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Jesus’ ministry of restoration * Luke 4:14-30 

January 7, 2018 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 

 

This morning we are launching into a brand new sermon series that really isn’t all that new at all. 

 

We spent a lot of time this Christmas in the book of Luke and this year I felt like it would be nice to pick 

up that story, after the census, after the manger, and follow Luke as he explains how that baby in the 

manger became the Saviour on the Cross.   

 

Now Luke tells us at the beginning of his book that he has carefully investigated all the events of Jesus’ 

life.  And he’s actually writing to someone named Theophilus so that Theophilus can feel confident in all 

that he has believed about Jesus.  We don’t know who Theophilus was but we can certainly benefit from 

the book meant to encourage him, so we’re going to track with Luke as he tells us all about the Acts of 

Jesus.   

 

(Now I’m calling it that because Luke actually wrote another book in the Bible – can you guess what it is?  

The Acts of the Apostles.  Compare the first chapters of Luke and Acts and you’ll see it’s the same person 

recording a continuous story – first about the acts of Jesus and then the acts of His Church.  We’ll pick up 

that one sometime in the future, but for now, the acts of Jesus according to Luke). 

 

So from now until Easter, with a break or two on the way, we’re going to listen to Luke as He tells us all 

about who Jesus is and all the things that He did while He walked this earth. 

 

Now, we’re not going to cover every single detail in Luke because we’ve already heard some of those 

details in previous messages.  I actually went online out of curiosity and found that out all the messages 

up at Langfordcommunitychurch.ca besides the sermon on the mount and the Gospel of John which 

we’ve studied together, Luke is by far the Gospel that we’ve covered in stand alone messages up to this 

point.  Apparently I like Luke.   

 

So we’re going to track together with Luke through his Gospel and I do encourage you to be reading 

ahead and filling in the gaps as we go in your devotional time at home.  I plan to have an outline from 

now until Easter to you next week.   

 

But for today, we’re going to look at chapter four.  

 

Now as our passage begins, we find that Luke has made a very interesting decision about how to begin 

his account of Jesus’ ministry.  We know from Matthew and Mark (and actually verse 23 implies that 

Luke knows too) that Jesus has been doing some miracles BEFORE this event in Nazareth, but Luke 

doesn’t bring them up until AFTER he has recorded what happened here in Nazareth.  Why? 

 

Luke waits to tell us about Jesus’ miracles so that He can tell us what they mean first.  He doesn’t want 

us to think that these are miracles for the sake of miracles – these are miracles to show that God is 

intervening in human history – and so he tells us about Nazareth first as a sign post to say ‘this is what 

these mighty works are all about.’   
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So let’s into it at verse 14 – chapter 4, verse 14. 

 

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the whole 

countryside.  15 He taught in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 

 (Luk 4:14-15 NIV). 

 

And THEN 16 He went to Nazareth, where He had been brought up.   

 

(Now remember, at this point, Jesus was like an air miles frequent flyer guy – He was always on the road 

– even as a baby, down to Egypt to escape from Herod, then back up to Nazareth and then when He had 

grown, He hit the road and now here He was, back again.   

 

It’s a little bit like if Patrick went off to seminary and came back here and was about to deliver His very 

first sermon to the crowd.  That’s what Jesus is looking at here.  And verse 15 says ‘he taught in their 

synagogues’ (in Galilee) so of course He’s going to be invited to speak to the hometown crowd.   

 

And he stood up to read. 

 17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is 

written: (so He’s expressly choosing to read this specific portion of scripture) and He reads –  

 

 18 "The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 

oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor –the year of Jubilee." 

 

Then he rolled up the scroll and said ‘Today this Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.’  Boom.  Then he 

dropped the mic and walked offstage.  Not really, but that’s the effect of it. 

 

This is ‘jaw on the floor’ stuff.  I’ll bet the ‘everybody’s eyes were on Him’ was an understatement. 

 

Isaiah 61 is a passage of Scripture that they all knew.  It’s one of a series of pictures in Isaiah that 

describes someone sent by God who would come and make all things right and so the people of Israel 

were all waiting for that day when this Isaiah 61 style saviour would come.   

 

And Jesus reads Isaiah 61 and says ‘that’s me.’ 

 

“God has put His Spirit on me and is bringing restoration to me.”   

 

Look at that list – it’s all about restoration –  

 

giving dignity and strength back to the poor (both literally and spiritually),  

giving freedom back to prisoners  

restoring sight to the blind both physically and spiritually,  

restoring autonomy to those who are oppressed and then 
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declaring the year of Jubilee.  

 

That doesn’t hit us the same way it would a Jewish audience but ‘the Year of Jubilee was a big deal.’  

According to Leviticus 25, every fifty years, there was to be a year of Jubilee.  You return the land back to 

the people who originally owned it, you free people who have been enslaved over the last fifty years, 

you forgave all debts and you don’t work for the year because God will superabundantly provide the 

year before – the year of Jubilee is year when God undoes any oppression that has happened and makes 

things the way they ought to be in His Kingdom.   

 

And so it’s little wonder that this idea of ‘the day of Jubilee’ was understand by 1st century Jews as a 

picture of the day that God would finally put down evil and give His people a brand new start.   

 

And Jesus says ‘that’s today and it comes through me.’  Verse 20 -  

 

 20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  

 

(My instinct is to think that that was it – Jesus is like – ‘what more can I say?’ and then sits down- but 

really, the fact is that sitting down meant He was just getting started.  Jewish teachers taught sitting 

down, rather than standing up, (like us protestants do) leading to the old joke that preachers stand so 

they won’t be tempted to speak too long). 

 

But I can imagine that as Jesus sat down to teach, He would have unpacked all of those works of 

restoration that Isaiah anticipated.  And to be sure, Isaiah 61 is not the complete list - Jesus would do 

this AND more – but it is is paradigmatic of Jesus’ ministry – Isaiah 61 gives us a sense of what all Jesus 

will do in lifetime.  That’s why I feel confident of gathering these all together under the umbrella of 

restoration. 

 

Verse 22 - All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. "Isn't 

this Joseph's son?" they asked (Luk 4:22 NIV).  You can just imagine – hometown crowd gushing - “Wow!  

What a gifted speaker!  What a great message!  God is coming to set things right.” 

 

But, it turns out that everything was about to go wrong. 

 

Jesus has JUST announced that He has come to bring the sort of restoration that God promised in Isaiah 

61 and then this happens - Verse 23 -  

 

23 Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! Do here in 

your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.' "  (I mentioned this verse earlier – it 

seems to imply that Jesus had been doing things in between the temptation in the desert and this event 

here in Nazareth, but again, Luke has held off telling us about those things, so that he can tell us what 

they’re all about first). 

 

 24 "I tell you the truth," he continued, "no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 
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 25 I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah's time, when the sky was shut for three 

and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 

 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 

 

 27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them 

was cleansed--only Naaman the Syrian." 

 

 28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this – filled with wrath, the KJV says. 

 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was 

built, in order to throw him down the cliff. 

 

We have a saying around our house, based on a time what Ben surprised grandma on the pool deck by 

squirting her with water – I dd NOT see THAT one coming! 

 

Jesus has just announced this tremendous news!  And they want to throw Him off a cliff! 

 

 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way (Luk 4:23-30 NIV). 

 

What?  What is going on here?  I’ll tell you – when I first started working through this passage – I got to 

this part and thought ‘what is happening?’  Why is Jesus picking a fight with these people?  Why does He 

bring up Elijah and Elisha?  And why do they get so mad that they try to throw Jesus off a cliff?! 

 

Like, Jesus has just announced that He has come to bring the restoration God promised in Isaiah 61 and 

then suddenly, they want to kill Him.  What’s going on?   

 

Well first off, many scholars point out that this event, right at the very outset of Jesus’ ministry is not 

just a paradigm for the content of Jesus’ ministry; it also anticipates people’s response to His teaching.  

Darrell Bock writes -  

 

This event becomes a snapshot of what Jesus’ entire Galilean ministry will be like: People will be amazed 

at his teaching and claims, but they will not flock to him. Bock, Darrell L.. Luke: The NIVAC, (p. 135). 

 

But to get deeper into it – why does this happen like this? – then we need to dig a little deeper into the 

text.  Ok – so look close, starting at verse 22 –  

 

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. 

Ok, everything’s all good here – they have heard what Jesus is going to do and they’re excited about it. 

 

 23 Jesus said to them, "Surely you will quote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself!  And next line 

helps us to understand that - Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in 

Capernaum.' " 
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Jesus is looking into their hearts and seeing – these people are only excited about the good news – as 

long as it’s all for them.  ‘Do here what you did there!’ ‘Come on, physician – spread that medicine 

around here in your hometown!’   

 

David Garland writes: ‘The people in Nazareth will want to see the same display of power that Jesus will 

unleash in other places and may even want to restrict it to their own limited circle.  Though He may be 

perceived as a hometown boy, He is not and His mission is not to be restricted to His hometown’ 

(Garland, 203).   

 

And that’s where Elijah and Elisha come in – Jesus is drawing a parallel to say ‘God’s restorative work is 

not just for Israel – it’s not just for you – it’s also for people you would least expect – Like a Gentile 

woman in Elijah’s case and an officer in an opposing army – Naaman and Elisha. 

 

“Jesus splashes cold water on their eager expectation that his local family connections will mean special 

advantages for them.  There will be no nepotism in the reign of God” (Garland, 203).   

 

The people of Nazareth make a fundamental mistake that all too many faith communities do.  They start 

to think that God’s blessings are only for them, and those who are like them.  They start to draw lines 

and say ‘we’re worthy of the Good News’ and if you don’t meet our standard, then you’re out and we 

don’t want to share. 

 

But listen, here’s the thing – Jesus’ restorative work IS good news for us but also for those we’d least 

expect.   

 

Jesus’ restorative work IS good news for us but also for those we’d least expect.   

 

Jesus’ restorative work IS good news and the people of Nazareth were right to get excited about it.  

Jesus was there to fulfill God’s long term promise of making all things right and throughout the Gospel 

of Luke, we’re going to see sight restored to the blind, dignity restored to the disenfranchised, and 

freedom restored to the prisoner.  But even more than that, we are going to see sinners restored to 

relationship with God.  I mean, that’s the big one.  By far.   

 

That sense of forgiveness is actually there in Isaiah but it’s tucked into words that we probably miss.  

Look at verse 18 - He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners (Luke 4:18 NIV). 

 

That word ‘freedom’ – Luke uses that word eight other times in Luke and Acts and guess what it’s 

freedom from, every time?  Sin.  Just as an example, Luke 3:3, John the Baptist is going around the 

Jordan preaching reaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins (Luk 3:3 NIV) – that’s the 

very same word.  The translation doesn’t make it entirely clear but Isaiah himself anticipated that God’s 

servant would proclaim forgiveness for the prisoners. 

 

And then, that word prisoner – that’s a fine translation, but it misses a nuance that Jewish people would 

have caught.  The word there is more like ‘captives’ – it’s the word you use when you want to describe a 

person who has been taken from their home against their will.  A person who has been taken captive 
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and sent into Exile.  And the Jewish people knew what it meant to go into Exile.  They had experienced 

it.  Their prophets wrote about it non stop.  And why do they go into exile.  (Remember that message 

from Isaiah on Christmas Eve morning?) Because they have sinned against God.  So then if Jesus has 

come to ‘release’/’forgive’ captives – that means He is here to forgive sin and restore people to 

relationship with God,  

 

And that’s good news!  That’s good news for us!  That means that God does not hold our sins against us 

– He has taken the initiative to forgive us and bring us into life with Him and set all things right, in His 

time, the way He made them to be, in the beginning. 

 

But it’s not just for us.  It’s for people we would least expect.  I mean, the Jews in Nazareth would never 

have expected that we would benefit from this – as far as I know, we’re all Gentiles here and more like 

Naaman and the lady in Zarephath than the people in Jesus’ hometown.  But it’s not just for us – it’s for 

people who are not like us – people with different clothing and different skin colours and different 

accents.  People with nose rings and ear spacers scary tattoos. 

 

Jesus’ work of restoration is good news for us but also for those we least expect. 

 

I think it would be very easy for Langford to make the same mistake as the people of Nazareth – we’ve 

got so much history here and family ties going back generations – it would be very easy for us to turn 

inwards and think only about how God’s restorative work benefits us – but I don’t think we’re going to.  I 

get the sense that you know we exist not just for ourselves, but for the benefit of the world.   

 

I get the sense that your instinct when you hear the Good News about Jesus is not to say ‘I want that all 

for myself’ but to say ‘Thank God for the Gospel, for my sake and for the sake of those I’d least expect.’   

 

So knowing that, I think that we need to be intentional about celebrating God’s restorative work in 

people we’d least expect and supporting God’s work in people we’d least expect. 

 

And so early in this week, I got thinking – who do we know that is actively extending Jesus’ restoration 

to people we’d least expect and wouldn’t it be neat to celebrate that work with them and see if we 

could help.  And so I got in touch with Carol Owen over at Friendship House and asked her if she could 

help me out.  She couldn’t be here this morning, but we connected by Skype and so I want to show you 

a video of what she said.   

 

I asked her two questions.  Do you see Jesus doing the work of restoration through your ministry at 

Friendship House? 

 

And how can we celebrate and support what He is doing?   

 

Here are her answers.    
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BENEDICTION 

2 Th. 2:16-17 - Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us 

eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good 

work and word. 


