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Amazing faith * Luke 7:1-10 

January 21, 2018 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 

 

How many of you remember Susan Boyle?  She was a contestant on Britain’s Got Talent a number of 

years back and when she came out on stage, people weren’t quite sure how to react.  Here was this 

frumpy looking ’47 year old lady who lived with her cat’ and at first glance, nobody expected much. 

 

But then she began to sing.  

 

I’ll show you the video because it’s quite remarkable, and just pay close attention to how the judges 

react.   

 

(Play the video) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5D5DgQi2oqA 

 

The way the judges react to her is the very same way that Jesus responded to our centurion.   

 

He was amazed, astonished, astounded.  Jaw on the floor stuff.   

 

Why?   

 

What was it about the centurion that amazed Jesus?  Luke doesn’t say if he broke into song, but he does 

tell us this – verse 9 – Jesus was amazed and said ‘I have not found such great faith even in Israel.’ 

 

Jesus was amazed at his faith.  I don’t know about you but I’d like to have the kind of faith that amazes 

the Son of God.   

 

So what does that look like exactly?  What was it about this guy’s faith that made Jesus go ‘Wow.’? 

 

That’s the question we’re going to explore here this morning, so let’s turn together to Luke, chapter 7.   

 

We’re in chapter seven, verse 1 and as chapter 7 opens, Jesus has just been teaching many of the same 

things that He taught in the Sermon on the Mount, and that’s why, verse one of chapter 7 goes (v 1): 

 

When Jesus had finished saying all this in the hearing of the people, he entered Capernaum. 

(Luk 7:1 NIV). 

 

Now at that time in Capernaum, there was a Roman army officer (v2) living there, and since he’s called a 

centurion, that means he was probably in charge of sixty to one hundred men.  Rome didn’t officially 

have troops stationed in Israel until about ten years later (Marshall, 279) so these guys were probably 

serving as a mercenary police force in the region (Bock, BECNT, 635). 

 

Normally, this wasn’t a great mix because the local Jewish people weren’t crazy about these foreigners 

in their midst.  First of all, the Jews thought the gentiles were unclean and what’s more, these Gentile 

outsiders were there and eating up the resources of the community.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5D5DgQi2oqA
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And yet this particular Gentile seems to have had a positive relationship with the Jewish people around 

him, and the feeling was mutual.  He seems to have conducted himself with fairness and wisdom, and in 

fact, he seems to have been interested in the Jewish people and the God that they worshiped.  He 

actually paid out of his own pocket to build a synagogue in this community.   

 

Now that’s definitely possible because centurions could be quite wealthy, earning up to ten times the 

amount the average grunt would make.  “In a period where the lowest-paid soldiers earned 75 denarii, a 

centurion earned between 3750 and 7500” (Bock, BECNT, 635) – a year, I assume.   This centurion had 

cash.  And what’s more, he was willing to part with it, for the benefit of the Jewish people around him.   

 

Some cynics might say that this centurion was just trying to buy off the community – the Romans 

understood religion to be a vehicle of order and morality, so if this guy was leading a police force, then 

building a synagogue to promote order and morality would make his life a lot easier.  (“Why would a 

foreign soldier do this?  Augustus saw synagogues as valuable, because they maintained order and 

morality… examples of such Gentile generosity are noted in other Jewish sources.  One inscription of 

note speaks of a Gentile who built a Jewish house of prayer” (Bock, 638).  

 

But I don’t think that that was what was going on here (painting again) (LAST SLIDE TIL PAGE3 ).  This 

centurion seems to have been genuinely interested in the Jewish people and the God they worshiped, 

because in a few minutes, the Jewish people say about him ‘he loves our nation’ – and he certainly goes 

out of his way to express faith in the one whom God has sent.   

 

Now, as is often the case in this cultural setting, this wealthy centurion had servants and slaves to do 

everything from cooking to administration to hard labour.  It’s true that often in this context, servants 

were treated as little more than property to be used and discarded, but it’s also true that in some cases, 

servants could be very valuable to their masters and masters relied heavily on and trusted implicitly in 

their slaves. 

 

And that seems to be the case here.  This centurion had a servant who was highly valued, and in fact, 

you could translate that ‘honoured’ or ‘respected’ or even ‘precious’ (Garland, 295).  Apparently this 

particular servant was very important to this centurion.  And so when the servant got sick – like really 

sick – close to death sick – this centurion decided to do what he could to intervene on his servant’s 

behalf.   

 

Now as the head of the police force in this very Jewish area, he must have heard of this maverick Jewish 

teacher going around the countryside and causing a scene every time He opened His mouth.  And I think 

that he got the sense that this teacher was in fact sent by the God of Israel – the God of ‘the people 

loved’ – and so I wonder if he started thinking - ‘I wonder if this teacher would heal MY servant?’ 

 

But there’s a problem here.  Sure, he had a good relationship with the Jewish people in his community, 

but that wasn’t true across the board.  So how could he, a Roman, Gentile outsider, approach this 

influential Jewish teacher, in a way that will honour the teacher and hopefully heal the servant? 
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I wonder if he sat down with some of the Jewish leaders and said ‘I’d really like to ask this teacher to 

heal my servant, but I don’t think I can.  Who am I to ask?’ 

 

I wonder if the leaders said ‘We’ll go ask for you’ and so however it happened, the centurion sent the 

Jewish leaders to speak to Jesus on his behalf.   

 

And so the Jewish leaders found out where Jesus was staying and they came to Him and pleaded with 

Him earnestly to heal the centurion’s servant, saying ‘This man deserves to have you do this, because he 

loves our nation and has built our synagogue.’   

 

So Jesus went with them.   

 

But in the meantime, the centurion had started to wonder if maybe he had been to presumptuous 

about all this.  Maybe it would look as if he was trying to leverage the Jews to get what he wanted and 

so he sent a second delegation to go to Jesus and clarify how he really felt.   

 

And so, not far from the house, these friends caught up with Jesus and said exactly what the centurion 

had asked them to say –  

 

"Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 

 7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and my servant 

will be healed. 

 8 For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and 

that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it" (Luk 7:6-8 NIV). 

 

Except now he is close to death and I can’t do anything about it.   

 

This centurion is way up there in the military command and he knows that his word is law – if he says to 

do something, the people below will do it.  That’s just how much authority he has.   

 

But he has no power over this sickness that is killing his servant but he knows that Jesus does.  And as 

surely as a troop of soldiers will march away if he dismisses them, this illness will flee if Jesus but says 

the word.   

 

That is why this centurion is willing to place so much faith in Jesus – because Jesus has authority over 

sickness and death.  Jesus came to proclaim the kingdom of God and forgiveness of sins, but to 

demonstrate that what He was saying was true, He also had authority to heal sickness and tell illness to 

hit the road.   

 

And not only did He have a ‘little’ authority – just look at how the centurion starts out – verse 6 – Lord, 

don’t trouble yourself by coming here – just say the word and my servant will be healed.  Not only just 

Jesus have authority over illness, He doesn’t even have to be in the same room as that illness to make it 

go.  Typically at this time the general understanding was that if you were going to heal someone – if you 

could – you would have to touch them (“In antiquity, miraculous healing were thought to be possible 
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only through direct contact” (Bovon in Garland, 296) and yet here, the centurion proclaims, ‘Jesus, You 

don’t even have to be near my servant – You say the word and He will be healed.’  That’s how great His 

authority is.  And according to verse ten that’s exactly what happened.   

 

the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well (Luk 7:10 NIV). 

 

But the people don’t know that yet, they’re still standing in Jesus’ presence, conveying to him the faith 

that this centurion has put in Jesus’ authority over sickness, and … 

 

when Jesus heard this, He was amazed at him and turning to the crowd following him, He said “I tell you, 

I have not found such great faith, even in Israel.”  Remember how the judges reacted to Susan Boyle; 

that’s Jesus here  - eyebrows raised, big smile – this guy gets it.  This Gentiles gets it.  This guy has 

amazing faith.’   

 

What’s amazing faith?  

 

Amazing faith is humble in spirit reliant and on Jesus. 

 

Amazing faith is humble in spirit and reliant on Jesus. 

 

Let me show you why I say that and I do that through the three lines of dialogue that appear in this 

account.  You’ve probably heard it said ‘if you want to know what a poem is about, you look at the last 

line,’ well, with narratives the meaning is often tucked into the dialogue so let’s look at it.  You probably 

weren’t counting as you went along, but there are three distinct speeches in this story -  

 

First, what the elders say – verse 4 –  

 

4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, "This man deserves to have you do this, 

 5 because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue" (Luk 7:4-5 NIV). 

 

According to them, this centurion deserves to have his servant healed.  They are operating in a 

worldview that says ‘your only hope for answered prayer is who you are.  What you’ve done.’   And this 

guy built them a synagogue, and so they say ‘Listen Jesus, he deserves to have you do this one little 

favour for him because he loves your people and he gave us a lot money to build a synagogue.’  So, pony 

up and heal this guy’s servant because he deserves it.  The elders put their faith in the centurion’s 

works.   

 

Contrast that with what the centurion says – verse 6 - "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve 

to have you come under my roof.  7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. 

But say the word, and my servant will be healed (Luk 7:6-7 NIV).   

 

Who is HE relying on?  Jesus.  I don’t deserve to have You to my home.  I’m not even worthy to approach 

you myself.  But You, You have the power to heal and the authority to heal, so Lord, just say the word. 
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He understood his helplessness in this situation and he didn’t try to hide it.  He didn’t put on a brave 

face and say I’m a soldier who laughs in the face of death – he comes humbly to Jesus and says ‘I’m 

helpless here – but I know You’re not.  I know You have authority and sovereignty over all of this, and so 

I am committing myself to rely entirely upon You here.’ 

 

Now tell me, which of these perspectives does Jesus applaud?  He deserves it, so you better act?  Or I 

deserve nothing but trust You can act? 

 

Verse 9  - ‘what Jesus says’ - "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel."   

 

The Israelites come and say ‘he deserves Your mercy Jesus’ but the centurion displays real faith by 

coming humbly to Jesus and relying entirely upon Him.   

 

It’s not who you are, it’s who you trust.   

 

This centurion has reflected soberly on who he is and what he is capable of and he has reflected soberly 

on who Jesus is and what He is capable of and having done the math, he humbly sets himself to rely 

entirely upon the God who has authority over sickness and death.   

 

Jesus is amazed by faith that is humble in spirit and reliant upon Him.   

 

And as He says ‘I’ve never seen faith like this!’ what does Jesus do?  ‘He turned to the crowd following 

him and speaks directly to them…’  You know what He’s doing?  He’s looking at them, He looking at us 

and saying ‘This is the kind of faith that amazes me.  Will you have this kind of faith?’ 

 

Will you come to Me humbly, not telling Me what to do, not leaning on your own wisdom, not relying on 

your own works to bribe me into action, but relying on My sovereign authority in this situation, and My 

absolute commitment to prosper you and not to harm you?   

 

Because that’s amazing faith.   

 

It’s not who you are but who you trust.   

 

Let me try to work this out in a very real world situation.  Given the events of this account, I think it’s 

very reasonable to say – ok – amazing faith is humble in spirit and reliant upon Jesus.   

 

What does faith that is humble in spirit and reliant upon Jesus look like when your mom gets sick?  Or 

your spouse gets bad news from the doctor?  What happens when someone you value is so sick that 

they are close to death?   

 

Amazing faith takes a page from this centurion’s playbook. 

 

Amazing faith comes humbly to Jesus. 
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Amazing faith sits in that hospital room and resists the temptation to think we understand the situation 

better than God.   

Amazing faith lets go of any worldly claim that says ‘we’re good people, why is this happening to us?’ 

 

Amazing faith does all that it can – I mean, the centurion didn’t sit inert – he actively sought help, he 

humbled himself – a Gentile soldier – by submitting to a Jewish teacher – he did all that he could to help 

to heal the life of his servant. 

 

But he did it all relying on Jesus’ strength.   

 

Amazing faith admits “I am entirely powerless here, but You are entirely powerful.” 

 

Amazing faith puts all our hope in Jesus’ sovereign authority over illness and His unshakeable promise to 

work for good, every time.   

 

Amazing faith means bringing your loved one to Jesus in prayer and trusting Him to work in their lives 

for their good with authority and compassion.   

 

And even if you don’t know what to pray, it’s clear from the centurion that the words you use are not 

nearly as important as your heart.  

 

I’d like to close here by quoting Darrell Bock at length -  

 

The central lesson of the centurion story is the nature of the man’s faith. His humility [that is, his 

willingness to open his wallet and spend lavishly for the benefit of others) had allowed others to honor 

him as a worthy man, but standing before the presence of God’s messenger, he understood that God 

owed him nothing... Yet he also understood God’s authority to heal and his compassion. He believed 

Jesus could heal by a simple sovereign word even at a physical distance—a situation that applies even 

more today in light of Jesus’ presence in heaven. And he knew that Jesus cared enough to do so. Such 

faith and humility in approaching God’s power are what amaze Jesus. This passage calls us to possess a 

similar faith. Bock, Darrell L.. Luke: The NIV Application Commentary from Biblical Text to Contemporary 

Life (pp. 207-208). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 

  

It’s not about who you are but who you trust.   

 

“Nothing in my hand I bring, simply to Thy Cross I cling.” 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

2 Cor. 13:11 - Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with 

one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 


