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The King worth following * Zechariah 9:9-10 
Palm Sunday (April 9, 2017) * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 
 
Who is this?   
 
What a stunning question for people to ask after an extended parade, complete with people waving 
palm branches and yelling ‘Long live God’s chosen King!’  That’s essentially what they were saying when 
they said ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ 
 
Who is this? 
 
I think it’s a question that resonates today.  People are familiar with this man Jesus, but they wonder 
who He is, if He’s worth cheering over, what He’s all about. 
 
To be fair, even the disciples didn’t have it clear in their own minds – John writes in his Gospel that ‘at 
first, His disciples did not understand all this.  Only after Jesus was glorified did they realize the 
significance of what had happened’ (John 12:16).  Only after Jesus had died and come back to life to did 
they realize who He really is. 
 
Who He is then is the theme of our message this morning – who is this Jesus, who comes riding in on a 
donkey, to the cheers of many, to die an ignoble death? 
 
He is God’s King, sent to bring His people peace.  
 
It must have been an exciting morning, that first Palm Sunday.  Patriotic spirits were high, like they 
would be around Canada Day, and people were gathering in Jerusalem in anticipation of the Passover 
celebrations.  At first the commotion was only heard in the distance but as the crowd approached 
Jerusalem, it was clear that this was something special.  People throwing their cloaks on the ground, 
waving palm branches in the air.  People shouting verses from the psalms, affirming that this man on a 
donkey in their midst was the long awaited King that God had promised!  This was visceral emotion, 
unchecked celebration!  Kind of like when the Leafs make the play-offs.  Excitement! 
 
The Gospel writers all see in this the fulfillment of something that one of God’s prophets wrote years 
before.  You heard it in Matthew -  
 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
 5 "Say to the Daughter of Zion, 'See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, 
the foal of a donkey.' "  (Mat 21:4-5 NIV). 
 
What’s that all about?  
 
Matthew here quotes Zechariah, a prophet who wrote at a really difficult time in the history of God’s 
people.  They had just returned from four hundred years in exile and they were having a hard time 
getting things going in Jerusalem.  They were a little bit like Steven Piscotty – the St. Louis Cardinals 
player.  Did you see that this week?  This guy got hit by a baseball three times in his trip around the 
bases – hit by a pitch, took first base, hit by a throw going to second, hit in the head as he slid into home 
plate.  The guy couldn’t catch a break – at least he scored. 
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That’s what God’s people felt like when Zechariah wrote – they were trying to rebuild their city, but 
their opponents kept interfering, first on a political level and when that didn’t work, they started using 
violence – God’s people were a people in need of relief. 
 
And then God spoke through Zechariah the words at the heart of Palm Sunday – Zechariah 9:9-10. 
 
“I know it’s not awesome right now, but I will give you a King who will bring you peace.” 
 
Here’s what Zechariah wrote –  
 
9 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  
Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem!  - (Time to get out the air horns and streamers) 
See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation,  
gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and  
the war-horses from Jerusalem, and  
the battle bow will be broken.  
He will proclaim peace to the nations.  
His rule will extend from sea to sea and  
from the River to the ends of the earth. (Zec 9:9-10 NIV). 
 
In the midst of great trials, God promised His people a King.   
A king who would reign with justice and fairness – he would be righteous.   
He would deliver His people, leaning on the very power of God – he would have salvation. 
He would be compassionate to the needs and struggles of his people – gentle – 
He would come riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 
Now that’s an interesting one and I think that people are right to say – oh look how gentle he is, he rides 
a donkey – but I think there’s something even deeper going on here.  Culturally speaking, the donkey is a 
peace time animal, the hardworking backbone of the agricultural society.  The donkey’s a tractor.   
And look at verse 10 – I will take away the chariots and horses and battle bow – those are all weapons of 
destruction – weapons of war.   
 
When God’s King arrives, He’s riding a tractor, not a tank. 
 
He’s making a clear statement that He’s here to bring peace and that He’s here to usher in an era of 
prosperity.  Agriculture will take priority over war.  He’s setting up a peaceful kingdom, not just in 
Jerusalem, but from sea to sea, to the ends of the earth.   
 
This is the King that God promised He would send.   
 
And God’s people waited for that king and waited and waited. 
 
And then that Palm Sunday morning, fresh off raising Lazarus from the dead, Jesus comes into town, 
riding on a donkey.  Do you see the significance?  God said He would send a King to bring His people 
peace.  That King would be righteous and gentle and riding on a donkey.   
 
Put two and two together – Jesus is that King! 
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The lightbulbs went off and people went crazy!  God has kept His promise!  He has sent His King!  He is 
going to usher in peace and prosperity in the land! 
 
And they were absolutely right. 
 
Except – it was going to look different than they had expected.  Remember that whole ‘riding on a 
tractor, not a tank’ thing?  Well, many of those in the crowd that day missed that distinction.  They 
heard ‘King’ and thought – ‘Well, this Jesus will rise up and take Jerusalem by force, throw off the 
shackles of the Roman Empire and establish a great Jewish Kingdom here in Jerusalem – they got the 
‘this is God’s King’ part right, but He was going to be a different kind of King. 
 
Rather than trample His enemies, He would lay down His life for them. 
 
He would usher in peace, not by destroying His enemies, but by reconciling them to God. 
 
His righteousness allowed Him to make us right with God. 
His humility, His gentleness enabled Him to put our interests before His own and laid down His life for 
us. 
He came, bringing salvation.   
 
I like how Paul puts it in Colossians –  
 
13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive 
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 
 14 having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and that stood opposed to 
us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. 
 15 And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing 
over them by the cross (Colossians 2:13). 
 
And of course, His death and resurrection opens the door to God’s eternal Kingdom, a kingdom of peace 
where there is prosperity for all and no more sickness and no more sorrow and no more death.  The 
fullness of that waits until Jesus comes again, but as surely as Jesus came the first time on a donkey, He 
will come again to usher in His peaceful Kingdom.  “Just a few more weary days and then – I’ll fly away – 
to a land where joy will never end I’ll fly away.’s 
 
God’s King has come to bring His people peace. 
 
Now you’re never going to believe this, but that’s almost all I’m going to say.  I wrote and wrote this 
week but I don’t think I need to say more – you get this, right?  Jesus rode in on a donkey to show that 
He was the redeeming King that God said would bring peace to His people.  A peace that would 
ultimately mean eternal rest in the very presence of God.   
 
I’ll tell you though, I wrestled with how to help you to apply this in your own life.  It’s great that we can 
celebrate Jesus’ triumphal entry in history, but what does it mean when I’m standing in line at Tim 
Horton’s.  Here’s where I landed. 
 
Since Jesus is God’s King, sent to bring God’s peace, He deserves our loyalty.  Right? 
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A King deserves the loyalty of His people.  It’s not just some option based thing – if you enjoy the 
benefits of the Kingdom, then it makes sense that you faithfully follow the King.  And I think that this is 
especially important given what happened to Jesus after the triumphal entry. 
 
You had all these people affirming Him as King, eager to receive the benefits of His Kingdom and then a 
week later, they split.   
 
Now, I think It’s only fair to point out that the people in the crowd on Palm Sunday were not the same 
people who condemned Jesus to death on Good Friday.   In a theological sense that’s true since He died 
for all of our sin – but for the most part – it was people from the country who were coming in with Jesus 
on Palm Sunday who acclaimed Him as King, and for the most part, it was city people, protecting the 
interests of Jerusalem who sentenced Him to death on Good Friday.  So, if anyone ever asks you for 
conclusive proof that country people are better than city people, well… just sayin…  
 
All that being said, Palm Sunday is a tragic reminder of how easy it is to affirm Jesus’ Kingship, hoping to 
get good things from Him and then have nothing to do with Him when things get tough.  Remember, 
Jesus – righteous, humble, saving Jesus secures victory through suffering and as we follow Him, it will 
not be unusual to follow that same path – through suffering to victory.   
 
Nonetheless, Jesus is our King and He deserves our loyalty. 
 
And what’s more, through His death on the Cross, He has secured for us the benefits of His kingdom.  
There is nothing uncertain about that.  (But what about violence?  Palm Sunday Easter attacks in Egypt – 
ad lib)  There is an eternity of peace stored up for us: 
 
"Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God. 
 4 He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for 
the old order of things has passed away."  (Rev 21) 
 
The King who brings God’s peace deserves our loyalty. 
 
Something happened this week that made a lot of people across Canada and the United States very 
happy – opening day of the 2017 baseball season.  Sadly, the Blue Jays lost their first two games but 
that’s ok – it just means they have 160 more games to turn it around.   
 
It also means that there are about 160 more games before I jump on the Blue Jay bandwagon.  As you 
may recall, I was a big Blue Jay fan when I was in high school – right around when they won the World 
Series – but these days, it just doesn’t capture my interest.  But then, when they get into the playoffs – I 
notice I said ‘when’ – it captures my attention.  When they start hitting home runs and flipping baseball 
bats, I’m willing to get excited and jump on the bandwagon.  It’s exciting to be a part of something that’s 
‘going somewhere’ and you just kinda get drawn into it and excited.   
 
I think that that’s what happened on Palm Sunday.   
 
People saw this man riding into Jerusalem on a donkey and they had this vague memory that the Lord’s 
KING would come on a donkey – and all of a sudden, people were cutting down palm branches and 
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waving them in celebration, shouting out ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD’ – 
essentially ‘Long live God’s king.’  They jumped on his bandwagon and it was a party.   
 
But within a week, they were gone.  They hopped off the bandwagon as quickly as they had hopped on.   
 
Let’s not be like that.  This is a bandwagon worth staying on because Jesus is the King who brings God’s 
peace.  Let’s pray. 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
9 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 
nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were 
wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 
 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the 
Lamb” (Rev 7;9-10) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


