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Getting what we don’t deserve * Deuteronomy 27-30 

November 19, 2017 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 

 

If you’re like me, you’ve probably at one point or another thought ‘Why did Jesus have to die?’  I mean, I 

know He died to forgive our sins but why exactly did He have to DIE?  I mean, isn’t that a little extreme?  

Couldn’t God have worked out something a little more humane in order to forgive our sins and preserve 

His Son?  Why did He have to die such a brutal and rejected by God kind of death? 

 

Believe it or not, this morning’s passage in Deuteronomy helps us to answer that question and not only 

that, it helps us to understand all of the OT from here on out.  We’re going to cover A LOT of ground 

today, and at some point, you make think to yourself ‘why are we talking about this?’ but trust me, what 

we talk about this morning will make the book of Judges make way more sense, the Kings make more 

sense, the prophets make more sense, the exile – it all revolves around this morning’s passage and at 

the heart of this passage is the reason that Jesus died.   

 

We’re going to move fairly quickly through Deuteronomy 27, 28 and 29 so it would probably help you to 

have your Bible open in front of you so you can follow along as we go.  Remember, Deuteronomy is 

essentially a speech that Moses gives to the Israelites preparing them to go into the Promised Land and 

the big idea of the whole thing is essentially this – God and God alone deserves our whole hearted 

commitment because He has redeemed us.   

 

God has taken a nation of slaves and made them free.  They had nothing and they are about to walk into 

a fully furnished, five star Promised Land that will be theirs and so Moses realizes that it’s time to DTR.   

 

Do people still use that phrase?  DTR?  It was all the rage back when I was in university.  Define the 

relationship.  You’ve been hanging out with this guy or girl for a while and you decide ‘it’s time to DTR.’  

What is this (between you and me)? 

 

So God has delivered the people of Israel from slavery and carried them through the desert and they’ve 

been pretty inconsistent in their responses to God’s acts, so finally here on the cusp of the Promised 

Land, they decide it’s time to DTR.  God is going to explicitly lay out what it means to be in relationship 

with Him, who is holy and just and good.   

 

Now God knows that He is committed to these people – just look at the very end of chapter 26 – He 

talks about the Israelites as His treasured possession and a people holy to God 

 

17 You have declared this day that the LORD is your God and that you will walk in his ways, that you will 

keep his decrees, commands and laws, and that you will obey him. 

 18 And the LORD has declared this day that you are his people, his treasured possession as he 

promised, and that you are to keep all his commands. 

 19 He has declared that he will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has 

made and that you will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised. 

 (Deu 26:17-19 NIV). 
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But He knows that they are prone to wander and so not only does He want to lay out what it means to 

be in relationship with God, He wants to give them constant reminders so they will nurture that 

relationship when they get into the Land.   

 

So He gives them three jobs when they arrive – set up memorial stones, build an altar and have a 

ceremony. 

 

Deut 27:2 - 2 When you have crossed the Jordan into the land the LORD your God is giving you, set up 

some large stones and coat them with plaster. 

 3 Write on them all the words of this law when you have crossed over to enter the land the LORD your 

God is giving you, a land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD, the God of your fathers, 

promised you. 

 4 And when you have crossed the Jordan, set up these stones on Mount Ebal, as I command you today, 

and coat them with plaster. 

 

So – job number 1 – set up memorial stones and literally write the Law in stone – this will be a reminder 

of God’s grace in bringing you in and a reminder to respond with obedience. 

 

Job number 2 -  

 

 5 Build there an altar to the LORD your God, an altar of stones. Do not use any iron tool upon them. 

 6 Build the altar of the LORD your God with fieldstones and offer burnt offerings on it to the LORD your 

God. 

 7 Sacrifice fellowship offerings there, eating them and rejoicing in the presence of the LORD your God. 

 8 And you shall write very clearly all the words of this law on these stones you have set up." 

 

So job #2 – build an altar and worship the LORD with your offerings. 

 

And job 3 – hold a ceremony and what a ceremony it is – starting at verse 12 -  

 

12 When you have crossed the Jordan, these tribes shall stand on Mount Gerizima to bless the people: 

Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar,b Joseph and Benjamin. 

 13 And these tribes shall stand on Mount Ebal to pronounce curses: Reuben, Gad, Asher, Zebulun, Dan 

and Naphtali. 

 

So, fascinating ceremony here and we read in Joshua 8 that they actually DID it – set up the stones and 

built the altar and they had this ceremony so let me paint that picture for you.   

 

The people get into the land (which land? The land God is giving them) and they go to this place called 

Shechem which lies more or less in between two mountains – Mt Ebal and Mt Gerizim.  There’s about a 

mile between the two.   

 

Shechem was a very meaningful place – for one, it was the midpoint of the promised land (Block, 627) – 

and what’s more, it was deeply tied to God’s promise to Israel.  In Genesis 12, God makes the promise to 
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Abraham to bless him and make him into a nation, and a couple verses later, He appears to Abraham 

and says – “To your offspring, I will give this land” and guess where he’s standing – Shechem. 

 

6 Abram traveled through the landa as far as the site of the great tree of Morehb at Shechem.c At that 

time the Canaanitesd were in the land. 

 7 The LORD appeared to Abrama and said, "To your offspring1 I will give this land.b"c So he built an 

altar there to the LORD,d who had appeared to him. 

 (Gen 12:6-7 NIV). 

 

So the offspring of Abraham are standing on the very ground that God had promised to them and Moses 

tells them – you guys go up on that mountain and you guys go up on that mountain and we’re gonna 

have a ceremony where we commit ourselves to whole heartedly loving God for keeping His promise. 

 

So the one group goes up on the one mountain and the other goes on the other mountain and 

apparently this mountain situation creates a natural amphitheatre sort of thing so that you can hear 

shouts from one mountain echoing on the other.  And according to Joshua 8, they had the Ark of the 

Covenant at the bottom in between.   

 

Peter Craigie is bang on I think when he says “the symbolism is fairly clear.  The ark, containing the 

covenant tablets, was in the middle.  The people were either obedient to the law of the covenant or 

disobedient; there was no halfway house” (Craigie, 331).  It’s a very powerful picture to say “which 

mountain are you going to be on – the mountain of obedience and blessing or the mountain of infidelity 

and curses?”   

 

So they’re all up in the mountains, the symbol of their relationship with God in between then, and verse 

14 The Levites shall recite to all the people of Israel in a loud voice: 

 

15 "Cursed is the man who carves an image or casts an idol--a thing detestable to the LORD, the work of 

the craftsman's hands--and sets it up in secret." Then all the people shall say, "Amen!" 

 16 "Cursed is the man who dishonors his father or his mother." Then all the people shall say, "Amen!" 

 17 "Cursed is the man who moves his neighbor's boundary stone." Then all the people shall say, 

"Amen!" 

 

Do you see what’s going on here?  They’re binding themselves to these realities.  They’re saying ‘these 

actions ARE inconsistent with that God has shown us and so if we do them, we should expect to be 

cursed.”  And so they say ‘Amen’ like – we agree, let it be so. 

 

 18 "Cursed is the man who leads the blind astray on the road." Then all the people shall say, "Amen!" 

 19 "Cursed is the man who withholds justice from the alien, the fatherless or the widow."b Then all the 

people shall say, "Amen!" 

 20 "Cursed is the man who sleeps with his father's wife, for he dishonors his father's bed." Then all the 

people shall say, "Amen!" 

 21 "Cursed is the man who has sexual relations with any animal." Then all the people shall say, darn 

tootin’ "Amen!" 
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 22 "Cursed is the man who sleeps with his sister, the daughter of his father or the daughter of his 

mother." Then all the people shall say, "Amen!" 

 23 "Cursed is the man who sleeps with his mother-in-law." Then all the people shall say, "Amen!" 

 24 "Cursed is the man who kills his neighbor secretly." Then all the people shall say, "Amen!" 

 25 "Cursed is the man who accepts a bribe to kill an innocent person." Then all the people shall say, 

"Amen!" 

 

Now, are these the only actions that will get you cursed?  I don’t think so – and I’ve seen commentators 

suggest that these are just representative (Add Criaige quote for ppt) – twelve tribes, twelve curses – 

and I think the final one really drives that point home – verse 26: 

 

 26 "Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out." Then all the 

people shall say, "Amen!" 

 

Maybe you don’t lead the blind astray or kill your neighbour secretly, but still, he says if you fail to 

honour God by keeping the law, you are cursed, just as those others would be.  Some people actually 

think that James is just unpacking this verse when he writes - For whoever keeps the whole law and yet 

stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. (Jam 2:10 NIV). 

 

Cursed is the man who does not uphold the words of this law by carrying them out.   

 

And I know that it’s kind of uncomfortable to talk about curses in church but I think Peter Craigie puts it 

well –  

 

“Granted the highest possible privilege, an intimate relationship with God, man nevertheless goes his 

own way, [abandoning the words of the law], forgetful of that high calling, until he brings upon himself 

the curse of God.  The curse of God is not something inflicted with vindictive pleasure; rather it appears 

to be the inevitable outcome of life that is lived without regard for God, by rejecting a relationship with 

God whose essence is love” (Craigie, 44).   

 

So knowing how good God has been to them, the people commit themselves to this – if we fail to 

honour God by living in the way He has set before us, then we deserve to be cursed.  And I do think that 

it’s important that we see these commands not as arbitrary rules but as instructions given to prosper us.  

If you have a rule in your house no screen time before homework is done, it’s not parents being mean – 

it’s them trying to set you up for success and same here -  

 

…Moses’ role was not that of a great legalist or jurist, but was that of a man deeply concerned that the 

people who were under his charge should enter into the fullness of life that was potential in the 

covenant relationship with God” (Craigie, 213).   

 

And what a full life it was!  Chapter 28 just overflows with the blessings that flow out of obedience to 

God’s ways – look at verse 1 -  
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If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD 

your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 

 2 All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your God: 

 3 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country. 

 4 The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock--

the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. 

 5 Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed. 

 6 You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out. 

 7 The LORD will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will 

come at you from one direction but flee from you in seven. 

 8 The LORD will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The LORD your 

God will bless you in the land he is giving you. 

 9 The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep the 

commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways. 

 10 Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will fear 

you. 

 11 The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity--in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestocka 

and the crops of your ground--in the land he swore to your forefathers to give you. 

 12 The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in season 

and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. 

 13 The LORD will make you the head, not the tail.  (And if you’ve ever been in one of those two person 

horse costumes, you KNOW that’s true). If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God 

that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom. 

 (Deu 28:1-13 NIV). 

 

I’ve just kind of rattled them off but look at what a good life this is – fertility and prosperity and victory.  

People who respond to God’s mercy with obedience deserve blessing.  And to a nation of freed slaves, 

these are awesome blessings.   

 

But there’s a flip side to this too – people could choose to honour God and take up their place on the 

mountain of blessing, or they could choose to ignore Him and so go to the mountain of curses.   

 

Moses continues –  

 

15 However, if you do not obey the LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and 

decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you and overtake you: 

 

And he straight up lays out the flip side of the blessings –  

 

 16 You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country.  (We’ve heard that before, haven’t we?) 

 17 Your basket and your kneading trough will be cursed. 

 18 The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your land, and the calves of your herds and 

the lambs of your flocks. 

 19 You will be cursed when you come in and cursed when you go out (Deu 28:15-19 NIV). 
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That’s the exact opposite of the blessing, isn’t it?  And it just keeps going and the curses are way more 

detailed than the blessings so let me get cherry pick to give you a sense of it.    

 

20 The LORD will send on you curses, confusion and rebuke in everything you put your hand to, until you 

are destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of the evil you have done in forsaking him. 

 

 21 The LORD will plague you with diseases until he has destroyed you from the land you are entering to 

possess. 

 

24 The LORD will turn the rain of your country into dust and powder; it will come down from the skies 

until you are destroyed. 

 

 25 The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies. You will come at them from one 

direction but flee from them in seven. 

 

30 You will be pledged to be married to a woman, but another will take her and ravish her.  You will 

build a house, but you will not live in it.  You will plant a vineyard, but you will not even begin to enjoy 

its fruit. 

 

 32 Your sons and daughters will be given to another nation, and you will wear out your eyes watching 

for them day after day, powerless to lift a hand. 

… 

 45 All these curses will come upon you. They will pursue you and overtake you until you are destroyed, 

because you did not obey the LORD your God and observe the commands and decrees he gave you. 

 

 47 Because you did not serve the LORD your God joyfully and gladly in the time of prosperity, 

 48 therefore in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you will serve the enemies the LORD 

sends against you. He will put an iron yoke on your neck until he has destroyed you. 

 

 49 The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the ends of the earth, like an eagle 

swooping down, a nation whose language you will not understand, 

 50 a fierce-looking nation without respect for the old or pity for the young. 

52 They will lay siege to all the cities throughout your land until the high fortified walls in which you 

trust fall down. They will besiege all the cities throughout the land the LORD your God is giving you… 

 

64 Then the LORD will scatter you among all nations, from one end of the earth to the other 

(Deu 28:64 NIV). 

 

Those who respond to God’s mercy with contempt deserve to be cursed.  And there are a lot of curses 

here, but there’s two in particular that we should see – the curse of destruction and the curse of exile. 

 

If you go through the NIV Bible and circle the word ‘destroy’ in chapter 28, you will have eight circles on 

your page.   
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 21 The LORD will plague you with diseases until he has destroyed you from the land  

 

24 The LORD will turn the rain of your country into dust and powder; it will come down from the skies 

until you are destroyed. 

 

And verse 20! 

 

20 The LORD will send on you curses … until you are destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of the 

evil you have done in forsaking him. 

 

One major curse that infidelity deserves is destruction.   

 

And the other is exile.  Think about it.  These people have been longing for this land for at least forty 

years.  They’ve been aware of the promise to Abraham for even longer.  God is about to faithfully bring 

them into the land of their dreams… and if they forsake Him, they’ll lose it.   

 

49 The LORD will bring a nation against you from far away, from the ends of the earth, like an eagle 

swooping down, a nation whose language you will not understand, 

 50 a fierce-looking nation without respect for the old or pity for the young. 

 (Deu 28:49-50 NIV).  And the LORD will scatter them into all the nations.   

 

 

I know that this is heavy and it’s never nice to talk about curses and disobedience, so I want to bring in 

Dan Block on this.  He writes: “[These curses] never serve as sentences for guilt already incurred but as 

gracious warnings against future infidelity.  Their purpose is positive – to motivate obedience.  If God’s 

goodness does not stimulate his people to faith and righteous conduct, perhaps warnings like this will” 

(Block, 640).   

 

And I like that right away in chapter 29, Moses takes the people back to the goodness of God as 

motivator for obedience -  

 

29 verse 2 – Moses says to them (and I’ll paraphrase here – remember the mercy God has shown you – 

God brought you out of Egypt, God kept you safe in the desert, God gave you victory over your enemies 

– so, verse 9 –  

 

Carefully follow the terms of this covenant so that you may prosper in everything you do.   

 

Those who respond to God’s mercy with obedience deserve blessing and those who respond with 

contempt are under the curse.   

 



8 
 

And, so, knowing all this, and eager to show their gratitude and receive God’s blessings, the Israelites 

faithfully kept the covenant and prospered in everything they did.  And they all lived happily ever after.  

The end.  Right?  They were on the mountain.  They had the altar.  They had the stone memorial. 

 

I wish. 

Joshua took over from Moses and led the people into the Land, did everything chapter 27 says, but by 

the time Joshua died, everything fell apart.  In the first pages of Judges it says  

 

11 Then the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the LORD and served the Baals – idols - 

 12 They forsook the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of Egypt. They followed 

and worshiped various gods of the peoples around them. They provoked the LORD to anger 

 13 because they forsook him and served Baal and the Ashtoreths (Jdg 2:11-13). 

 

God had shown them tremendous mercy, delivering them from slavery, giving them land, and they 

responded not with whole hearted commitment, but by chasing after other gods.   

 

There’s a meme going around the internet and I thought I’d put my own spin on it – this is Israel.   

 

And how does it go?  Cursed are those who worship other gods.   

 

That’s the story of the book of Judges.  The people treated God’s grace with contempt and so they were 

cursed.  Their enemies fell on them and they were destroyed.  But then God, who is rich in mercy, 

showed the mercy and redeemed them.  He preserved a remnant.  And then they treated God’s mercy 

with contempt, and so they received the curse.   

 

This is the story of the Kings – the ones who treated God’s mercy with gratitude and followed His way 

prospered and the ones who didn’t were cursed.   

 

And this is the story of the prophets – over and again calling people to remember how good God had 

been to them and that responding by following His law would lead to blessing. 

 

And of course, they still didn’t and so fell under the curse – destruction and exile.  First the LORD 

allowed Assyria to come in and take over the north part – Israel – and they carted off all the people into 

exile in Assyria and they were never heard of again.  And then He allowed Babylon to come in and 

capture all of Judah and drag them away from the promised land.  Their unfaithful response to God’s 

mercy put them under the curse – of destruction and exile.  

 

And yet in His mercy, God preserved some of them and brought them back to the land.  Israel’s history 

displays this cycle over and over again – God shows mercy, Israel chases other gods, destruction, exile, 

God shows mercy.  Those who respond to God’s mercy with obedience deserve blessing while those 

who respond with contempt deserve to be cursed.   
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But here’s the problem.  None of us naturally responds to God with obedience.  All of us stumble 

somewhere, which means we have failed to uphold the words of this law by carrying them out 

(Deu 27:26 NIV).  That’s why the cycle kept replaying over and over again in the OT. 

 

I think about my own life – I had life and breath and a great family and food to eat and a good education 

and yet I really didn’t want anything to do with God.  I knew all about Him but I couldn’t quite bring 

myself to admit that maybe God was the one who had blessed me with those things.  And so I chose to 

go my own way.   

 

To act as if God didn’t exist or didn’t matter.  To respond to God’s mercy with contempt. 

And what happens when we reject the highest possible privilege – intimate relationship with the God 

who is in His very being LOVE?  Curses.  I deserved the curse.  Destruction.  Separation from God’s 

blessings.  That’s what exile feels like.   

 

I know that my past as a sinner isn’t all that colourful – I didn’t kill anybody or lead any blind people into 

ditches – but I sure didn’t uphold God’s law by keeping it.  Those who forsake God’s mercy and go their 

own way deserve to be cursed.   

 

God would be just in pouring out all the curses listed in chapter 28.   

 

But you know what He did?  He chose to pour them out on His Son instead.  Jesus bore the curse our sin 

deserved so that we could receive the blessings His obedience deserved.  “Christ redeemed us from the 

curse of the law by becoming a curse for us.” 

 

Think about that.  God saw how consistently humans fell, how easily we wander from God and so in His 

mercy He decided to deal with it Himself.   

 

He came in the person of His Son Jesus and lived a wholly obedient, wholly faithful life.  Jesus’ life shows 

us what a faithful response to God’s mercy looks like and so, on account of His obedience, He deserved 

blessing.  Prosperity and victory and blessing.   

 

But He chose instead to receive the curse that our sin deserved.  As the representative man with the 

power of God, He gathered in His body the destruction and exile that our sin earned from every time 

and every place, and suffered the curse instead of us.  Why?  So that we could receive the blessings He 

deserved.  Why?  Because that’s how merciful and how just God is.   

 

I mean somebody had to bear the curse.  If you have a fight with your mom or with one of your kids, it 

hurts the relationship.  And somebody has to bear the cost of that relational breach if that relationship is 

going to be restored.   

 

And that’s what God did.  He bore the curse we deserved to bring us back into relationship with Him.  

Jesus suffered the curse we deserved so we could experience the blessings He deserved.   

 

It’s Paul who wrote in Galatians -  



10 
 

 

13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is 

everyone who is hung on a tree"  (He’s quoting Deuteronomy there – in Deut 21 being hung on a tree 

communicates that God has cursed you – you’re destroyed, you’re exiled, separated from God.   

 

22 If a man guilty of a capital offense is put to death and his body is hung on a tree, 

 23 you must not leave his body on the tree overnight. Be sure to bury him that same day, because 

anyone who is hung on a tree is under God's curse. You must not desecrated the land the LORD your God 

is giving you as an inheritance. 

 (Deu 21:22-23 NIV). 

 

When Jesus died on that Cross, hung on that tree, He experienced the curse we deserved so we could 

receive the blessing He deserved. –  

 

Jesus got the curses we deserved, so that we could receive the blessings He deserved.  That’s mercy! 

 

How do we respond?   

 

Well, first, have you accepted that Jesus died for you?  That the awful death that He experienced was 

the curse that you earned through sin?  It’s humbling, I know, but at the same time, it’s freeing, it’s life-

giving – do you see how much God loves you – He was willing to bear the curse you deserved so that He 

could give you the blessings He deserved.  Respond.  Believe in your heart that Jesus redeemed you 

from the curse by becoming the curse.  Ask God to forgive your sin and help you to walk in His ways. 

 

And second, I know that’s the majority of us, so what are we going to do now?  We know that we 

deserved the curse but by grace received Jesus’ blessings instead – that’s a tremendous act of mercy.  

How are we going to respond to that mercy? 

 

Those who respond to God’s mercy with obedience deserve blessing while those who go their own way 

deserve to be cursed. 

 

How are you going to live?  In grateful obedience, that it might go well with you?  Or in contemptuous 

denial of all God has done? 

 

Which mountain do you belong on?  The mountain of blessing or the mountain of cursing? 

 

 Now listen, I don’t want you to misunderstand me.  I am NOT saying that God will kick you off the 

mountain of blessing if you fail to keep God’s commands once you have trusted Jesus.  I am NOT saying 

that.   

 

But what I AM saying though is why would you NOT want to keep those commands?  Jesus died to 

redeem you.  The commands are given to prosper you.  Faithfulness to God is a natural response to the 

grace He has shown.   The mountain of blessing is a good place to be and by keeping the Law we are 

showing that we are glad to be there! 
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Now I realize that saying ‘keep the law’ is incredibly vague, and what’s more, there are aspects of the OT 

Law that Jesus made obsolete so how do we as Christians apply this?   

 

Well, Jesus made it simple for us.  What’s the greatest commandment?  What’s the greatest command 

upon which all the Law and the prophets hang?  Love the LORD your God with all your heart and all your 

soul and all your strength and express it by loving your neighbour. 

 

When we do that, we are obediently walking in God’s will, we are showing our Lord that His death was 

not in vain, that it means something to us, that we appreciate what He has done for us.  His is the way of 

blessing, let’s respond to His mercy by walking in it.   

 

 

 

 

Benediction 

20 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead 

our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 

 21 equip you with everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, 

through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. v (Heb 13:20-21 NIV). 


