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Look and listen * Luke 9:28-36 

March 11, 2018 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 

 

Video: Who is Jesus https://youtu.be/erK28tenDnA  Christ Fellowship Church 

 

Honest answers from honest people.  And to be honest, I wouldn’t be surprised if some of Jesus’ 

disciples were thinking the very same thing.  Is this Jesus a man or somehow more than a man?  Is He all 

that is good and affirmative in this life, or is there is something eternal about Him?  Is He just one of 

many spiritual leaders that we can learn from or is there something about Him that from all the rest Him 

apart?  And most importantly – do I need to pay attention to Him? 

 

I’m sure that the disciples wrestled with these questions from the very first moment they met Jesus, but 

as time went on, more and more evidence kept piling up that pushed them to give an answer.  And then 

of course one day, Jesus quizzed them on who the crowds thought He was and then He asked them 

‘Who do YOU say I am.’  And Peter responded: ‘You are the Christ of God’ – the anointed one – anointed 

to suffer and die and return to life all for the forgiveness of sins.   

 

Now about eight days after that (Luke tells us), Jesus went up on the mountain, and guess what He went 

there to do.  Verse 28 – He went to the mountain to pray.  I keep pointing this out to you – I think this is 

the third time we’ve seen Jesus go off to pray – Luke clearly wants to stress how important prayer is for 

Jesus and by extension, how important it is for us. 

 

So eight days after Jesus revealed that He was indeed the Christ sent by God, He went up a mountain 

and He took with Him Peter, John and James.  It is was more than likely late in the day because (verse 37 

says) they spent the night on the mountain, and (verse 32 says that Peter and the others) were already 

sleepy.  So Jesus went to pray and the disciples went to sleep. 

 

Now as Jesus was praying, the appearance of His face changed.  It was as if there was this blinding light 

within Him that was suddenly able to shine through His skin and reveal the glory He had clothed in flesh.  

Even His clothes began to shine – as bright as a flash of lightning, more pure and brilliant than a shirt 

bleached and run through the wash a hundred times could be. 

 

And at this point, the disciples probably were looking through groggy eyes, trying to figure out where on 

earth this light was coming from.  But in reality, it was actually coming from Heaven. 

 

Because suddenly, there, with Jesus, were two men, talking with Him.  The disciples shook off their sleep 

and saw the glory radiating from Jesus and then one of the disciples realized – ‘Wait a minute… is that 

Moses?  MOSES!’  ‘And who’s that with him?  Elijah!’  This is huge!  The two people most likely to appear 

on the Israelite version of Mount Rushmore were standing right there in front of them – Moses – 

representative of the Law and Elijah – the representative of the prophets.   

 

And they were talking with Jesus.  They were talking with Him about His ‘departure’ – which He was 

about to bring to fulfillment at Jerusalem.  Now that word ‘departure’ is very important, so hang on to it 

till the end of the story. 

https://youtu.be/erK28tenDnA
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When Peter saw that Moses and Elijah were beginning to leave, he blurted out - "Master, it is good for 

us to be here. Let us put up three shelters--one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah."  Now I’m not 

entirely sure why Peter said ‘I’ll build you shelters!’ but that’s ok because Luke tells us – PETER didn’t 

even know what he was saying (Luk 9:33 NIV).  And I can hardly blame him; he’s just woken up and there 

in front of him are two of the most central figures in his culture’s history – I’m not always coherent 

when I wake up either. 

 

And as he spoke, the Lord provided a shelter of a different kind.  A cloud appeared – but not a gloomy, 

gray one – a cloud that shone with the glory of God and I’ll bet Moses had a déjà vu moment back to 

that time when the glory of God is the shape of a cloud filled the Tabernacle back in Exodus.   

 

34 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

 35 Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of 

the LORD filled the tabernacle (Exodus 40). 

 

He had seen this cloud before, and here it was now, surrounding them. 

 

And then a voice came from the cloud.   

 

"This is my Son, whom I have chosen; listen to him."  “This is my Son and I have chosen to redeem the 

world through Him.  Listen to Him.” 

 

 36 When the voice had spoken, they found that Jesus was alone. The disciples kept this to themselves, 

and told no one at that time what they had seen (Luke 9:35-36 NIV).   

 

But later, they would think back on this moment and reflect on what it all meant.   

 

And that’s what we need to do too.  What does all of this mean?   

 

Traditionally, this event has been called the ‘transfiguration’ because Jesus was ‘transfigured’ there on 

the mountain – that’s just a fancy Latin way of saying that He was changed in appearance.  One moment 

He was Jesus – the man – and then the next He was shining as brightly as the sun at full strength.   

 

Luke does us the language of ‘change’ but I think it’s technically more accurate to say that Jesus 

revealed who He really was.  The Transfiguration is this moment where Jesus pulls back the curtain on 

His humanity and says ‘this is who I truly am.’  ‘This is why I can do what I do.’  ‘And I am going to the 

Cross so that this glory can be yours too, forever.’   

 

In a sense, the Transfiguration is preparing the disciples for what lies ahead.  There is glory at the end of 

the road but that road is going to go through a lot of suffering.  And Jesus is showing them in advance – 

the destination is glorious, so stick with the journey, even if it’s hard. 
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But in another sense, I think that the Transfiguration really God’s way of grabbing the disciples attention 

to tell them something very important.  

They’ve seen all sorts of miracles and not entirely got the point, so here, on the mountain, the glory of 

God radiates with such blinding power that the disciples can’t help but get it.   

 

The Transfiguration is a call for them to look and to listen.  The transfiguration is a call to look upon 

Jesus as the deliverer and to listen to Him as the Son of God.  That’s the message at the heart of this 

text.  So let me unpack them one at a time. 

 

First, the Transfiguration is a call to look upon Jesus as THE Deliverer.   

 

I say that because of that word that I asked you to remember earlier.  Remember in verse 30?  Moses 

and Elijah appeared and they were talking to Jesus about His ‘departure’?  Let me show you a neat trick.  

Here’s the word that Luke used.  And watch what happens when we bring it directly into English.  

Exodus.  I mean, this is literally the word that NT writers use to talk about the first Exodus. (By faith 

Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave 

instructions about his bones. (Heb 11:22 NIV). 

 

So Moses and Elijah appear and they talk about what He was about to do in Jerusalem – His death on 

the Cross, His resurrection from the grave – and they call it an ‘exodus.’   

 

And Moses knew all about what an ‘Exodus’ was.  The Exodus was when God delivered His people out of 

slavery in Egypt and brought them into freedom and life.   

 

And now Jesus was about to accomplish a greater Exodus.  His death on the Cross – all that He was going 

to accomplish in Jerusalem - is nothing less than a greater Exodus where He delivers His people from 

slavery to sin and into freedom and eternal life.  Jesus is the deliverer who will swoop in and deliver His 

people conclusively out of sin’s grasp and the transfiguration is a call to look at Him that way.   

 

Not just as a moral teacher.  Not just as the personification of all that is good, showing us how to live a 

good life. 

 

He is the deliverer that redeems us from slavery to sin and gives us eternal life.   

 

The Buddha, Gandhi, Dalai Lama, Oprah – they can all tell you how to be good – but only Jesus died on 

the Cross to make us good.  If we would only look with faith and live.   

 

When you look at Jesus, what do you see?  A good spiritual teacher, on par with other wise people 

through the ages?  Or the one sent by God to deliver you into eternal life?   

 

This historical event – the Transfiguration - Jesus’ radiating His true glory as He discusses His exodus 

with Moses and Elijah -- cries out: ‘He is the deliverer if you will only look with faith and live.’  The 

Transfiguration calls me and calls you to look on Jesus as our deliverer.   
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And second, the Transfiguration is also a call to listen to Him as the Son of God.  The unique, only 

begotten Son of God who can speak authoritatively on God’s behalf. 

 

In fact, a lot of scholars figure that Peter is subconsciously at least lumping Jesus in with Moses and 

Elijah when he offers to build them all shelters… 

 

“Most see Peter’s error as his desire to build three booths, reflecting a sense of equality between the 

three figures.  One booth for each luminary stands in contrast to the voice from Heaven that follows” 

(Bock, BECNT, 872).  

 

But then God speaks from Heaven to say ‘no, no.  They are NOT all the same.  One of these men is not 

like the others – and it’s Jesus.  He is my Son.  He is My Son and I have chosen to save the world through 

Him.  You need to listen to Him.’  God clearly endorses Jesus as His Son, as His personal representative 

on earth, and so God Himself says – listen to HIM.   

 

But at the same time, it’s really interesting that it’s *Moses* and *Elijah* who are there.  Like why not 

‘Abraham’ and ‘Isaiah’?   

 

Well, let me explain.   

 

The OT actually anticipated that Moses and Elijah would both come again.   

 

In Malachi, God says: 5 "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of the  

LORD comes” (Mal 4:5 NIV) (the end of this age) and  

 

in Deuteronomy, Moses himself says: 

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must 

listen to him. 

 

So the Jewish people were expecting that God would send a Moses and an Elijah back to them to lead 

God’s people into the fullness of God’s promises – and now here at the Transfiguration – the ORIGINAL 

Moses and Elijah appear to say ‘it’s Him.  Jesus is the Moses and Elijah that you’ve been waiting for.  God 

has sent His own Son to bring us all that the Law and the Prophets looked forward to. 

 

The Transfiguration is a call is to listen to Him, because He is not just a random spiritual leader – He is 

the Son of God sent to lead us into the fullness of life that God Himself promised in the OT.   

 

And so we need to listen to Him when He says ‘If anyone would come after Me, he must deny Himself 

and take up his cross daily and follow me.’  That’s not just a suggestion – that’s the very Son of God 

telling us how we gain our lives.  The culture around us says – “Deny yourself?  Only losers do that” and 

Jesus says “No, no.  That’s how you win… for eternity.” 
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And we need to think, each of us, about how to apply that in our daily lives.  We need to think about 

how to take up our Cross and follow Him in the routine of our everyday lives.  Because if you have 

looked on Him as your deliverer, then He is going to tell you the way to abundant life.   

 

So, for example… when Jesus says ‘deny yourself and take up your cross’ – what will that look like when 

you get asked to stay a little longer at work to help wrap something up?  What will it look like for you to 

listen to Jesus and obey Him there? 

 

Jesus says ‘deny yourself and take up your cross’ – what will that look like when all the culture around us 

says ‘if you want to fit it, you need to act and dress and look like this? 

 

Jesus says ‘deny yourself and take up your cross’ - What does it look like when every Freedom 55 ad 

you’ve ever seen shows butlers serving you on a beach in retirement, rather than you using some of 

your time for the benefit others?   

 

We need to listen to Jesus when He says ‘deny yourself, take up your cross daily and follow me’ and we 

need to think about how we’re going to do that in our everyday lives.   

 

The Transfiguration is a call to look upon Jesus as the deliverer and to listen to Him as the Son of God.   

 

I discovered this week a fascinating interview that Bono gave some years ago – if you don’t know who 

Bono is, you might have heard of his band – he’s the singer for this little group called U2.  He gave this 

interview that’s recorded in a book about him and I have no idea how sincere he is about this, but 

theologically he’s bang on. 

 

The secular response to the Christ story always goes like this: he was a great prophet, obviously a very 

interesting guy, had a lot to say along the lines of other great prophets, be they Elijah, Muhammad, 

Buddha, or Confucius. But actually Christ doesn’t allow you that. He doesn’t let you off that hook. Christ 

says: No. I’m not saying I’m a teacher, don’t call me teacher. I’m not saying I’m a prophet. I’m saying: 

“I’m the Messiah.” I’m saying: “I am God incarnate.” 

Read more at http://www.patheos.com/blogs/frankviola/bono-on-jesus/#otRcRjP1rsVGhsRb.99 

 

The Transfiguration pulls back the curtain on Jesus’ humanity to see – oh.  This IS God at work.  This IS 

God – He is our deliverer and He deserves our full attention.   

 

 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, (how do you do 

that?  By listening to Jesus) that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and 

acceptable and perfect (Rom 12:2 ESV). 


