head.  She is a sign, in 
the form of a woman who points to a deeper reality, so who is this woman?  What does she 
represent?  We hear later that she gives birth to a male child, who will rule the nations – Jesus - 
so many people, especially Catholics, take this to mean that this woman represents Mary.  That’s 
why you may have seen pictures or statues of Mary with a crown of stars on her head.  If John 
had simply seen a ‘woman’ – ‘a great and wondrous woman appeared in the heavens,’ I might be 
inclined to say it was Mary, but remember that the woman is a sign and a sign points to 
something else.  As we read on in the chapter, we will find that there is a better explanation for 
who this woman is.  Let me show you. 
 
We have one clue – she produces Jesus.  Here’s another - What do you make of the sun, and the 
moon and the stars imagery?  Have we heard that before in the Bible?  Do you remember 
Joseph, back at home with his parents and having dreams that infuriated this brothers?  Sheaves 
bowing down to mine.  And then there was a second dream – ‘hey mom and dad … "I had [this] 
dream, and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me" (Gen 37:9 
NIV).  That’s a second clue.  This woman has something to do with the promises God made to 
Abraham, to Isaac, to Jacob and his twelve sons – Joseph being one of his sons.  That’s our 
second clue.  
 
Quickly slide down to verse 17 – we hear that sun-moon-star woman has other children - Then 
the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her 
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offspring--those who obey God's commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus (Rev 12:17 
NIV).   
 
So Jesus is not this woman’s only child; she has also produced the entire population of those 
who obey God and trust Jesus.   
 
So now we have three clues – Jesus, promises through Abraham and sons, mother to those who 
believe -   This is the personification of faithful Israel – the woman represents the entirety of 
God’s faithful people who lived before Jesus.  Jesus came from them.  The Abrahamic promises 
flow through them.  We who believe are descended from them, having been grafted into their 
lineage.  The woman is a sign to represent God’s faithful people.  And she’s pregnant.   
 
Verse 3 - Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and 
ten horns and seven crowns on his heads.  A grotesque sight, right?  (I haven’t told Julie yet but 
I’m halfway tempted to build a paper mache version of this thing and put it on my front porch 
for Halloween – see what people say.  You want scary??)  The horns represent power, the 
crowns represent a kind of authority.  Fortunately, we don’t have to guess at what this sign 
represents – verse 9 tells us that – “the great dragon is that ancient serpent called the devil, or 
Satan, who leads the whole world astray (Rev 12:9 NIV).  This is Satan.   
 
Verse 4 
 
 4 His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth.  (This could be a 
reference to fallen angels, although it’s just a possible that it is simply to show how destructive 
this dragon is). 
 
 The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour 
her child the moment it was born. (Rev 12:3-4 NIV). 
 
5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. (That’s 
Jesus).   
 
If the dragon can take out the child before He grows into a leader, then he will win.  That’s the 
plot of Terminator 2 right there. Defeat the child, then you win.  But what happens? 
 
And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne.   
 
Satan never had a chance.  Just like that – as it were – God snatched Him up.  Jesus was 
protected.  He did what He had to do – life, ministry, death on the Cross, resurrection, ascension 
– Satan never had a chance.   
 
 6 The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken 
care of for 1,260 days. (Rev 12:5-6 NIV).   
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I want to come back to that in a minute because that sets the stage for ‘episode 3’ so let’s just 
recap episode 1.  Let’s summarize it like this: The dragon attacks the child, but God prevails.  
Right?  Satan would have loved to snuff Jesus out as a child – isn’t that what Herod’s massacre of 
the two year old boys was about? – but God preserved His child and Satan’s attack failed.  The 
dragon attacked the child, but God prevailed.   
 
Episode 2 –  
 
Verse 7 – 
 
7 And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 
dragon and his angels fought back.  (The dragon’s angels MAY be the stars swept from heaven in 
verse 3 – Michael is the archangel who appears a few times in Scripture as the guardian of God’s 
people) – we have a picture here of Satan attempting to storm heaven, to usurp God’s throne.   
 
Now there are lots of godly people who differ on when this happened – did this happen before 
the Creation of the world, at the Cross, is it something yet to happen?  I’m inclined to think that 
it corresponds to the Cross, and I’ll tell you why in a minute, but given that this is apocalyptic 
literature, it’s fair to say that God is not so concerned that we know when it happened as He is 
concerned that we know THAT it happened.  When the battle takes place is not nearly as 
important as outcome.   
 
Satan attempted to overthrow God but here’s what happened – verse 8. 
 
 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 
 
 9 The great dragon was hurled down--that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads 
the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 
 
I expect that that happened at the Cross – Satan probably thought that he got gotten the better 
of God – the son of God, slaughtered on the Cross, but then Easter came and the devil was 
tossed out.  Otherwise, I’m not sure what to make of verse 10 –  
 
 10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: "Now have come the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Christ (His anointed one – the one who died 
and rose again according to Scripture for the forgiveness of sins).  I don’t know how this could be 
any other time except for after the Cross and Resurrection.  Verse 10 continues …  
 
 For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been 
hurled down.  (See at one point, Satan, a created angel access to God’s throne room – as in Job, 
he just saunters up to God) but some decisive event has happened, that has barred him from 
God’s present, and now he’s been banished, to persecute those saved by the Cross.  That’s gotta 
be Easter.  But even then fails - ) verse 11 – he goes after God’s faithful ones on earth and we 
see – verse 11 -  
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 11 They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did 
not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 
 
This is what happens when we trust Jesus – we overcome Satan.  See, just as he did in the 
garden, Satan wants to fool us and then accuse us – ‘oh you can be like God’; ‘what do you need 
God for, you can make your own way’ and then when we fall ‘why do you think God should love 
you – you rebelled against Him.’  I saw an article summarizing a Game of Thrones episode with a 
headline that really summarizes Satan’s approach – a character (Edmure, whoever that is) asked 
‘How do you tell yourself that you’re decent after everything you’ve done?’ and that’s Satan’s 
line to us.   
 
But we overcome him by the blood of the Lamb.  We admit – you’re right – there is a lot that I’ve 
done that is awful.  But my Saviour is so gracious, so merciful, that He received the judgment 
that my rebellion deserved so that I could be reconciled to God.  His blood, His pure, blameless 
life, is what makes me right with God, not mine – and even if you kill me, God will give me life.  
 
Do you have that confidence – the confidence to not shrink from death, because the blood of 
the Lamb gives you life?  If you don’t, I want to plead with you, claim the life that comes from 
Jesus.  Invite Him to take control of your life, turn from those things you’ve done in the past and 
give your life to following close in the footsteps of Jesus. 
 
Because, verse 12 – Satan, kicked outta heaven, now prowls the earth, looking for opportunities 
to pick us off.    
 
 12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them!  Because Satan’s gone.  
 
I remember when I worked in France, there was this guy I worked with, a supervisor who was a 
real bully.  He’d walk around like he owned the place and bark at you and hold you to the rules 
while he himself flaunted them.  I dreaded seeing him at work.  And then one day I showed up 
and he was gone.  Never to return.  They fired him.  It was like a dark cloud lifted off that place 
and suddenly it was fun to be there.  That’s what’s happened here!  Satan’s gone from heaven 
and they rejoiced.  They kicked him out, took his key and wiped him off the role. 
 
But – the verse continues - woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to 
you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short." (Rev 12:7-12 NIV). 
 
Life is good in heaven but they know that Satan is on the prowl on earth.   
 
Let’s recap episode 2 – The dragon attacks the heavens, but God prevails.  Right?  Satan 
attempts to overthrow God, but God’s forces, led by Michael, defeat Satan.  Every follower of 
Jesus overcomes Satan by acknowledging “Just as I am without one plea but that Thy blood was 
shed for me… Oh Lamb of God I come.”  The dragon attacks the heavens, but God prevails.   
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Episode 3.  Verse 13. 
 
13 When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had 
given birth to the male child.  Plot of Terminator 1 – can’t get the child, go for the mother.   
 
Now verse 14 overlaps with verse 6 – remember? 
 
6 The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken 
care of for 1,260 days. (Rev 12:6 NIV).  Compare that with verse 14 -  
 
 14 The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place 
prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a 
time, out of the serpent's reach. 
 
This refers to the same event – look at the parallel statements –  
 
She goes to the desert in both – the desert in the Hebrew mind being a place of trial and 
hardship but at the same time, a place of provision – God miraculously providing food, keeping 
their shoes from disintegrating.  The woman goes into the desert. 
 
She goes to be taken care of by God – in the desert, yes, but protected by God. 
 
She goes for 1 260 days or a time, times and half a time.  That’s a little obscure, but it is a 
reference to a period of difficulty in Daniel that is limited by God.  Time, times and half a time is a 
Hebrew saying borrowed from Daniel that means essentially a year, two years, and half a year, 
and using 360 day years, you get 1260.  1260 days, time, times and half a time, they are refer 
symbolically to the time between Jesus’ first coming and His return.   
 
The great wings of an eagle in verse 14 has led to some funny interpretations – I read one 
interpretation this week that said this must mean massive helicopters from America, since the 
eagle is the symbol of the United States (in Connelly, 194).  I think it’s more likely that God’s 
protection of the women pictures a new kind of Exodus – since at the first Exodus God said in 
Exodus 19:4 –  
You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles' wings and 
brought you to myself. (Exo 19:4 ESV).  God consistently protects and delivers His people 
through deserts as if on eagles wings.   
 
Even so, the dragon still tries to get the woman – spewing water from his mouth (probably the 
flood of lies Satan is known for) … 16 But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and 
swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 
 17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her 
offspring--those who obey God's commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus. (Rev 12:13-
17 NIV). 
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Finding that he can’t defeat the woman, Satan turns his attention to her offspring, and you know 
who her offspring is, right?  It’s us.  We who obey God and confess Jesus are the dragon’s 
targets.  But that’s no reason to be alarmed because even if he strikes us down we become 
stronger than ever.  Raised to life by the sovereign God.     
 
Let’s summarize this episode – the dragon attacks the mother but God prevails.  The dragon 
attempts to destroy God’s faithful people, but even in difficulty God protects and ultimately 
delivers them to safety.   
 
The dragon attacked the child; God prevailed. 
The dragon attacked the heavens; God prevailed. 
The dragon attacked the mother; God prevailed.   
 
You’d think at this point, John would be yelling ‘Stay down!’  Three times now, God has shown us 
how He consistently triumphs over Satan.  Sure, Satan’s got his hits in; he’s put more than a few 
on the disabled list, but God is triumphant.  That’s the point of this whole chapter – John saw 
these three visions all in a row, all with a common theme, to make it clear that - 
 
Though Satan may rage, God always wins.  There’s your big idea – though Satan may rage, God 
always wins.  The dragon comes up with all sorts of ways to interfere with God’s plans, but God 
shuts him down every time.   
 
Let me give you two points of application. 
 
First – Satan rages.  Your neighbours may think that decorating with grim reapers is all in good 
fun; what they may not see is that those decoration are ‘signs,’ like the woman and the dragon.  
They point to a deeper spiritual reality.  There is a dragon who is opposed to God and to those 
who trust Him.  He is at work in the world, doing a couple of things –  
 
1. He leads the world astray (v. 9) – having failed to overthrow God himself, Satan wants to do 
the next best thing and get to turn people away from God and so he does whatever he can to 
mislead people about God, to get them to focus on other things.  And so the world is led astray.  
But some are not.   We are not.  We see through the tricks; we see how good God is, how 
merciful He is, how jealous He is for our loyalty and so Satan, kicked out of Heaven turns his gaze 
to us. 
 
2.  He makes war on the saints – He targets us when we obey God and confess Jesus.  Now I’m 
not prepared to say that every time I stub my toe or land in the hospital it’s Satan’s fault, but 
Revelation leads me to say that until Jesus returns, Satan will find various to attack us.  He wants 
to make us forget the blessings and promises and every good thing that we have from God and 
make us act as if God was not gracious and merciful and good.  We need to guard against that.  
Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.  9 Resist 
him, standing firm in the faith (1Pe 5:8-9 NIV). 
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But remember – you’re not alone.  God is intervening to protect you, to bring good out of evil.  
As surely as God protected the woman, God is protecting you, helping you to stand firm.  In that 
though, I don’t think we should expect a care-free and easy life – remember that when God 
delivered the woman, He delivered her to the desert.  A place of trial, where nonetheless God is 
at work to miraculously provide and protect.   
 
We’ve all had a heavy week this week, haven’t we; the valley of the shadow of death is a desert.  
It is hard but we know our Shepherd walks with us, comforting us.  Thank you to everyone who 
has prayed for me this week – I confess that I did feel some discouragement – seven funerals in a 
year is hard and Satan would have loved to get under my skin to say – ‘ha, do you really trust 
that God is in control – do you really have hope in the face of death’ – but God has protected me 
and encouraged me in some really tangible ways this week.  So thank you for praying for me. 
 
Satan rages – be prepared for it – but second.  God wins. 
 
4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome evil, because the one who is in you is 
greater than the one who is in the world. (1Jo 4:4 NIV). 
 
20 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.  (Rom 16:20 NIV).  
 
The dragon attempted to overthrow God 8 But he was not strong enough and the great dragon 
was hurled down (Revelation 12:8-19). 
 
These are biblical truths to build our lives on.  God always wins.   
 
But it may not always feel like that.  We’ve already seen that at Satan’s hands, believers suffer 
and die.  In that case, God still wins – that believer snatched up to safety with God, awaiting 
eternity with God – but why the suffering?  If God wins, why is Satan allowed to cause such 
suffering? 
 
I know that a number of you are hunters here, so I’ll use this illustration. 
 
When you get a great shot on a big animal, you know it’s done.  It’s just a matter of time until 
you can track it and land the final blow.  But you don’t just run up to it – that thing will lash out 
at you with terrible fury because it knows its time is short.   
 
That’s exactly what’s happening in the spiritual realm.  At the Cross, God landed a killing blow on 
Satan, knocking him out of the heavens and limiting his strength.  Now Satan is a wounded 
animal, eager to lash out because he knows his time is short.  It’s just a matter of time until God 
lands the final blow, at the end of the age.  Then we will say God has won.  And until then, we 
affirm God always wins, because He is protecting and keeping His people. 
 
Satan may rage but God always wins.  
 



9 
 

23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. (1Th 5:23 NIV). 
 
 
 
 
 


