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Raised to life * 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
Easter Sunday (April 16, 2017) * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 
 
The BBC released an interesting survey earlier this week – they surveyed British people and 
found that a quarter of Christians say that the resurrection of Jesus did not happen.  Maybe you 
saw that article in the news or on social media.  The article went on to quote the general 
secretary of the ‘Modern Church’ (kind of like the United Church but in Britain) who said you 
simply couldn’t expect modern adults to believe in the actual resurrection of Jesus from the 
dead.  http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-39153121 
 
Now I admit that it can be kind of hard to wrap your mind around the idea of a resurrection – as 
far as our experience goes, the only time we’ve seen somebody come back to life from death is 
in a Disney movie.   
 
But the Christian faith is rooted in the conviction that it HAS happened, that Jesus died on Good 
Friday and rose to life again on the third day.   
 
Now the funny thing about this survey is that is that you don’t have to be a ‘modern adult’ to 
wrestle with the question of resurrection.  In fact, within twenty years of Jesus’ death, there 
were people who made the claim that Jesus didn’t return to life.   
 
We know that because Paul talks about it in his letter to the Corinthian church.  Evidently the 
CBC – the Corinthian Broadcasting Corporation had commissioned a survey in ancient Corinth 
and found ¼ of Christians doubted the resurrection and evidently the church there was 
concerned about it.  Is this true?  How should we think about this?   
 
So Paul wrote to them to assure them, that yes, the resurrection of Jesus happened, and we 
have good reasons to believe it did.  
 
We’ll talk about that this morning, but even more, I want to think with you about the 
implications of Jesus’ death and resurrection.  I know that many of you are dealing with difficult 
times – an unsettling medical diagnosis, some conflict in your family, some change in your way 
of living that’s throwing everything into turmoil – and you could really use some good news.  I 
want to assure you this morning, that Jesus died and rose again, and that’s good for us.   
 
About the BBC survey – these sorts of things always come out around Easter, and I’ll tell you; 
my years of teaching research methods at Laurier University always kick in when they do.  ¼ of 
Christians say the Resurrection didn’t happen!  That sounds pretty serious - What the headline 
doesn’t say is that their definition of Christian doesn’t require that you actually go to Church, 
just that you self-identify as Christian.  What that headline doesn’t say is that their survey of 
British people actually talked to two thousand people … out of a population of 64 million.   
 
So let me speak to you this morning from something a little more authoritative – as we read the 
Bible, we hear God speak, so let’s listen. 

http://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-39153121
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Join me at 1 Corinthians 15 and we’ll start in verse 1.   
 
Paul wants to assure the Corinthians in their faith, to encourage them to stand in it, to draw 
strength and hope from it, and so he points them – really he points us - to two things: the 
evidence of our faith and the outcome of our faith.  Let me read the text for you again and then 
let’s go back into it unpack the evidence for our faith and its outcome. 
 
Join me at 1 Corinthians 15, verse 1: 
 
Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you,  
which you received and  
on which you have taken your stand. 
 2 By this gospel you are saved,  
if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you.  
Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
 
 3 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:  
that Christ died for our sins  
according to the Scriptures, 
 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day  
according to the Scriptures, 
 5 and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 
 6 After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time,  
most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 
 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 
 8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 
 9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. (1Co 15:1-9 NIV). 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect.  
No, I worked harder than all of them--yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 
 11 Whether, then, it was I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 
 (1Co 15:10-11 NIV). 
 
Paul knows that when things get tough, when the water gets rocky, you need an anchor for 
your soul and so he reminds the Corinthians and he reminds us that our faith is not a wishy-
washy philosophical speculation dreamed up by philosophers and academics – it is a reasonable 
belief rooted in an historically verifiable event.  “Christ died for our sins, He was buried, He was 
raised on the third day.”  The ancient sources and manuscript evidence that we use to back that 
up is at least as good as the evidence we use to talk authoritatively about Julius Caesar, so I 
think we need to be careful not to spiritualize the Gospel and make it float outside of actual 
events but understand that it IS rooted in history. 
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And here Paul points to three lines of evidence that yes, the death and resurrection of Jesus 
happened and yes, it is worth placing your faith in it.   
 
First: it was anticipated by Scripture.  You see that in verses 3 and 4, don’t you?  Christ died for 
our sins, according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day, 
according to the Scriptures.   
 
Someone might come along and say ‘ok, He died, but he was causing trouble for the Roman 
Empire and so they got rid of Him; end of story’ but the reality of it is, that the Jewish Scriptures 
had anticipated the very nature of Jesus’ death and resurrection hundreds of years before it 
happened.  
 
We’ve spent the whole of Lent looking at this, haven’t we? 
 
We’ve seen how Abraham and Isaac anticipated that God would provide a Lamb who would die 
so another would live, haven’t we 
We’ve seen in Isaiah’s suffering servant how God would provide not just a Lamb but a person 
who would die so others would live, haven’t me? 
We’ve seen in Psalm  22 the gruesome details of Jesus’ death – the psalm anticipates Jesus 
‘being poured out like water, being mocked by all those who see him; it anticipates that they 
will divide His garments and cast lots for His clothing – even Jesus’ heartbreaking final words 
first occurred in the psalm – my God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 
Jewish Scripture anticipated hundreds of years before what Jesus’ death would be like, but they 
also anticipated that death would not be the end. 
. 
We’ve seen in Psalm 16 as clear indication that resurrection should be expected; God would not 
allow His Holy One to rot in the grave, but raise Him back to life. 
 
Add to that Jesus’ self-awareness that that He was consciously going to die according to God’s 
foreordained plan – three times He says essentially this –  
 
The Son of Man is going to be betrayed into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three 
days he will rise" (Mar 9:31 NIV). 
 
Jesus’ death did not happen by accident.  It was anticipated by Scripture and it fulfilled the 
longing of all of Scripture that God Himself would intervene in human history and rescue 
humanity.  And that’s exactly what Jesus did on the Cross.   
 
The fact that Scripture anticipates Jesus’ death and resurrection is evidence that our faith is 
reasonable and thus a reason for hope. 
 
Second, Jesus’ death was witnessed by friends.  Look again at what Paul wrote.  In His words, 
Jesus did four things – He died, He was buried, He rose, then He appeared, He appeared, He 
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appeared, He appeared.  What do you think?  Did the resurrected Jesus appear to anyone?  
Yeah! 
 
He appeared to Peter and then to the Twelve – the Twelve is the disciples – and those 
appearances were quite striking.   
 
You’ve got Jesus eating fish on the sea shore, rebuilding Peter’s faith. 
You’ve got Jesus standing face to face with Thomas saying ‘Thomas, don’t doubt – but put your 
hands into the wounds that still remain on my body.’ 
 
Those are two proofs that this was a bodily resurrection – you can’t put your hand into a ghost 
– and Paul’s next witness really drives that home: 
 
“After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of 
whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep.”  
 
A few individuals might think they saw Jesus, and that’s not uncommon.  When you’ve lost 
someone, it’s not unusual to think you saw them in a crowd.  And some people might say ‘well, 
Peter was just hallucinating,’ but five hundred people, having the same hallucination?  It seems 
much more reasonable to take them at their word and accept that they really did see the Jesus, 
in the flesh, risen to life. 
 
 And Paul is very intentional in pointing out to the Corinthians – many of them are still alive – 
you can go interrogate them yourself if you want.  You don’t invite investigation if you fear you 
may be proved wrong.   
 
So Jesus’ death and resurrection was witnessed by his friends, but even more than that, it 
changed them.  Peter went from denying that he even knew Jesus in the high priest’s courtyard 
to the Billy Graham of his day on Pentecost – because he was convinced by what he saw.  Paul 
talks about James there – that’s Jesus’ brother through Mary.  James was reluctant to believe 
his brother, until he saw Him, risen from the dead and James became a great spokesman for 
the faith.   
 
If Jesus’ friends didn’t see Him risen to life, it’s hard to explain why they would risk their own 
lives to proclaim that He had risen.  The fact that Jesus’ friends witnessed His death and 
resurrection is evidence that our faith is reasonable and thus a reason for hope. 
 
Third, Jesus’ death was embraced by His enemy.  That one’s important.  You could reasonably 
make the claim that if it was only Jesus’ followers believing His death and resurrection, then it 
could be some elaborate hoax cobbled together by die hard Jesus freaks.   
 
But the very man who had everything to gain by tearing down Jesus’ legacy, lost everything he 
had to make Jesus known.  Paul was Jesus’ enemy number one.  He stood by approvingly when 
the first Christian martyr died.  He actively sought state sanction to go imprison Christians and 
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make their lives miserable – until he met Jesus.  Jesus knocked him off his feet and His number 
one enemy became His number one fan.   
 
Paul is very clear about that in verses 8 and 9. 
 
8 and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 
 9 For I am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. 
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am – and his grace to me was not without effect.  (1Co 
15:10 NIV). 
 
That’s the understatement of the century - God utterly reversed the course of Paul’s life and he 
became one of the greatest missionaries and evangelists the world has ever seen.   
 
That’s significant evidence for our faith – if even Jesus’ enemy is willing to embrace Him, then 
we need to pay attention.  It’s sort of like the Alberta Tar Sands suddenly announcing that they 
are giving up extracting oil into order to focus on wind and solar energy – it’s such a huge, 
unexpected shift, that you can’t help but ask – what is it that has so gripped them that they 
would so willingly change course? 
 
In Paul’s case, he realized that Jesus’ death and resurrection were superior to everything that 
he had previously stood for – it fulfilled everything he had previously stood for – and so he gave 
his loyalty over to this risen Jesus. 
 
The fact that Jesus’ enemy embraced His death and resurrection is evidence that our faith is 
reasonable and thus a reason for hope. 
 
So that’s the evidence for our faith – Jesus’ historically verifiable death and resurrection was 
anticipated by Scripture, witnessed by friends, embraced by enemies – but on top of that is the 
outcome of our faith. 
 
On one hand, having this evidence is assuring in the sense that it shows that our faith is 
intellectually reasonable; on the other hand though, there is great assurance to be had in the 
outcome of our faith!  What happens when we believe.   
 
And Paul here identifies two outcomes of our faith – the first is this, verse 3 -  
Christ died for our sins, according to the Scriptures.  When we put our faith in Jesus, our sins 
are forgiven. 
 
Now I know that sin’s not really a popular topic for discussion these days, but it’s the issue at 
the heart of the Easter story – really the issue at the heart of the Christian faith.   
 
God made each of us to enjoy relationship with Him, to flourish under His generous guidance, 
but each of us, like Adam and Eve before us, has said ‘no thanks God, I can do it better myself.’   
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We’ve all put our own will before God’s will.  And that’s sin. 
 
So now we have a problem – we’ve broken the relationship with God that He intended for us to 
have and that breach somehow needs to be repaired.  A lot of people think maybe they can do 
enough good deeds to outweigh the bad, but the truth is, we could never do enough good to 
repay the debt we incurred when we told our Creator to shove off and mind His own business. 
 
And frankly, sometimes are good deeds just mask what’s really inside – I saw a quote online 
from the show Westworld – thought it really captured the point –  
 
… if I stacked up all my good deeds, it's just an elegant wall I built to hide what I had inside from 
myself and everyone. 
 
Can you identify with that?  The recognition that sometimes we do good to hide how we really 
feel?  The desire to do good, but the awareness that’s not always what we do?  That’s sin.   
 
That’s what happens when turn our back on God.  And since we had abandoned God, He had 
every right to abandon us. 
 
But that’s not what He did, did He?  That’s not the Easter story.  He didn’t abandon us; He 
abandoned His one and only Son, His beloved Son, Jesus on the Cross.   
 
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken me?’ He called out.  But He knew why – because this 
is what sin deserved.  This suffering, this abandonment, this death is what sin deserved… 
But Jesus HAD no sin, so He bore the cost of our sin so that we would not have to. 
Jesus took it on Himself to pay the price for our sin against God and to restore us to relationship 
with Him. 
 
God Himself repaired the breach that we had caused - He gathered every sin from every time 
and every place onto the body of Jesus in that moment and dealt with it there – Jesus paid it all.  
And when we put our faith in Him, the slate is wiped clean, we are restored to relationship with 
our loving Father and our sin is forgiven. 
 
That’s outcome #1 – the forgiveness of sin – outcome #2 – verse 4 -  
 
Jesus was buried, Jesus was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.  When we put 
our faith in Jesus, we too will be raised to life. 
 
Though our bodies may fail us and barring the Lord’s return we will all die, the outcome of our 
faith is eternal life.  As surely as Jesus was raised to life again after His death, so too will we be 
raised to life. 
 
Paul has already said as much in chapter 6 of this letter - By his power God raised the Lord from 
the dead, and he will raise us also (1Co 6:14 NIV). 



7 
 

 
That is a great assurance in the face of suffering and of death and Paul puts it so memorably in 
this chapter that I can’t help but point you down a few more verses – verse 54 –  
 
When the mortal is clothed with immortality, (when Jesus returns) then the saying that is 
written will come true: "Death has been swallowed up in victory." 
 55 "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 
 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 
 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 (1Co 15:54-57 NIV). 
 
Now listen, we know all too well the sting of death, don’t we?  And we don’t need to ask ‘where 
is it?’ because many of us have walked in its shadows.  But Jesus died and was buried, the grave 
could not keep Him down.  He broke the shackles of death through His resurrection and 
secured for us the outcome of our faith – eternal life. 
 
We’ve covered a lot of ground haven’t we?  And maybe it’s a good idea for us to pause and 
reflect on what it all means.  We’ve seen three lines of evidence and two outcomes of our faith 
– if I had to gather it all up into a summary statement – I think it would be this – Faith in the 
risen Lord is both reasonable and rewarding.  Faith in the risen Lord is both reasonable and 
rewarding. 
 
Do you see?  It’s reasonable in the sense that there is good evidence for it – Jesus’ death and 
resurrection for the forgiveness of sins was anticipated by Scripture, was witnessed by His 
friends, and was embraced by His enemies.  It’s also rewarding – faith in Jesus means that our 
sins will be forgiven and that we will enjoy eternal fellowship with the God who loves us deeply.  
Faith in the risen Lord is both reasonable and rewarding.   
 
Is that faith the center of your life?  I know that that’s true for many of you and I know that it 
was true for many of the people that Paul wrote to – look back at verses 1 and 2 – we kind of 
breezed by them earlier –  
 
Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and 
on which you have taken your stand. 
 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you 
have believed in vain (1Co 15:1-2 NIV). 
 
Have you received this Gospel?  Do you know that your sins are forgiven and that you will enjoy 
eternity with God?  If not, I want to invite you to respond in faith today and if you’re not there 
right now, that’s okay, keep searching – it’s worth it.     
 
Because when you make that commitment, you receive the Gospel; the assurance of 
forgiveness and eternal life will be yours.  Verse 2, by this gospel you are saved. 
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And to the many people who have made that commitment here, I say this – based on verse 1 – 
take your stand on it.  Hold firm to your faith because it is reasonable and rewarding.  Allow 
your faith in the risen Lord to seep out of your heart into everything you do, knowing that God 
is your Father who loves and cares for you more than you can imagine and that you are 
guaranteed eternity in a perfect world on the basis of what Jesus did on Easter. 
 
I’ll tell you – I spoke with my grandma this week – I just felt like I needed to give her a call – and 
Lloyd – you remember Lloyd – my grandfather-in-law – lovely man – his health is low.  And yet 
he is actively anticipating the moment when he will see Jesus.  He is facing death with the utter 
assurance that his sins are forgiven, and that he will live forever with all of his loved ones who 
have also trusted Jesus. 
 
And I realized that in THAT moment, facing death, faith in the resurrection of Jesus is not an 
abstract philosophical question that the BBC can poll you on – it is a matter of eternal life and 
death.   
 
When we put our faith in Jesus – and we have good reason to do so - we have utter assurance 
that our sins are forgiven and that our Father will welcome us home forever.  Let’s pray. 

 


