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Jairus and the woman * Luke 8:40-56 

March 4, 2018 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 

 

As a pastor, I have spent enough time in hospital rooms with suffering people know that it’s not 

uncommon for people who are wrestling with health issues to also wrestle with this question: is this 

condition too big for God to handle?  Am I so sick or so broken that God can’t heal me?  Because in 

many cases, these people have been praying about this for a long time, and they’re praying from a place 

of faith, and yet God hasn’t answered yet.  When that happens, does it mean that whatever is causing 

the sickness of more than God can handle? 

 

Our passage from Luke today invites us to think about that question so I invite you to join me in Luke 

chapter 8, verse 40. 

 

Now right off the bat, I want you to see that what happens today falls hot on the heels of the passages 

of Scripture that we looked at last week.  If you recall, Jesus showed that He was sovereign over the 

natural realm by calming the storm at sea and then He showed He was sovereign over the supernatural 

realm by casting the demons out of the man.  Jesus is sovereign over the natural realm and the 

supernatural realm.  And then this: 

 

Jesus and the disciples returned to the other side of the lake and there they experienced a much 

friendlier crowd – the Gerasenes had just told Him to take a hike, but now here, the people welcomed 

Him because they were expecting His arrival.  And what a welcome they gave Him – there were people 

everywhere – an excited buzz in the air as hundreds of people pushed forward to get a look at this Jesus. 

 

And then all of a sudden, a man appeared, whose worried face looked way out of place in this festive 

atmosphere.  And the crowd made room for him, because this was Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue and 

they all knew and loved him.  As a ruler of the synagogue he was in charge of both the business and the 

worship of the synagogue and so they made way as this respected community leader made his way 

towards Jesus. 

 

And he came and he fell at Jesus’ feet – pleading with Him to come to His house.  He choked back tears 

as he explained why he was here, and in such distress - His daughter, his only daughter, his not even a 

teenager daughter was at home in bed dying.  And he could do nothing about it, so he came to Jesus, 

because he believed that HE could.  A wave of hope washed over his body, as Jesus looked at him with 

compassion and said ‘Lead the way.’ 

 

(Now, interesting side note – how did Jairus know to go to Jesus in this situation?  I don’t have a 

definitive answer on this but I stumbled on a fascinating possibility this week.  Do you know the last time 

that Luke records someone ‘pleading with Jesus?’  Luke 7:4 – the centurion with the sick servant sent 

the elders of the Jews to Jesus who plead with Him earnestly to rescue this dying servant, "This man 

deserves to have you do this, because he loves our nation and has built our synagogue” (Luke 7:3-5 NIV).  

Some scholars look at the geography here and they speculate that Jairus could actually be the ruler of 

the synagogue that the centurion built.  If that’s the case, he may also have been one of the elders of 

the Jews who plead with Jesus the first time around in chapter 7.  He may have known to go to Jesus 
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because he may already have witnessed Jesus’ power at work.  Now as I say, that’s all speculation, but 

interesting to consider).    

 

We know this for sure though - Jairus had a daughter, and Jairus’ daughter was dying and now Jesus had 

agreed to go to her.  I’m sure Jairus quickened his step as he and Jesus pushed their way through the 

crowds to get to the house.  And there were crowds – people pressed up against Jesus on every side as 

He followed Jairus through the crush of people. 

 

Now in the midst of that crowd, there was a woman who had a problem of her own.  She had been 

subject to bleeding for twelve years and no one could heal her.  She had spent her life savings trying to 

find a cure, but nothing worked.  And so she became an outcast in her society.  From the Jewish point of 

view, this bleeding made her unclean, and from a Greek point of view, it made her downright 

dangerous.  Pliny the elder, who wrote at the same time as the New Testament was written, writes  

 

“On the approach of a woman in this state .... seeds which are touched by her become sterile, grafts 

wither away, garden plants are parched up, and the fruit will fall from the tree beneath which she sits. 

Her very look, even, will dim the brightness of mirrors, blunt the edge of steel, and take away the polish 

from ivory. A swarm of bees, if looked upon by her, will die immediately.” 

 

Just imagine – that’s the cultural associations floating around in people’s minds as they saw her.  This 

woman was broken, destitute and alone.   

 

But she had heard reports about Jesus and decided ‘if I can only touch His garments, then I will be well.’   

 

But still, that was risky.  Because anybody she touched became unclean and the last thing she needed 

was more scorn heaped upon her by the general public.   

 

But there in that crowd, surely she could touch Jesus’ cloak anonymously and take advantage of this 

healing power that people said He had.   

 

44 She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. 

 

Twelve years of suffering, gone.  No more disease, no more shame.  Her mind started to race with the 

possibilities that this new life offered.   

 

But then Jesus spoke. 

 

 45 "Who touched me?" Jesus asked.  

 

Everybody looked at one another awkwardly, hemmed in shoulder to shoulder, and finally Peter said – 

‘Master, there’s people all around you – why do you want to know who touched you?’ 

 

And Jairus probably thought ‘we don’t have time for this.’ 
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But Jesus knew they had time and so he said - "Someone touched me; and I know because power has 

gone out from me." 

 

Even though she was surrounded by people, the woman suddenly felt as though she was the only one 

there.  It was as if every eye in the crowd turned to her and she realized she could not go unnoticed.   

 

She walked towards Him, trembling, and then fell at Jesus’ feet.  And there, before all the people, she 

came clean.   

 

“I’ve been twelve years, oppressed by this bleeding and my life savings are gone.  I thought ‘if only I can 

touch Him, I will be healed’ and I did.  And I was.  The moment my hand brushed against that tassel, I 

was instantly healed.” 

 

The crowd leaned in to hear what Jesus would say.  Was it true?  Was she really healed?  Was Jesus 

really able to make the unclean clean?  And did Jesus’ cloak have healing powers?   

 

Jesus looked at her with compassion and said "Daughter, your faith has healed you.  It has nothing to do 

with my cloak; it has everything to do with my power over disease and your faith in my power – your 

faith has saved you.  Go in peace." 

 

The woman was overwhelmed with joy; absolutely elated by what Jesus had done for her. 

 

But Jairus was feeling something a little different.  He just wanted Jesus to hurry up and fix HIS problem.   

 

49 While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your 

daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher any more." 

 

Jairus’s heart sunk – he could feel despair setting in – but then he heard Jesus say: 

 

"Jairus, Don't be afraid; just believe (literally ‘have faith’), and she will be healed."  What an audacious 

thing to say.  And yet Jesus will prove that it’s not that audacious when He says it.   

 

When they arrived at Jairus’s house, there was already a crowd gathered; the community had already 

come together to begin the wailing and mourning that you traditionally did when someone had died. 

 

But Jesus said to them – “Stop wailing.  She is not dead, but asleep.” 

 

And the crowd laughed at Him – “Ok Jesus, we know she’s gone.” 

 

But Jesus calmly led Jairus and his wife and Peter, John and James into the house.  He considered the 

crowd’s scornful taunt – ‘whatever Jesus, we know she’s dead’ – and He took her by the hand and said 

“My child, get up.”   

 

And her spirit returned to her and she took Jesus’ hand and He helped her to her feet.   
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Mom and dad burst out in tears, astonished, utterly overwhelmed by the feeling of having their lost 

daughter returned to them.  Jesus had snatched victory from the jaws of defeat.  They threw their arms 

around her in ecstatic joy.  And He said to them – two things –  

 

Give her something to eat; and two, don’t tell anyone what happened here.   

 

I mean, this girl, returned to life, will speak for itself; and the last thing Jesus needed was saying ‘what a 

marvellous wonder worker He is!’ because He’s not simply a wonder worker, is He?  Yes, miracles were 

miracles, and they were life changing, but those miracles pointed to the fact that Jesus was doing 

something in the spiritual realm.  Just as He was healing lives here on earth, He was saving people for 

eternity.   

 

Now, let’s stop and think about what we’ve seen here.  What does Luke want us to know by recording 

these accounts for us?   

 

Let’s start with the woman.  What does Luke want us to see there?   

 

Jesus is sovereign over disease.  Right?  This woman had been sick for twelve years.  She had spent all 

she had trying to find someone who could make her better.  No one could do it.  This was an awful 

disease.  And yet, what?  Jesus didn’t even consciously act, and He healed this disease.  She just came up 

behind Him, touched Him, and this unbeatable disease was beaten.  Jesus is sovereign over disease.   

 

And then, what about Jairus and his daughter?  What does Luke want us to see there? 

 

Jesus is sovereign over death.  Everybody there mourning is SO sure that death has had the final word 

and yet to Jesus it is as if she is only sleeping.  He simply has to wake her to bring her back to life.  Jesus 

is sovereign over death.   

 

Now to be honest, these two passages, and last week’s passages really belong together.  Luke tells us in 

this series of stories that Jesus is sovereign over the natural realm, He is sovereign over the supernatural 

realm, He is sovereign over disease and He is sovereign over death.  There is no-thing that falls outside 

of Jesus’ sovereign control.  Every sphere of life falls within Jesus’ sovereign power.   

 

And so to acknowledge that, I’m going to work from last week’s big idea to organize our thoughts here.  

Last week I said ‘Jesus’ sovereignty over all of life is reason for faith and reason for witness. 

 

This week, the point is very similar – Jesus’ sovereignty over life and death is reason for faith.   

 

So let’s unpack that, a bit at a time – Jesus is sovereign over all of life.  Is illness and disability a part of 

life?  Yes.  Jesus is sovereign over all of life, so is Jesus sovereign over disease?  Yes.  Jesus is sovereign 

over cancer.  Jesus is sovereign over heart disease.  Jesus is sovereign over Parkinsons.  Jesus is 

sovereign over alzheimers.  Jesus is sovereign over car accidents and broken bones and anything else 

you would go to the doctor for.  Jesus is bigger than them all. 
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And just as surely as He healed that woman in our Scripture today, Jesus has the power to heal each and 

every one of our diseases. 

 

And we should pray that way too, expecting that Jesus is both strong enough AND compassionate 

enough to respond.  Sometimes we pray but subconsciously we’re thinking ‘God could never heal that’ 

but we need to follow Jairus’ example and the woman’s example and realize that there is nothing 

outside of Jesus’ care and capacity to respond.  We need to fall at His feet, expectantly asking for His 

help. 

 

Now, does that mean that in every circumstance, we should expect that God will miraculously heal us of 

any disease if we will only have enough faith?   

 

Well, no.  And actually I don’t think that’s Luke’s point either.  Because think about it.  How many years 

had that poor woman been suffering with her bleeding issue?  Twelve years.  I don’t know this for sure, 

I’m pretty sure that this here was not the first time that she went to God for help.  I’ll bet she prayed 

many times over the years that God would deliver her from this disease, because assuming she was a 

good Jewish woman, she would have known that Psalm 103:3 says - who forgives all your sins and heals 

all your diseases.  And yet here she was still sick.   

 

And what about Jairus?  He wanted Jesus to heal his daughter and yet here they were stalled out in 

front of this lady who had been sick for twelve years.  Imagine how frustrated, how impatient Jairus 

must have felt, standing there beside Jesus, knowing that his daughter was dying while they talked to 

this lady who was in no life-threatening danger.  Couldn’t she wait another twenty minutes?  She 

already waited twelve years!  Jairus came and prayed expectantly, and yet Jesus didn’t respond in 

seconds; she died first!   

 

But notice that in both cases, Jesus DID respond.  In His time.   

 

We are often like Jairus – wanting Jesus to hurry up and fix our problems – but God is working on a 

schedule that is far more all-encompassing and far-sighted than ours could ever be.  And He is working 

for good, every time.   

 

And so I think we all need to hear Jesus say (like He did to Jairus):  ‘Don’t be afraid; just have faith, and 

you will be healed.’ 

 

Now the reason that I say that is this – that word ‘healed’ doesn’t just mean ‘healed physically.’  It also 

means ‘delivered’ – as in, she was delivered from her disease – and it also means ‘saved’ – as in she was 

saved from her disease.  In fact, when the crowd says to Jesus ‘‘He saved others, let Him save Himself’ 

(Luke 23:35),” it’s this word.  Healing and salvation and deliverance is all wrapped up in this word here.   

Even if He doesn’t deliver You from a disease, He will absolutely deliver you through it.  He will deliver 

you from despair and discouragement and frustration and meaninglessness, because God brings good 

out of even the worst circumstances.   
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Now I realize here that I haven’t really suffered enough in my health to be able to speak authoritatively 

on this, but I know there are people who have and who can.  And so I’m happy to turn to someone like 

Joni Eareckson Tada, who as a teenager suffered a diving accident that left her a quadriplegic.  She has 

very little movement below her neck and uses her mouth to write and to paint.  And yet God has worked 

through her to establish an international ministry that advocates for people with disabilities and 

encourages people when all hope seems lost.   

 

She writes: 

 

“God may remove your suffering, and that will be great cause for praise. But if not, He will use it, He will 

use anything and everything that stands in the way of His fellowship with you. So let God mold you and 

make you, transform you from glory to glory. That’s the deeper healing” (quoted on 

www.gty.org/resources/sermons/TM13-2/a-deeper-healing-joni-eareckson-tada, October 16, 2013). 

 

Jesus is sovereign over life – over disease – and He’s sovereign over death too.   

 

And I’m grateful for that.  Because every time I do a funeral, I see families heartbroken by loss.  I see 

people forced to start into a new chapter of life that they probably would have preferred not to.  I see 

the pain that death causes.  And it all seems so permanent. 

 

And it weighs on my heart.  I get so worked up by death, because what a brutal thing it is, stealing away 

from us the ones that we love the most.   

 

But I find tremendous strength in this reality – Jesus has triumphed over death.   

 

"Death has been swallowed up in victory."  Paul writes. 

 55 "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" 

 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  (1 Cor 15). 

 

Since Jesus died and rose again, we too shall rise, for He has conquered the power of death over our 

lives.   

 

And He says to each of us - 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in 

me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?" 

 

Because all of us who believe will experience the benefit of Jesus’ sovereignty over death – we shall live 

forever.   

 

And that’s reason to believe.  That’s reason for faith.  Not just faith that looks forward to eternal life, but 

confident courage in the here and now too.  Just quick, look back at verses 48 and 50 – Jesus says very 

clearly – ‘Your faith has saved you’ and then again He says to Jairus – have faith and she will be saved.  
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Now I’m reluctant to say that faith on its own can heal you – technically I think it is Jesus’ power that 

heals them, but still, faith is the way that you take hold of that power, access it.   

 

So if you are suffering right now due to some illness, take Jesus at His word when He says: "Don't be 

afraid; have faith, and you will be saved." (Luk 8:50 NIV).  Know that it is not outside of God’s sovereign 

control and don’t lose hope.  Jesus it at work, even if it doesn’t seem like it.  And He is working for good.  

 

Now as we wrap up here, I want to give the final word to Joni Eareckson Tada.  She has such a vibrant 

and inspiring faith that we can learn a lot from her.  She writes:   

 

There really are more important things in life than walking. There are more important things in life than 

having the use of your hands. And that is having a heart that’s free of the grip of sin and pride and self-

centeredness…  

 

… God may well miraculously heal, and if he does, it’s not only to the benefit of that person but it’s to 

God’s glory. It’s a sneak preview of the day when the eyes of everyone who is blind will be opened, and 

the ears of all those who are deaf will be unstopped, and the tongues of all those who can’t speak will 

shout for joy, and all lame people will leap like deer.  

 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2017/july/joni-eareckson-tada-fifty-years-wheelchair-walk-

jesus.html 

 

Jesus is sovereign over life and death and that’s reason to trust Him now.   

 

 

 

  

 

BENEDICTION 

1 Th. 5:23-24 - Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit 

and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; 

he will surely do it. 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2017/july/joni-eareckson-tada-fifty-years-wheelchair-walk-jesus.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/women/2017/july/joni-eareckson-tada-fifty-years-wheelchair-walk-jesus.html

