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It must have been quite the scene that day – here’s this country bumpkin, surrounded by the religious 

elite of his day, and they’re throwing question after question at Him, trying to find some way to trip Him 

up, to show a weak link in His teaching.  But for every question, He has an answer – and not just any 

answer – He has a definitive solution that lays to rest finer points of theology that these guys have been 

arguing about for years.  The crowd around them is loving it – they’re astonished by His teaching.   

 

So then another expert in the Law got up and said ‘Ok Jesus, if you’re so smart, which is the greatest 

commandment in the Law?’ 

 

I’m sure everybody leaned in to hear what He would say.  Wouldn’t you want to know?  If you could cut 

through all the traditions and all minutia and all the red tape, wouldn’t it be wonderful to know what 

God really asked of people who called Him ‘Father’?   

 

Let’s be honest, the Bible is more than 1000 pages long and there are more than ‘a few’ commands in 

there – what’s the most important one?  Which command is the most central to us as we live our lives of 

faith?   

 

Jesus gives His answer and guess where He takes them?  To the wander years.  To the years that Israel 

spent wandering in the desert, waiting to enter the promised land.  And it just so happens that on the 

eve of their entry into the promised land, Moses gave a great speech – a sermon really that recounted 

everything that they had experienced, from the Exodus, up to now, and laid out for them how they 

should live once they got into the promised land.  And that sermon is recorded for us in the Bible – it’s 

actually the book that we call Deuteronomy – Deuteronomy is actually Moses’ sermon preparing the 

people to enter the land.   

 

And very early on, he lays out the most important thing for them to know and do when they enter the 

land and Jesus says – that – that’s the greatest commandment.  You shall love the LORD your God with 

all your heart and all your soul and all your strength – that is the first and greatest commandment.   

 

I went to spend this morning with you unpacking that command, because really, it is the lynch pin of our 

faith.  Everything is built on ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and soul and strength’ 

and if we get that right, then we’re headed in the right direction.  So turn with me to Deuteronomy 6 

and we’re going to unpack it under these three headings – the great command, the great caution and 

the great cause.  Deuteronomy 6 – the great command, the great caution and the great cause. 

 

So Deuteronomy 6, verse 1 – the great command.   

 

These are the commands, decrees and laws the LORD your God directed me to teach you to observe in 

the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 

 2 so that you, your children and their children after them may fear the LORD your God as long as you 

live by keeping all his decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 



 3 Hear, O Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase 

greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, promised you. 

 

I want to pause just for a moment here because one of the classic criticisms of belief is that it’s all rules 

– commands, decrees, laws, stipulations – rules, rules, rules.   

 

There is no denying that there are commands in the Bible but I want you to look really closely at the 

reason for those commands – verse 2 – keep his decrees and commands – why?  So that you may enjoy 

a long life.  Verse 3 – Hear o Israel and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and you may 

increase greatly.   

 

Why does God ask us to obey His commands?  So that it goes well with us.  So that we might prosper.  

This idea appears again and again in passage – obey the Lord so that it will go well with you appears in 

chapter 5 verse 29, chapter 5 verse 33, here in chapter 6 verse 3 and then again in verse 18 and verse 

24.  The call to obey is intended to prosper us.   

 

Before we came to Brantford, we had had gas stoves in our houses and so we had a rule – children do 

not touch the dials on the gas stove.  Now, did we have that rule in order to be spoil sports and keep 

people from having fun?  No!  The call to obey is intended to prosper us and that’s exactly Moses’ point 

here in Deuteronomy – “Be careful to obey so that it may go well with you.” 

 

And then in verse 4, he lays out the command above all commands – 

 

 4 Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 

 5 Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

 

This is a fundamental truth about God and it is so important to the Hebrew faith that orthodox Jews to 

this day recite it verses 4-5 daily as part of their prayers (Block, 181).  It actually has a name – the 

‘shema’ which is just the first word – ‘hear’ – and really it says three things – YHWH is one, YHWH is OUR 

God, and OUR GOD deserves whole hearted devotion.  Let me address each of those - 

 

1st - The LORD is one – we made reference to that in our Holy Spirit sermon – God is a unity – God is one 

– but the point is not just that God is ONE, but that God.  The people surrounding Israel had a whole 

collection of gods and one might be first among equals, but then the gods would squabble and another 

one would take priority but not so here.  YHWH is one, the one and only. 

 

And not only that, (secondly,) He is OUR God.  Sometimes that ‘our’ is just a connector between “LORD” 

and “GOD” but think about the implications that statement – the ONLY God is OUR God.  He cares for 

us, He intends to prosper us – He is ours and we are His. 

 

And so, (third) He deserves whole hearted devotion.  “You shall love the LORD your God with all your 

heat and all your soul and all your strength.” 

 

And as he goes on, Moses shows us how central this love for God ought to be in our lives –  



 

 6 These commandments (all of which are simply applications of this love for God*) that I give you today 

are to be upon your hearts.  7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home 

and when you walk along the road, at your dinner table and on the way to soccer practice, when you lie 

down and when you get up. 

 

* “…in a very real sense… the entire book is a commentary on the command which stands at the 

beginning” (E. W. Nicholson, in Craigie, 169).   

 

Do you see the all encompassing nature of this command?  Think about these things yourself; impress 

them upon your children.  Talk about them in the home, talk about them out of the home, think about 

them we you go to bed at night, think about them when you get up in the morning.  Loving the LORD 

your God with all your heart and soul and strength is a 24-7, wholehearted commitment.  V. 8 continues  

 

 8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 

 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates (Deu 6:1-9 NIV). 

 

Now, does that mean that you should actually tie the words of Scripture onto your forehead?  There are 

some Jewish people who have done that – these little boxes are called phylacteries – they would put a 

little scroll inside with Deut 6 and the ten commandments on it and wear it around.  I’m not sure that I 

would recommend that but listen to the force of that statement – constantly remind yourself of the 

value of God and the importance of loving Him.  If a WWJD bracelet helps you do that, do it.  If hanging 

Scriptures around your house help you do that, great.  Keep the love of God at the forefront of your 

attention to remind yourself to love God wholeheartedly.   

 

So that’s the great command – love God YOUR GOD with all your heart and soul and strength, every 

hour of every day – but he follows it up with a great caution.  He knows how easy it is to let other things 

takes that central place in our lives and so as the people prepare to enter God’s promised land, he says – 

verse 10 –  

 

10 When the LORD your God brings you into the land he swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob, (the promise) to give you--a land with large, flourishing cities you did not build, 

 11 houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide,  

wells you did not dig, and  

vineyards and olive groves you did not plant--then when you eat and are satisfied, 

 12 be careful that you do not forget the LORD, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

 

Moses knows that while we might be quick to pray when it rains, we don’t always pray when the sun 

shines and so he warns us – when you start to experience the good things that come from God, don’t 

forget God.  Don’t let prosperity distract you from God.   

 

And not only that – not only don’t fail to thank God for His gifts, but don’t thank other gods for those 

gifts.   

 



Moses knows that just because God alone deserves our devotion, doesn’t mean that other gods vie for 

our devotion.  So he says – verse 13 -  

 

 13 Fear the LORD your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name. 

 14 Do not follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 

 15 for the LORD your God, who is among you, is a jealous God and his anger will burn against you, and 

he will destroy you from the face of the land (Deu 6:10-16 NIV). 

 

God is so generous, so compassionate that it breaks His heart when people take Him for granted.  God 

doesn’t like us ‘seeing other people’ or I guess ‘seeing other gods’ because a. there is no god like Him 

and b. He consistently cares for us and provides for us such that nothing another god could offer could 

be better than what He gives.  Therefore, c. He asks us to be faithful to HIM.  Exclusively faithful to Him.   

 

v.17 -  Be sure to keep the commands of the LORD your God and the stipulations and decrees he has 

given you. 

 18 Do what is right and good in the LORD's sight, so that it may go well with you and you may go in and 

take over the good land that the LORD promised on oath to your forefathers (Deu 6:17-18 NIV). 

 

So that’s the caution – commit yourself to God alone – but here’s the cause.  Here’s the reason. 

 

Verse 20 - 20 In the future, when your son asks you, "What is the meaning of the stipulations, decrees 

and laws the LORD our God has commanded you?" 

 

Why is it again that we devote ourselves to God alone?  When they ask, tell them -  

 

 21 tell him: "We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty 

hand. 

 22 Before our eyes the LORD sent miraculous signs and wonders--great and terrible--upon Egypt and 

Pharaoh and his whole household. 

 23 But he brought us out from there to bring us in and give us the land that he promised on oath to our 

forefathers. 

 24 The LORD commanded us to obey all these decrees and to fear the LORD our God, so that we might 

always prosper and be kept alive, as is the case today. 

 25 And if we are careful to obey all this law before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us, that 

will be our righteousness” (Deu 6:20-1 NIV). 

 

Why be totally devoted to God?   

 

Because He is totally devoted to us.  We were slaves in Egypt, totally unable to help ourselves but God 

reached in and with miraculous signs and wonders – the Red Sea standing at attention so we could walk 

through – He delivered us.  He redeemed us.  He made us into somebody – and not just somebody – His 

people.   

 



That’s why we keep His commands and decrees – so that we might always prosper, so that it may go 

well with us.   

 

And notice – in verse 25 - 25 And if we are careful to obey all this law before the LORD our God, as he 

has commanded us, that will be our righteousness. – does that mean if we obey the Law He will approve 

of us?  Wait.  What’s God already done for these people?  They were slaves in Egypt and He brought 

them out and He brought them into a land flowing with milk and honey – do you think they need to earn 

His approval now?  No.  Obedience is meant to say ‘I appreciate all You’ve done for me; these 

commands show me how to live the righteous life fitting to someone as blessed as me.’   

 

That’s the cause – that’s the reason for whole hearted commitment – because God has already 

demonstrated His love for us.   

 

In a very real sense ‘Love the LORD your God with all your heart and soul and strength’ is the big 

takeaway here, but I think we can sum up Deuteronomy 6 like this – God, and God alone, deserves our 

whole hearted commitment because He has redeemed us. 

 

God, and God alone, deserves our whole hearted commitment because He has redeemed us. 

 

This is not just Israel’s story, this is our story.  God has redeemed us, just as He did Israel, and so the 

response of whole hearted devotion makes sense for us too.  So let’s unpack this. 

 

GOD deserves our whole hearted commitment.   

 

Whole hearted.  Every part of us.  Not just the parts of us that we choose to share with Him.  Not just an 

hour on Sunday morning.  God deserves to be loved with all of our heart and all of our soul and all of our 

strength.  We could burrow in on what each of those words means but basically it comes down to this – 

love the LORD YOUR GOD with every fibre of your being.   

 

It has been this week for me very convicting and very freeing to sit before the LORD in prayer and ask 

where I am loving God with less than ALL of my heart, ALL of my soul, ALL of my energy.   

 

And recognize that authentic love is rooted in the heart but demonstrated in all of life (Block, 181).  That 

means saying we love Him, but also showing it by teaching our children to love Him, by extending that 

love to others when we sit at home and when we walk along the road, and by making His priorities the 

goal of our lives.  That’s loving God with all of our heart and soul and strength.  God deserves our whole 

hearted commitment. 

 

And not only that, God ALONE deserves our whole hearted commitment.  The caution Moses gives to 

the Israelites is just as relevant for us.  When the LORD your God gives you strength to work and jobs to 

work at, and cars in your driveway and food on your table, do not forget the LORD.  God asks us to love 

and obey Him so that it will go well with us, but we also have to be sure that we don’t let that very God-

given prosperity take our eyes off of God.   

 



And certainly, we don’t give our allegiance to anyone else.  Your work is important, but it is not your 

god.  Your family is important, but it is not your god.  This church is important but it’s not your God.  

Money and power and pop culture are all very enticing but they are not the God who loves you.  God 

alone deserves our whole hearted commitment. 

 

And this is very important: Why?  Why does God deserve this whole hearted commitment? 

 

Because he has already shown that He is whole heartedly committed to us by redeeming us.   

 

Remember how Moses sets it up in Deuteronomy 6 – is Moses calling the people to love God so that He 

will love them?  No!  He’s already shown His love for them by redeeming them, and the call to love God 

with heart and soul and strength is simply a response to the love and grace of God.   

 

You can see that clearly in Deuteronomy 6 – look at verse 12 – ‘be careful that you do not forget the 

LORD’ – ok, but: why? – because He is the one who (already) brought you out of Egypt, out of the land 

of slavery. 

 

And again, verse 20, when your children ask ‘what is the meaning of these stipulations and decrees and 

laws God has commanded?’ you are to say ‘We were slaves in Egypt but the LORD rescued us to prosper 

us, just as He promised.’ 

 

God redeems and then calls to whole hearted commitment.  Loving the LORD with all your heart and 

soul and strength is not a way to earn God’s favour, but it's a response to the favour that God has 

already shown.   

 

Peter Craigie writes – “The command to obedience is only possible as a response of love to the Lord who 

has already brought His people out of Egypt and who was actively leading them into the promised land” 

(Craigie, 170). 

 

God called Israel to whole hearted commitment in response to His whole hearted love. 

 

And that’s true for us too.  Jesus doesn’t call us to love God with every fibre of our being to get Him to 

love us – He’s already demonstrated His tremendous love for us.  When we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.  We were slaves to sin wanting nothing to do with God and yet God stepped in to rescue us from 

the Kingdom of darkness.  When we were still sinners, Jesus willingly went to the Cross to forgive our 

debts and set us free.  That is a tremendous act of love.   

 

And that kind of redemption calls for some kind of response.  How do we respond?   

 

First, believe it – when the Israelites came out of Egypt, they had to trust that God would keep the Red 

Sea parted so they could get through, that He would protect them from the pharaoh’s army coming 

after them; same with us, we need to trust God to redeem us.  How do we do that?  We believe in our 

heart and say with our mouths – Jesus died to redeem me, a sinner – and with that God sets us free and 

give us new life.  That’s the first part of the response, but second -  



 

Second, love the LORD your God with all of your heart and soul and strength – respond to the love of 

God by loving Him back.  When we God’s enemies, God loved us and gave His Son for us, so now we can 

love HIM with every fibre of our being.   

 

God and God alone deserves our whole hearted commitment because He has redeemed us.   

 

That’s at the heart of Deuteronomy 6 and it’s also the heart of Christian faith.  God has loved us with an 

all-surpassing love; it just makes sense that we would respond with an equally lavish love.   

 

This morning we have a really neat opportunity to see this in action and to meditate on these truths 

further, because we are gathering together at the table of the LORD.  As we come to the Table, I think 

that it’s appropriate to borrow from Deuteronomy to say this –  

 

In the future, when your children ask – what does this (the table) mean?  Why does God ask us to do this 

as a part of our love for Him?  You respond –  

 

We were slaves to sin, unable to rescue ourselves, but the LORD brought us out of the kingdom of 

darkness with a mighty hand and outstretched arms.  Before our eyes, the Lord gave a miraculous sign – 

a miraculous sacrifice – He stretched out His arms upon a Cross and allowed sinful men to murder Him, 

to redeem the sins of man.  He died and was laid in the grave, but death could not keep Him.  He atoned 

our for sin and then God raised Him back to life, to intercede for all those who would trust in Him and to 

welcome us into the eternal life that He has promised us.  That is why we do these things; that is why we 

love the LORD, the LORD alone with every fibre of our being – that’s why we gather at the Table.  Let’s 

pray and then we’ll sing together as we prepare our hearts for communion. 

 

 

Communion 

 

God and God alone deserves our utter devotion – why? – because of this.  On the night that Jesus was 

betrayed, handed over to die for our redemption, Jesus gathered His followers and He took bread and 

He broke it, saying this is my body, which is for you.   

 

If you have claimed that, if you have made it your goal to love the LORD your God with all your heart and 

soul and strength, then this is for you.  Take the bread and hold it and we will receive it together.   

 

Pass 

 

Pray 

 

Receive 

 

In the same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup and said “This cup is the new covenant in my blood.”  

His blood guaranteed the promise God made to Abraham – to bless the nations through faith in Jesus.  If 



you have claimed and made it your goal to love the LORD your God with all of your heart and soul and 

strength, then this is for you.  Take the cup and hold it and we will receive it together. 

 

Pass 

 

Pray 

 

Receive 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Love the LORD your God with all your heart and soul and strength – knowing that that’s how much He 

loves you!    


