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God’s faithfulness is greater * Lamentations 3:17-26 

Thanksgiving (October 8, 2017) * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 

 

When I think ‘Thanksgiving,’ I often leads me to think about ‘what I’m thankful for’ and the number one 

thing that I’m thankful for is God’s faithfulness.   

 

I am grateful that no matter the circumstances, no matter how bleak they may be, God will be faithful.   

 

I think that I’ve shared this story with you before – between third and fourth year university I went to 

live and work in France and it was a great time, but a challenging one too – all alone, brand new culture 

and language, big city, living pretty much pay cheque to pay cheque, and yet the morning I flew home, I 

was sitting in the airport and I found myself singing ‘all I have needed your hand has provided.  Great is 

Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me.’  I hadn’t sung that song in months, I was in FRANCE so I hadn’t even 

heard it, but there it was.  And it was true.  All that I needed His hand provided.  Great was the Lord’s 

faithfulness unto me. 

 

And I’m absolutely grateful for that. 

 

What do we do though when the circumstances of life call His faithfulness into question?  Maybe that’s 

not the best way to put it – what do we do when the trials we face appear greater than God’s 

faithfulness?   

 

This month we have seen terrible tragedies, haven’t we?  The shooting massacre in Las Vegas – 

heartbreaking.  The thousands of people trying to put their lives back together after the hurricanes in 

Texas and Florida and Puerto Rico. 

 

And I know that many of you carry the weight of failing health or a life-threatening diagnosis or a 

conflict within your family. 

 

Those are great trials.  What do we do when those trials threaten to eclipse our awareness of God’s 

faithfulness? 

 

To answer that question this morning, I want to go with you to the book of Lamentations.  Lamentations 

is a book about great trials – well, one in particular – the fall of Jerusalem and the exile of Israel – and 

Lamentations tells us what Jeremiah the prophet was thinking as he watched this tragedy unfold. 

 

Not only that, it tells us how Jeremiah dealt with that tragedy, and how he applied God’s great 

faithfulness in the face of such great trials.   

 

I think Jeremiah models for us three steps for applying God’s faithfulness and I’ll tell you what they are 

right off the bat.   When trials threaten to eclipse our awareness of God’s faithfulness, we: 

 

Lament the hardship. 

Remember God’s character. 
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Hope in the Lord.   

 

These are the steps that Jeremiah models for us – so let’s get into Lamentations to see how that works. 

 

First – lament the trial. 

Join me at verse 17 of chapter 3.  We’re really picking up here in the middle of monologue where 

Jeremiah laments the tremendous difficulties he has been experiencing.  There’s actually something 

really neat going on in the text here – you can’t see it because it doesn’t carry through into the English – 

but actually the whole of chapter three is an acrostic poem.  Verse 1, 2, 3 all start with the letter Aleph, 

4, 5, 6 with Beth, and so on – and the sense is that Jeremiah is using this poetic form to express the 

thoroughness of his suffering – from A to Z, he’s feeling the pain of his circumstances.   

 

And what are his circumstances?  It’s the fall of Jerusalem –in 586 BC, Babylon stormed into Jerusalem 

and dragged the majority of the nation of Israel into exile in Babylon.  This was their 9/11 experience, 

their Pearl Harbour bombing – the day that everything changed and everything seemed scarier.   

 

Jeremiah was there and he watched it happened with his own eyes – the best and brightest of Israel’s 

youth carted off to Exile never to be seen again, the once proud and supposedly impenetrable Jerusalem 

broken and burning.  It felt like God had abandoned them.  So what did he do?   

 

Jeremiah lamented the trial.  Let’s pick it up at verse 17 –  

 

17 I have been deprived of peace; I have forgotten what prosperity is. 

 18 So I say, "My splendor is gone and all that I had hoped from the LORD." 

 19 I remember my affliction and my wandering, the bitterness and the gall. 

20 I remember them well and my soul is downcast within me. 

 (Lam 3:17-19 NIV). 

 

He goes on in verse 47 – We have suffered terror and pitfalls, ruin and destruction." 

 48 Streams of tears flow from my eyes because my people are destroyed. 

 49 My eyes will flow unceasingly, without relief, 

 50 until the LORD looks down from heaven and sees. 

 51 What I see brings grief to my soul…  (Lam 3:47-51 NIV). 

 

As I read this week the stories of those who survived the shooting in Las Vegas and those who didn’t, I 

realized – this is their experience.  ‘Deprived of peace, terror and pitfall, ruin and destruction…. What I 

see brings grief to my soul.’ 

 

As people of faith, what would we do with that grief?  Stuff it?  Put on a happy face and say ‘Everything’s 

fine’?   

 

What did Jeremiah do?  He lamented it.  He got right out and called a spade a spade and got very honest 

with God.  
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My peace is gone.  I have forgotten what prosperity is.  My heart is broken and there is nothing but 

bitterness and gall.  (You know what ‘gall’ is – it’s something they used for medicinal purposes but it 

tastes so bad you wonder if cure’s worse than the disease – it’s Buckley’s – tastes so bad it must be 

working – there is nothing but bitterness in Jeremiah’s heart.   

 

He knows that this is not the way it should be.  He knows that God knows that this is not the way it 

should be.  Foreign nations should not be able to come in and plunder God’s chosen city.  A random man 

should not be able to stock up guns and open fire from an elevated and protected position on innocent 

bystanders.   

This is not how it should be.   

 

And it is appropriate for us as people of faith to acknowledge that, to bring these trials to the Lord and 

admit ‘God our hearts are broken by these trials.’  ‘This world is broken and our souls are downcast 

because of it.’ 

 

We lament the trials. 

 

But we don’t stay there.   

 

We bring to God the pain of these trials, but then we make a conscious decision to remember who God 

is.  Though trials be great, God is greater.  And so we remember God’s character.   

 

You see Jeremiah model that in the very next verse – verse 20 – just to pick it up in context –  

 

20 I [] remember them [well], [the bitterness and the affliction] and my soul is downcast within me. 

 

 21 Yet … 

 

 this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 

 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; (Lam 3:22 ESV). 

 

Remembering God’s character reminds us that even though we face great trials, our God is even greater.  

His love will outlast this trouble.  His compassion will bring us through.   

 

We remember God’s character.   

 

Now, before we go any further, we need to do a little bit of translation work. 

 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end – that’s verse 22 in the 

English Standard Version, but it’s also possible to translate it the way the NIV does.  ‘Because of the 

LORD's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail’ (Lam 3:22 NIV). 
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Now both of those are possible translations and the outcome is the same either way – ‘we are not 

consumed’ means that God’s love preserves us and ‘the never ceasing nature of God’s steadfast love 

means our preservation - but I lean towards the ESV – the way we sang it earlier - ‘the steadfast love of 

the LORD never ceases’ – and here’s why.   

 

We’ve already established that this chapter is written in a poetic form – right, it’s an acrostic – and 

another characteristic of Hebrew poetry is repetition.  Rather than rhyming sounds like we do – (one fish 

two fish) – Hebrew poetry rhymes imagery – and the ESV translation brings out that ‘rhyming imagery’ -  

 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases – that’s the idea - and then here’s the rhyme or the parallel 

– his mercies never come to an end.  It’s just a Hebrew way of drawing attention to this idea – the 

steadfast love of the Lord will never end.   

 

Now God’s steadfast love isn’t the only characteristic that Jeremiah calls to mind and he actually lists off 

five items in quick succession as He remembers who God is. 

 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. 

His mercies never come to an end. 

They are new every morning. 

Great is Thy faithfulness. 

The LORD is my portion, therefore I will hope in Him.   

 

I like the way that Max Lucado handles this passage (Lucado life application study Bible) – he pictures 

Jeremiah counting these truths off on his fingers – even though he is weighed down by the burden of 

these trials, Jeremiah can cling to these absolute truths –  

 

The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases – this is His hesed; his covenant love – God’s constant, 

reliable, loyal love.  Think about the way that you love your son or daughter – the lengths you would go 

to see them succeed, the unflinching, unshakeable commitment that you have to their wellbeing – and 

you START to get at God’s hesed, God’s steadfast love.  Your love for your children is a fraction of the 

love God has for you, and that love never ceases. 

 

His mercies never come to an end – His compassions they fail not – again, this is God’s tender, mother-

like, love and these mercies never end. 

 

Indeed, they are new every morning – God will give you today everything that you need for today and 

tomorrow, God will give you everything you need for tomorrow.  And the next day and the next day – on 

and on into infinity – because –  

 

‘Great is Thy faithfulness.’  

 

What a powerful and concise summary – Great is Thy faithfulness. 
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Lamenting the trial and remembering God’s character has brought Jeremiah to place where he’s ready 

to say – these trials are great, but God, your faithfulness is greater.   

 

And I think that it’s important that it’s JEREMIAH who says that.  You talk to some people who say ‘Great 

is God’s faithfulness’ and then you get the impression that they’ve never experienced anything worse 

than a hangnail.  But this is Jeremiah who testifies ‘God, You are faithful.’  Jeremiah, the prophet who 

was known for weeping over his people’s brokenness.  Jeremiah, a man standing at ground zero, 

surrounded by rubble and heartache, and this has been his experience ‘Great is Thy faithfulness.’  That is 

a major reason for confidence when trouble sets in for me.   

 

And now Jeremiah’s ready to say ‘The LORD is my portion, therefore I will hope in Him.’  Now we don’t 

really use the word ‘portion’ the way Jeremiah would so let me unpack that.  When Jeremiah talks about 

his ‘portion,’ he’s thinking in terms of inheritance, and not just inheritance but what it provides.  

Inheritance is Jeremiah’s day meant ‘that which you will live on.’  So someone’s ‘portion’ is that thing 

that they count on to sustain them.  We might think in terms of a retirement fund – this is what will 

sustain us.  Well, if God is your portion – God who is steadfast in love, unceasing in mercy – then you’re 

in good stead.  He will never run out.  Since the LORD is my portion …. Therefore I will hope in Him. 

 

And here Jeremiah takes us into our third step – he’s lamented the trial, he’s remembered God’s 

character and now he moves on to hoping in the Lord.   

 

And the ‘therefore’ in the middle of verse 24 is really important.  Hope is very clearly rooted in who God 

is.   

 

He is steadfast in love, unfailing in mercy – that’s a reason for hope. 

His compassion never ends – that’s reason for hope.   

 

Vs 25 -  

 

 25 The LORD is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him; (God’s central 

disposition is to be ‘good’ - that’s reason for hope). 

 26 it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD (Lam 3:24-27 NIV). 

He will bring salvation – that’s reason for hope. 

 

Jeremiah very clearly models a progression in dealing with hardships – he admits, this is hard – then 

recalls who God is, and who God is gives him reason to hope.   

 

Well, what does it mean to hope in the LORD? 

 

Based on verse 25, It means walking with confidence in the face of the trial – the LORD is good. 

 

Again, v 25, It means seeking the LORD – sometimes in the face of trial there’s a temptation to despair 

and run from God, but hoping in the LORD means pressing into Him, seeking Him, being honest with 

Him, but desiring more of Him. 
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Based on verse 26, It means patiently enduring the trial – “it is good to wait quietly for the salvation of 

the LORD” - knowing that this is the sort of thing that God uses to build character and deepen faith. 

 

And it means relying entirely on the Lord’s strength to persevere – HE will bring salvation.   

 

All told, I think that it means falling back on this – though trials be great, God’s faithfulness is greater. 

 

That’s really the take home here – though trials be great, God’s faithfulness is greater. 

 

There is no doubt about it; we will face great trials in our lives – some of you are facing great trials even 

now – and I don’t want to take away from that – but I do want to set our hearts on a firm foundation – 

God’s faithfulness is greater.   

 

No medical diagnosis, no hurricane, no concert shooting will ever be able to nullify this –  

 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases. 

His mercies never come to an end. 

They are new every morning. 

Great is Thy faithfulness. 

The LORD is my portion, therefore I will hope in Him.   

 

It has struck me many times this week that those are words we need to store away in our hearts for the 

times when we need to call them to mind.  Each of us will find ourselves I’m sure in a situation in our 

lives where some trial clouds out our aware of God’s faithfulness to us, and when that happens, we 

need to be able to count them out on our fingers just as Jeremiah did.   

 

Though trials be great, God’s faithfulness is greater.   

 

And for that I am thankful.   

 

And do you know what makes me even more thankful? 

 

There’s kind of an elephant in the room in the background of this text that I’ve been neatly avoiding –  

 

Why did Jerusalem fall? 

Why was Israel exiled? 

Why was Jeremiah afflicted? 

 

Verse 42 -  

2 "We have sinned and rebelled and you have not forgiven. 

 43 "You have covered yourself with anger and pursued us; you have slain without pity. 

 (Lam 3:42-43 NIV). 

 



7 
 

The devastation that Jeremiah is suffering is God’s punishment for sin.  The affliction and the bitterness 

is the outcome of people choosing to ignore God and put their own desires first.   

 

But even in the midst of discipline, Jeremiah can say – ‘Your mercies never come to an end.  Great is Thy 

faithfulness.’ 

 

And I think that it’s important that we hear verses 31-33 

 

31 For we are not cast off by the Lord forever. 

 32 Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing love. 

 33 For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to the children of men (Lam 3:31-33 NIV). 

 

That’s why Jesus came.  God doesn’t WANT to bring affliction against us, BUT, when we ignore Him 

justice must be done.  But God, because His mercies never end, God gave His one and only Son to bear 

the punishment our sin deserved, so that He could forgive us and show us unfailing love. 

 

This is how faithful God is – He loved me even when I was against Him.  He made up for my 

shortcomings; He paid for ransom for my sin so that He could love me and commit His unfailing love to 

me.  That makes me want to be faithful to Him.   

 

If He was willing to sacrifice Himself to rescue me from His wrath, then there is no doubt that He will 

bring good out of whatever trials we face in this life.   

 

Though trials be great, God’s faithfulness is greater. 

 

For that I am thankful.   

 

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

 

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with 

hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Rom 15:13 NIV). 

 


