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Greatly forgiven * Luke 7:36-50 

January 28, 2018 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 

 

In my hand here I have a memento of one of my most treasured memories as a parent.  You’re going to 

laugh at me because it’s really not THAT significant, but for me, that day it was really significant. 

  

I don’t remember exactly what happened; I think it went like this - Ben forgot his lunch at home and so 

before lunch came around, I drove up to the other side of town to his school to drop off his lunch and 

before I did, I wrote him a little note – to Ben heart Dad.  He was just beginning to read and write at that 

point so I thought it would be a nice little treat for him.  He’d get his lunch and he’d get this message 

from his dad saying ‘Ben I love you.’ 

 

When I picked him up that night, he handed that note back to me, with his own message on the back.  

To dad, heart Ben.  It was really special.  It said in a very simple and yet very meaningful way, Dad, I 

appreciate what you have done for me and I want you to know that. 

 

Our passage this morning asks us to think about our relationship with God in those terms.  In His Son 

Jesus, in His death and resurrection, in the Bible that tells us all about it, God has said quite clearly – to 

you, heart God.   

 

Do our lives say back to Him ‘I appreciate what you have done and I want you to know that’?  Or do they 

say something else?   

 

Join me in Luke chapter 7, (last slide til page 4) and we’re going to start in verse 36.   

 

36 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house 

and reclined at the table. (Luk 7:36 NIV). 

 

We don’t really know WHY this Pharisee wanted to have Jesus over for dinner – it may be that 

synagogue just wrapped up and so rather than going to Tim Horton’s together, the Pharisee said to 

Jesus ‘come back to my house; we’ll eat together.’  Whatever his motivation, it would have been quite 

the coup for this Pharisee to score such a significant dinner guest.  Jesus wouldn’t have been the only 

one invited to this party and guests at these sorts of things would be required to share some insight into 

what they knew about – it’s like a dining room TED Talk – and look it – JESUS is coming to give the talk.  

That’s impressive. 

 

Now there were other invited guests, but that’s not all.  When people held dinners like this, it was quite 

common for people from the community to wander in and sit quietly in the background and listen in on 

all the interesting things that were being said by these fascinating people.  In fact, often times the dining 

area was simply in an open, outdoor space where people could make their way in and be a fly on the 

wall.   

 

So Jesus and the Pharisee and his friends were all reclining at the table – they would lay on their side, 

propped up on pillows, feet going out from the table – you know, you put the stinkiest things farthest 
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away from the table – and there was a lovely conversation going on.  People were bantering back and 

forth, the food was good, everything was going exactly as the Pharisee had intended. 

 

And then all of a sudden, one by one, the guests started going quiet.  An awkward tension filled the air.   

 

Because there, in this Pharisees’ holy house of holiness, stood a woman of the town, who was the exact 

opposite of holy. 

 

She never intended to be that way, but one bad decision followed another, and a few tough breaks 

later, she found herself trapped in a cycle of sin that left her feeling broken and ashamed.   

 

She knew all the laws of God, just like that Pharisee did, but where he found them comforting, because 

the law made him look good, she found them crushing, because she had driven a semi right through 

them.  And everyone in town knew.  And everybody avoided her.  Everybody thought she was garbage.  

And she started to think that that was how God saw her too.  I mean, that’s the impression the men of 

God, the Pharisees, gave her.   

 

And then one day, she heard about this new preacher in town, who was doing miracles and declaring 

forgiveness and calling all God’s sinful people back to Him.  And she went and listened.   

 

And for the first time, she realized that God didn’t see her as the sinful woman of the town that 

everybody else saw her as; He saw her as a beloved child, enslaved to sin and He had come to proclaim 

freedom to the captives.  Though her sins were like scarlet, God was willing to make them white as 

snow.   

 

And she wanted that, desperately, and she believed that Jesus was truly offering a new start.  She to 

meet Him face to face and ask for forgiveness in person and let Him know how grateful she was for His 

grace.   

 

And so when she heard that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee’s house, she thought ‘this is my chance,’ 

and she took an alabaster jar of perfume and went to meet Him face to face.   

 

As she walked the dusty path with that alabaster jar, she felt as though every eye was one her.  As she 

entered the door, everybody looked sideways at her, getting out of her way, wondering what on earth 

the town reprobate was doing in the home of the righteous Pharisee.   

 

And the people at the table stopped talking and looked at her with contempt.  With disgust.   

 

And Jesus looked at her, with compassion.   

 

And she started to cry.  

 

Big sloppy tears falling on Jesus’ feet.   
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Overwhelmed by the depravity of her sin and overwhelmed by the lavish forgiveness she had found in 

Jesus. 

 

She didn’t know what to do, but she wanted Jesus to know how grateful she was and so she let her hair 

down and began to wipe Jesus’ stinky feet clean with her tears.  And she kissed his feet.  And she poured 

perfume on them.  And she wept.  And she rejoiced.   

 

Now 39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he [was indignant] said to himself, "If this man 

were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a 

sinner" (Luk 7:39 NIV).  

 

And Jesus answered him – and it IS that word ANSWER – the Pharisee ‘thinks’ this judgmental thought 

and yet to Jesus it comes across as clearly as if it were spoken and so Jesus answers Him: 

 

"Simon, I have something to tell you."  

 

"Tell me, teacher," he said. (Luk 7:40 NIV). 

 

41 "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii (like 500 days 

pay), and the other fifty. 

 42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both.  

Now which of them will love him more?" 

 

43 Simon realized he’d been caught in one of those heart-revealing parables that Jesus was so good at 

and he replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled."  

 

"You have judged correctly," Jesus said (Luk 7:41-43 NIV). 

 

There was a pregnant pause as the Pharisee and the woman and the other guests thought through the 

implications of that parable.     

 

Someone forgiven a great debt will respond with great love.  This woman has shown great love.  Is He 

saying she’s SHE’s forgiven? 

 

44 Then [Jesus] turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your 

house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them 

with her hair. 

 45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 

 46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet (Luk 7:44-46 NIV). 

47 Therefore, I tell you, her sins and they are many, have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who 

has been forgiven little loves little." (Luk 7:47 NIV). 

 



4 
 

Yes, Jesus says, this “sinful woman of the town” is forgiven.  And you know how I know?  Because she 

has responded with great love.  A lot of scholars actually translate it something like “I tell you – her sins 

are forgiven and I can tell by her great love’ (Marshall, Garland, Moule).   

 

“I can say with confidence she is forgiven because of her actions” (Moule, footnote 28 in Garland, 330). 

“Her sins have been forgiven as her great love has shown” (France, 138).   

“The woman’s love [is] consequence, not the cause of forgiveness” (Marshall, 304-306).   

 

48 Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."  Your faith has saved you. 

 

If I could draw that all together into one idea, I think it would be this -  

 

Great forgiveness deserves great devotion. 

 

This woman’s life underlines how great God’s forgiveness really is.  She has the reputation of being a 

terrible sinner and yet Jesus is willing and able to forgive her.  “Jesus shows through the example of the 

notorious sinner that no hole is too deep for the reach OF God’s delivering, compassionate hand” (Bock, 

NIVAC, 221).  She’s had much to be forgiven for but she IS greatly forgiven.   

 

And that shows through in her actions.  She knows how much she has been forgiven and that translates 

into devotion, writ large.  Think about it – her devotion is public, her devotion is authentic, her devotion 

is sacrificial – a pound of perfume cost like 300 days wages.  But she doesn’t consider it too great a price 

to pay, because she’s had an even greater debt forgiven.  Great forgiveness deserves great devotion and 

she pours out her heart in gratitude. 

 

Now what about the Pharisee?  In his mind, he had no need for Jesus or this forgiveness He was offering.  

I mean, what did HE need forgiveness for?  He kept the Law.  He observed all the commandments.  He 

may have done some questionable things in the past, but they were all, you know, ‘respectable sins’ – 

He was certainly no SINNER like this woman.  But what does Jesus say?   

 

There were TWO people who owed a debt – one owed five hundred and the other owed fifty.  Neither 

could pay it back.   

 

The Pharisee is a debtor, just like the woman.  Sure he’s just a level 50 sinner and she’s a level 500 

sinner, but he’s still a sinner.  He has a debt he could never pay back.   

 

And he needs Jesus’ forgiveness just as much as the level 500 sinner needs it and yet what does he do?  

He distances himself from it.  He says ‘I’m good enough for God because someone else is worse than 

me.’  When he invites Jesus over – God’s messenger, the one proclaiming gracious forgiveness – he 

doesn’t even offer the common courtesy of water for His feet and a kiss of welcome.  He has very little 

love for the forgiveness that Jesus offers and his actions show it. 

 

Darrell Bock writes: “If you want to know how NOT to respond to God’s forgiveness, look at the 

Pharisee.”  Great forgiveness deserves great devotion.   
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It’s a powerful story, isn’t it, and one that has always gripped my heart.  And I think it begs us to ask this 

question: who am I more like?  The woman or the Pharisee?   

 

How do you respond to Jesus’ offer of forgiveness?  Like him, or like her?   

 

Because the reality is we are all sinners.  Some of us are like the woman, with a scandalous past of public 

sins that everybody knows and everybody looks down on you for.  And some of us are like the Pharisee – 

much less public with our sin and having the appearance of holiness – but still unwilling to put God’s 

purposes before your own.  And that makes all of us sinners.  It doesn’t matter if you’re a level 500 

sinner or a level 50 sinner or even a level point 5 sinner – you’re still a sinner.  ’   And that accumulates a 

debt that we could never repay.   

 

But God…  God is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  He is so 

rich in mercy, so compassionate towards us, that He sent His Son into the world to pay off the debt we 

owed.  Think about it in terms of the parable – He could have sent us to debtor’s prison or made us into 

indentured servant, but instead, He chose to bear the cost him.  Remember – the money lender lost 550 

denarii – someone has to bear the cost – and Jesus opted to bear the cost for us and He bore the Cross 

for us, paying off the debt we could never pay back.  Jesus paid it all… all to Him I owe. 

 

So how are you going to respond?   

 

With great devotion or great contempt?   

 

By keeping your distance, or admitting your need for His forgiveness?   

 

For the longest time, I really didn’t think much of God’s forgiveness because I didn’t really think much of 

sin.  The culture around me had trained me to think – oh, it’s no big deal, everybody makes mistakes – 

pobody’s nerfect – but that’s not the way God thinks.  Our sin racks up a staggering debt that we just 

can’t repay.   

 

It takes a story, a parable, a life like this woman’s to say – hold on – sin is sin, no matter what it looks 

like.  And the smallest sin is equivalent to the biggest debt, which means that we each have 

insurmountable debts hidden in our closet.  But there is one person who can surmount those debts – 

Jesus offers to forgive us.   

 

Have you gone to him to receive it?  Have you come, like the woman, humbly to Jesus to say “Lord, I 

have sinned and I need Your forgiveness.  I appreciate what you have done and I want you to know how 

grateful I am.”  Great forgiveness deserves great devotion.  And when you come to Him with humility 

and gratitude, He says to each of us: “Your sins are forgiven.  Your faith has saved you.  Go in peace.”   

 

And this message is just as much for long time believers as it is for brand new believers. 

 

Great forgiveness deserves great devotion, even if you experienced that forgiveness years ago. 
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I remember when I first came to faith, feeling this incredible lightness, this unquenchable gratitude, 

because the sense of being forgiven was so fresh and new in my mind. 

 

But over time, it’s easy to lose track of how great that forgiveness is.  We start to become a little bit like 

the Pharisee and we start looking down our noses at ‘those sinners – tsk tsk tsk’ – all the while 

forgetting that we were those sinners.   

 

If you have put your faith in Jesus, then you have been forgiven a great debt.  Feel that in your heart.  

Know that God has wiped your sins away as fully as He did the sins of this woman. 

 

And respond with great devotion.  Let Him know that you appreciate what He has done. 

 

Take some time this week to think about what that will look like for you. 

 

Maybe it means cultivating your devotional life – you know, the time that you spend in God’s presence 

in prayer and Bible reading. 

 

Maybe it means treating your family and your work colleagues more like how Jesus treated you. 

 

Maybe it means rethinking our attitudes to ‘those great sinners’ and not looking down our noses at 

them but extending to them the grace that Jesus has shown us.  Rather than seeing a person defined by 

sin, we see them as children of God, enslaved to sin and He has come to set the captives free.  I love that 

we are getting involved with Why Not and Friendship House, because it means coming to those people 

with the very grace of Jesus.  But that being said, your boss with the white collar needs Jesus’ grace just 

as much as they do.   

 

Reflect the forgiveness of Jesus 

 

Because God has lavished His forgiveness on you and forgiveness that great deserves great love in 

response.   

   

God hearts you.  Receive that love and heart Him back.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
 

Communion 

 

I know that some of you have come from churches that call what were 

about to do the Eucharist.  And that name is particularly appropriate for 

today because do you know what Eucharist means?  It means 

‘thanksgiving.’ 

 

‘Eucharist’ means responding to great forgiveness with great devotion 

and here we remember what great forgiveness we have experienced.  

In Ephesians 2, Paul writes:  

 

If you have received this gift from God and seek to apply it in every part 

of your life, then you are welcome at the Table.  I ask you to take the 

bread and then the cup as they are distributed and then we’ll receive 

them together.  Let’s pray. 

 

The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, 

 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my 

body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." 

 

Pray 

 

 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is 

the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me." 

 

 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim 

the Lord's death until he comes. 

 

 


