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Who do you say I am? * Luke 18-27 

February 18, 2018 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 

 

This is the first Sunday of Lent and so it’s been interesting this week to see on social media and in my 

own household what people have given up for Lent.  Ben and Anna are talking about Lent at school and 

so they came home with a forty day calendar for Lent and a determination to give something up.   

Christianity Today had a running tally going on coming up to Ash Wednesday and it was really 

interesting to see the top 100 things people were giving up for Lent according to Twitter.   

 

I have them here – can you guess the number one thing to give up – now remember, this is based on 

tweets, so it’s going to skew digital here – but, the number one thing people said they were giving up for 

Lent was social media, and then the #2 thing that people intended to give up – according to twitter 

posts – was – Twitter.  I don’t know how the suits would feel about that. 

 

Now number 3 is a bit more traditional, a bit more predictable.  Can you guess?  Chocolate.  And then 

rounding out the top 5 there are alcohol and meat.  I’ll put the whole list up – the bigger the word, the 

more common it is for people to give up.  So fast food, swearing and sweets are pretty common.  I also 

had to chuckle to see that a number of people wanted to give up Donald Trump down in the bottom 

corner.  (He ended up at #61 on the list). 

 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/february/what-to-give-up-for-lent-2018-top-ideas-

twitter-100.html 

 

But I’ll tell you, whenever Lent rolls around, I have mixed feelings about it.  On one hand, I am ALWAYS 

happy when people make an effort to invest in their relationship with God.  That’s great!  I love it!  And 

if you have chosen this year to give something up in the interest of growing in relationship with God, 

good on you; I’m totally with you in that.   

 

On the other hand though, Lent is all about self-denial and attention to God, but really, isn’t self-denial 

and attention to God the essence of our Christian lives 365 days a year??  I mean, what did our call to 

worship say?   

 

And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for 

them and was raised again. (2Co 5:15 NIV). 

 

Turning away from self and towards God is not limited to the forty days of Lent, is it?  Really, it’s the 

essence of our Christian life.   

 

I think.  Isn’t it?  Let’s see what Jesus says.  Join me in Luke, chapter 9, starting at verse 18.  Luke 9, verse 

18.  “Once when Jesus was praying” – pause right there – I’ve said this before and I’ll say it again: Luke 

tells us AGAIN that Jesus is praying.  He wants us see over and over again: Jesus was praying. … so that 

we realize how important pray was to our Lord.  Everything that that He said and did flowed from this 

close and constant connection with His Father and we would do well to follow His example.  So, once 

again, Jesus was at prayer. 

http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/february/what-to-give-up-for-lent-2018-top-ideas-twitter-100.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/february/what-to-give-up-for-lent-2018-top-ideas-twitter-100.html
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Now, on this particular occasion, He was praying privately, like, away from the general public, but His 

disciples were there too.  And He said to them: “Who do the crowds say I am?”   

 

He’s been out in the world teaching and doing miracles and it has led to all sorts of speculation about 

who this is.  In fact, if you go back into Luke, people ask that very question in chapter 5:21, chapter 7:49, 

chapter 9:9 – “Who is this?”  And by the way, He’s not asking this question to see if He’s getting famous, 

but to see if the disciples – the ones He’s invested in for months - are finally getting who HE is. 

 

18 Once when Jesus was praying in private and his disciples were with him, he asked them, "Who do the 

crowds say I am?" 

 

 19 They replied, "Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, that one of the prophets 

of long ago has come back to life." 

 

Apparently had their ear to the ground and knew exactly what people were thinking about Jesus – 

Actually, if you slide your finger up to verse 7, you’ll see that the governor, Herod, was trying to figure 

out who Jesus was and he had narrowed it down to John the Baptist, Elijah, or maybe one of the 

prophets of old.   

 

He was sure it wasn’t John the Baptist – because he was the one who put him to death – so maybe 

Elijah?  Maybe one of the prophets?  Herod was really representative of the general public – they just 

weren’t too sure who Jesus was. 

 

 20 "But what about you?" Jesus asked. "Who do you say I am?"  

Peter answered, "The Christ of God." 

 

Now this is a tremendously profound statement coming from Peter.  “The Christ” or “the Messiah” in 

Hebrew literally means ‘the one anointed by God for a special task’ and Peter realizes that this is THE 

Christ.  Jesus is not just some prophet of old; He is everything that all of the prophets of old longed for.  

He has come to be God’s ‘Christ’ and to make good on every promise God made in the whole of the OT.   

 

But here’s the thing – there’s different levels of meaning wrapped up in the concept of Christ.  And so 

different people could mean different things when they talked about the Christ. 

 

First of all, way back, ‘a christ’ had a religious function.  The high priest in the tabernacle is actually 

called a Christ – that is ‘someone anointed for a special task.’  And the high priest was anointed the for 

the purpose of restoring the people to God.  When they sinned, the high priest could intercede for the 

people and make offerings to bring people back into relationship with God.  So on one level, ‘the christ’ 

has a religious function.   

 

Leviticus 4:5 ‘Then the anointed priest (the messiah/the Christon priest) shall take some of the bull's 

blood and carry it into the Tent of Meeting’ (Lev 4:5 NIV).   
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Now it’s also true that Israel’s kings were called ‘christs.’  They were anointed for the purpose of leading 

God’s people.  And you can see that in 2 Samuel 22:51: ‘He gives his king great victories; he shows 

unfailing kindness to his anointed (christo), to David and his descendants forever" (2Sa 22:51 NIV). 

 

So a christ has a religious function and a christ has a leadership function and those two really came 

together in the person of the king.   

 

Now there’s one more level of meaning that we need to address and that’s the military function of a 

christ.  A christ brings God’s people victory and you get a taste of that in 1 Samuel 2:10: those who 

oppose the LORD will be shattered. He will thunder against them from heaven; the LORD will judge the 

ends of the earth. "He will give strength to his king and exalt the power of his anointed one (christou)." 

(1Sa 2:10 NIV). 

 

So the concept of ‘a christ’ was really a cord of three strands – one religious, one kingly and one military, 

but it’s that last one that a lot of people in Israel started focusing on.  They were big time oppressed by 

the Roman Empire and the Lord coming in a shattering their opponents through the power of His 

anointed one sounded pretty good.  They started looking for a christ who could come and deliver them 

from Rome.   

 

And here Peter has announced that God has sent His Christ!  If word got out, a lot of people would be 

saying - Time to bust out the pitchforks and clubs because we’re going to win our freedom on account of 

the Christ. 

 

And that’s why Jesus says in verse 21 – don’t tell anyone that I’m the Christ.  Because I don’t want 

people thinking wrongly that I’m some sort of military leader who would give His people victory of the 

Romans.   

 

Because, here’s the thing – Rome wasn’t Israel’s greatest enemy.  They were actually their own worst 

enemy.  Sure Rome was oppressing them, but THEY were in rebellion against God.  And THAT was where 

God knew they needed freedom and deliverance and life the most.  God knew that that’s where WE 

needed freedom and deliverance and life the most.  So He sent a different kind of Christ.   

 

And Jesus explains that in verse 22 – This is the kind of Christ that He is -  

 

 22 And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests 

and teachers of the law (together they make up the Sanhedrin [France, 163], and he must be killed and 

on the third day be raised to life." 

 

That’s the kind of Christ Jesus came to be.  Yes He will liberate and deliver and bless God’s people, but 

not in the way they expect.  They’re looking for someone to establish a Jewish kingdom on earth, and 

Jesus says, “No, no, I’m establishing God’s Kingdom here on earth.’  And we do things different in the 

Kingdom of God.  In fact, God’s Christ must suffer many things, must be rejected and must be killed – 

why? 
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Because technically, a Christ has a religious function, doesn’t it?  A christ brings people back into 

relationship with God and that’s exactly what Jesus came to do.  He came to atone for sin and reconcile 

people to God.  But here’s the thing.  He came not just to be the priest, but to be the sacrifice.  And so 

He died the death that our sins deserve, in order to deliver us from sin and restore us to God.   

 

And not only that, how does that sentence end?  He must be rejected and suffer many things and be put 

to death, but on the third day, He will be raised to life.  He will be raised to life to show that our ransom 

had been paid.  He will be raised to life to show that He has conquered death.  He will be raised to life to 

give us life.   

 

All by grace.  To be received through faith.  Freely given.   

 

But a gift that great calls for a response.  Jesus isn’t just throwing it out there – ok, general amnesty, 

everybody’s cool – He wants people to receive it and live in light of it.  And so Jesus continues.  

 

 23 Then he said to them all:  

"If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 

 

If you want to be my follower (Jesus says) – if you want to live in the freedom that I am securing for you, 

then you need to deny yourself – I’ll give you three S’s here – you need to give up sinful desires that 

separate you from God, you need to give up selfish attitudes that make you the centre of your universe 

and you need to give up sovereignty over your life.  If you are going to TRULY live, then you need to give 

God control, over your whole life, and live for His glory, not your own. 

 

If you want to be my follower, Jesus says, - if you want to live in the freedom that I am securing for you, 

you need to take up your cross daily – you need act as if you were already dead to the ways of this 

world, following in Jesus’ footsteps, wherever that may take you.   

 

And if you want to be my follower, Jesus says, you need to follow me.  Let me chart the course.  Let me 

clear the path.  Go where I go because the road to glory leads through the Cross.  The road to glory leads 

through suffering and the world won’t get you there.  Following your own desires, following the ways of 

this world might get you temporary pleasure, but it doesn’t lead to eternal glory.  You can see that as 

Jesus continues in verse 24 - 

 

 24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it. 

 25 What good is it for a man to gain the whole world, and yet lose or forfeit his very self? 

 

Jesus puts a paradoxical choice before us, doesn’t He?  A lot of people think that they can save their life, 

give it meaning by taking control of every situation, by seeking approval in the world, by surrounding 

itself with the protections and comforts of life, and yet Jesus says, even if they succeeded in gaining the 

whole world, it would still be a loss.   

 

Because if you are following the world or following yourself, then you will never be able to follow Jesus 

into the deliverance and freedom and life that He alone offers.   
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And He cranks it up a notch in verse 26 – I know that a lot of people don’t like to think about eternal 

things – like ‘I’m too busy to worry about that stuff right now,’ but Jesus gives us an eternal perspective 

here that should prompt us to make time. 

 

 26 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when he comes in 

his glory and in the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 

 

Jesus is coming again, and He will ask each of us: Who do you say I am?  And the way that we lived will 

answer that question before we can open our mouths.   

 

Now, I don’t want to get tangled up in the ‘some of you will not taste death before they see the 

Kingdom’ line in verse 27.  Most likely, that’s talking about the Transfiguration (which is the very next 

thing in Luke) or the signs and wonders that accompanied Jesus’ death and resurrection and the birth of 

the church in the book of Acts.  The Kingdom of God is in some sense made visible in both of those 

cases.  But I don’t want to get hung up in that because it’s really not what this passage is about.   

 

27 I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of 

God” (Luk 9:18-27 NIV). 

 

What this passage IS about is this: 

 

Since Jesus suffered to give us life, we give our lives to follow Him.   

 

That’s the heart of this passage, so I want to unpack it with you here.   

 

First - Jesus suffered to give you life.   

 

That whole ‘the Son of man must suffer many things and be rejected and put to death’ – that’s because 

you and I thought we knew better than God.  We’ve all preferred to follow our own instincts – we seek 

what’s good for us, whatever we desire, whatever makes us happy.  And yet in looking only to ourselves, 

we tell God that we don’t want anything to do with Him, forcing Him to judge justly and reject us. 

 

But Jesus suffered to heal the relational wounds that our sin caused.  Jesus suffered rejection and died 

in our place so that we could be restored to God and so gain the life that He secured when He rose from 

the dead. 

 

And so He asks us all – Who do you say I am?   

 

One in a long line of prophets?  Somebody I don’t really have to listen to?  Or the anointed one of God, 

sent to deliver sinners into eternal life with God. 

 

I want for each of us to say to be able to say from the depths of our hearts and the depths of our will - 

Jesus, You are my Messiah, sent by God to give me life.   
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I’ll tell you, this passage had a huge impact on my spiritual life.  I was cruising along, thinking, I’m a nice 

guy, I’m a good person, I go to church (sometimes); I’m being true to myself and that’s all that matters 

and then boom I ran head long into this passage – face planted on verse 24 –  

 

24 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it… 

 

And there I was, seeking my own pleasures, doing whatever I wanted to do, trying to prove my value by 

being nice, trying to rationalize in my head that when I felt a guilty conscience was just misfire I could 

ignore.   

 

And I realized: I’m trying to save my life, and I’m losing.   

 

But what a tremendous alternative Jesus laid before me.  ‘Whoever loses his life for me will save it.’   

 

I remember reflecting on that in my heart and realizing – I gain everything by giving my life to Christ.  I 

lose everything by turning by back on Him and walking in the other direction.  And so I chose to follow 

Him.   

 

Since Jesus suffered to give us life, we give our lives to follow Him.   

 

This is not just a one time profession of faith and then we go back to being king of our lives, we give our 

lives to follow Him.  Discipleship is not a weekend hobby, it’s a full time job – one that runs 24-7 I would 

add. 

 

 ‘discipleship is a full time job, not a weekend hobby’ (Bock, NIVAC, 269). 

 

So what does that look like?   

 

For one, I hope that all of us will be able to leave here with those three concepts from verse 23 – deny 

yourself, take up your cross *daily – and follow Jesus.  He suffered much, was rejected and went to the 

Cross for us; so we deny ourselves, take up our cross *daily, and follow Him.   

 

That’s a high standard, but I want you to notice, He’s not asking us to do something that He hasn’t 

already done.  He is simply asking us to walk in His footsteps. 

 

So again, what does that look like?  What does it look like to deny yourself? 

 

Well, those three s’s I mentioned earlier are helpful.  Denying yourself means turning your back on sinful 

desires, resisting anything that would take your eyes off of God.  Denying yourself means abandoning 

selfishness – not just looking to your own interests, but to the interests of your spouse, or your kids, or 

your friends or your workmates.  Denying yourself means letting go of sovereignty – letting go of living 

for my priorities and my glory, and letting Jesus lead into perfect rest.   
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That’s denying yourself – what about taking up your cross?  What does that look like? 

 

At its core, it’s the imitation of Jesus – doing what He did, pouring out His life for the benefit of others.  

David Garland writes “To bear it ‘daily’ means … a lifetime of sacrificial living” (Garland, 396).   

 

Now I think there’s also something in the imagery of taking up a cross that’s at play here.  Jesus is 

leveraging the practice of making condemned criminals carry the cross to the place of their death, and 

so if you think about it, that person is walking as if his life is already finished.  (Marshall, 373).  So by 

calling us to take up our Cross, Jesus is calling us to act as though we were already dead to the ways of 

this world, unmoved by its values and priorities and hang ups.   

 

And what does it look like to follow Jesus?  Well, let me quote Carole King –  

 

Where you lead, I will follow, anywhere that you tell me to. 

 

You go where Jesus goes.  You act like He would while you’re there.  You seek God’s purposes in your life 

rather than taking your plans to God and saying ‘here, bless these.’  We follow Jesus’ lead. 

 

So what does that mean for Lent?  I would argue, that a lifestyle of denying yourself, taking up your 

cross daily and following Jesus is not actually exclusive to Lent. It is the call that we have on our lives as 

followers of Jesus.  You know, if there’s something in your life that you know is keeping you from 

denying yourself and following Jesus, then maybe Lent is a good opportunity to say, ‘ok, I’m giving up on 

this in the interest of growing closer to God.’  Because really, Lent is more about getting more of God 

than getting less of whatever it is you give up.   

 

And actually, if you don’t have a regular practice of daily Bible reading, I would suggest that taking on a 

daily Bible reading is going to help you grow closer to God than giving up chocolate.  I put together a 

reading plan from the Gospel of John and I invite you to pick it up and track with through the next forty 

days and I think you will find yourself in a closer walk with God.  That may mean you need to deny 

yourself something – less TV, less time on your phone, going to bed earlier so you can get up earlier to 

be with God – but I’ll tell you, it’s worth it.   

 

Since Jesus suffered to give us life, we give our lives to follow Him. 

 

As we conclude here, I want to point you to Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  He was a believer, a pastor, a 

theologian, a seminary prof in Nazi Germany before WW2 who was concerned with the way that the 

state church was really following the Nazi party’s agenda and not following Jesus.  And so, among other 

things, he wrote a book called the Cost of Discipleship that really gets at the heart of this passage.  

There’s a version of Christianity that’s essentially just showing up at church every once in a while to 

warm and pew and that’s the extent of your faith life – that’s what Bonhoeffer calls ‘cheap grace’ – and 

then there’s the kind of faith that is sincere, that is intentional, that takes Jesus at His word and says 

‘this is worth denying myself and taking up my cross and following Him.  That’s costly grace, and that’s 

what we’re going for.  The Cost of Discipleship is really a classic and so I’ll give Bonhoeffer the final 

word: 
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Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of our Church…  Cheap grace means grace as a doctrine, a principle, a 

system. It means forgiveness of sins proclaimed as a general truth, the love of God taught as the 

Christian ‘conception’ of God. An intellectual assent to that idea is held to be of itself (as long as you 

believe in the vague idea of the love of God) then that is sufficient to secure remission of sins…. In such a 

Church the world finds a cheap covering for its sins; no contrition is required, still less any real desire to 

be delivered from sin. Cheap grace therefore amounts to a denial of the living Word of God… 

 

Cheap grace is the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance,2 baptism without church 

discipline, Communion without confession…. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without 

the cross, grace without Jesus Christ, living and incarnate. 

 

Costly grace is the treasure hidden in the field; for the sake of it a man will gladly go and sell all that he 

has. It is the pearl of great price to buy which the merchant will sell all his goods. It is the kingly rule of 

Christ, for whose sake a man will pluck out the eye which causes him to stumble, it is the call of Jesus 

Christ at which the disciple leaves his nets and follows him. 

 

Costly grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again and again, the gift which must be asked 

for, the door at which a man must knock. 

 

Such grace is costly because it calls us to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ. 

It is costly because it costs a man his life, and it is grace because it gives a man the only true life.  

 Above all, it is costly because it cost God the life of his Son: “ye were bought at a price,” and what has 

cost God much cannot be cheap for us.  

Above all, it is grace because God did not reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our life, but 

delivered him up for us… 

 

Since Jesus suffered to give us life, we give our lives to follow Him.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

1 Thess 3:12 

May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all […] so that he may 

establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

with all his saints. 


