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How would Jesus reach out to homosexual people? 

August 19, 2018 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 

 

This morning we have a question that will take us into some pretty sensitive territory and 

fortunately, I think, the question actually sets us up to answer it with great sensitivity.  The 

question reads: 

 

“We have a gay, married couple next door.  We are friendly but how would Jesus reach out to 

them?  They rejected our Christmas card.”   

 

Right away, you can see the need for sensitivity, right?  On one hand, you have two homosexual 

people who are living in a committed relationship with one another.  They are convinced that 

they are living a life of love and that’s all there is too it. 

 

On the other hand, you have believers wrestling with that notion – they’re taking the Bible 

seriously when it says that homosexuality is sin and wondering how best to really love these 

people in this situation.   

 

On top of that, there’s the sense of rejection – the people who asked the question have done 

their best to extend Christian love – the core of their being – and they’ve been rejected for 

doing it.  That’s tough.   

 

So I love that the question boils down to this.  WWJD?  What would Jesus do in this situation?  

How would Jesus reach out to homosexual people?   

 

To answer that, I want to take you to a story that I’m sure you’re familiar with, because I think it 

gives us a paradigm for reaching out to our homosexual neighbours.  Turn with me to John 8 

and we’ll start in verse 2 – John 8, verse 2.  If it doesn’t seem immediately obvious why we’re 

looking at this – stick with me – it will.   

 

2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, 

and he sat down to teach them. 

 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made 

her stand before the group 

 4 and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 

 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" 

 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus 

bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 

 7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you 

is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her." 

 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
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 9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus 

was left, with the woman still standing there. 

 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned 

you?" 

 11 "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave 

your life of sin" (Joh 8:2-11 NIV). 

 

I want you to see two things in this account, because they form the paradigm that I think we 

need to answer our question.  

 

First, Jesus reaches out to this woman with truth.  The teachers of the Law haul this woman 

before Jesus and accuse her of adultery.  That’s sexual sin.  Jesus does not deny that she has 

committed sexual sin.  In fact, verse 11 is very clear – ‘Go now,’ He says, ‘and leave your life of 

sin.’  There’s no second guessing this – Jesus understands that her actions are contrary to the 

ways of God and He holds her to that truth.  Adultery is sin.   

 

It doesn’t matter if the adulterous man and woman love each other – (and by the way, where’s 

the man in all of this?) – it doesn’t matter if they love one another, God’s good purposes hold 

that you don’t commit adultery against your spouse and so Jesus holds her to that truth.  “Go, 

and sin no more.”  Jesus reaches out to this woman with truth.   

 

Second though, Jesus reaches out to this woman with grace.  In a sense, the Pharisees here are 

like the Hillsboro Baptist people, with picket signs that say “Purge the evil from among you” and 

“Stone her to death with stones” and “God hates adulterers.”   

 

Jesus, on the other hand, approaches her with grace.  He knows what she deserves, but He also 

knows that His own life’s work will be to save people from what they deserve.  His words in 

verse 11 – “I don’t condemn you” – remind me of John 3:17 – God did not send His Son into the 

world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.    And so treats her with 

grace.   

   

Even the way Jesus acts in this moment communicates grace – if she’s been ‘caught in adultery’ 

as verse 3 says – she’s may or may not be wearing clothes – and Jesus’ weird decision to write 

something in the sand is more than likely to draw attention away from her and save her some 

humiliation.   

 

Jesus acknowledges the truth of her sin, but He also allows her to experience His grace.   

 

And I think that this serves as a pretty neat paradigm for how Jesus would reach out to 

homosexual people.  Just like adultery, just like heterosexual lust, homosexual behaviour is sin 

and this account gives us a good idea of how Jesus would act today.   
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So first, I think that Jesus would reach out to homosexual people with truth.  And the truth is, 

homosexuality, really every letter of LGBTQ, is sin.  It is contrary to the natural order that God 

has created and so God calls it sin.   

 

Leviticus 18:22 is a pretty clear expression of that: 

 

22 " 'Do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman; that is detestable (Lev 18:22 NIV). 

 

And Leviticus 20:13 says the very same thing: 

 

13 " 'If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is 

detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. (Lev 20:13 NIV). 

 

The truth about homosexuality – and it is a hard truth for a lot of people – is that homosexual 

behaviour is sin.   

 

But hold on, you might say.  Aren’t you cherry picking laws to hold to?  Sure, Leviticus 18 says 

‘do not lie with a man as one lies with a woman’ but Leviticus 19 says 19 " 'Do not mate 

different kinds of animals. " 'Do not plant your field with two kinds of seed. " 'Do not wear 

clothing woven of two kinds of material” (Lev 19:19 NIV).  Why do you insist that homosexuality 

is wrong when you have no problem wearing clothes made of two materials?   

 

Good question.  The main reason is that homosexuality is called sin in the New Testament too.  

It continues to be pointed out as sin, when we don’t have any mention of mixed clothing.  Why 

is it?  Well, some of the OT laws were ethnic laws, specifically designed to set apart Israel as 

God’s people – for example, not mixing materials.  Others though are rooted in something 

more timeless – in this case, the natural order of Creation, where God established male-female 

partnerships.  And so, while mixed materials falls away as a time-specific law, the prohibition 

against homosexuality remains.   

 

And so we see, for example, 1 Corinthians 6:9-10.   

 

9 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 

deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with 

men 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 

kingdom of God. 

 

1 Timothy 1:9-10 says something very similar: 
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9 We also know that the law is made not for the righteous but for lawbreakers and rebels, the 

ungodly and sinful, the unholy and irreligious, for those who kill their fathers or mothers, for 

murderers, 10 for the sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, for slave traders 

and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is contrary to the sound doctrine (1 Timothy 1:9-

10). 

 

Both of those statements are unequivocal – those who practice homosexuality – will not inherit 

the Kingdom of God. 

 

When we approach our homosexual neighbours, we need to do so with that truth in mind.  

Homosexuality IS sin. 

 

Now that being said, homosexuality is not the ONLY sin.  Sam Alberry writes: “Is God anti-gay?  

No.  But He IS against who all of us are by nature, as those living apparat from him and for 

ourselves.  He’s anti ‘that guy,’ whatever that guy looks like in each of our lives (Alberry, 12-13).  

Paul has makes that abundantly clear with the two big lists he’s given us.  Homosexuality is not 

the only sin that he points to - sexual immorality is sin, idolatry is sin, greed is sin, drunkenness 

is sin and we have ALL fallen short of the glory of God.  But the good news is this – Jesus came 

into the world to SAVE sinners.  . 

 

God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world but to save it through Him.  

Jesus died to save me from my sin.  Jesus died to save you from your sin.  If you have ever 

looked at a member of the opposite sex with lust in your eye, than you are just as guilty of 

sexual sin as a practicing homosexual is and Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross is sufficient to pay for 

both.   

 

And so it’s for that reason that Jesus would approach homosexual people with grace.  With the 

same grace that He extended to the adulterous woman.  With the same grace that He extended 

to us. 

 

I think that He would be slow to condemn and quick to embrace.  You know how the religious 

leaders of the time were scandalized by the way Jesus spent time with scandalous people; I 

think Jesus would extend that same mercy to homosexual people today.  I think that Jesus 

would love and accept LGBTQ people and take their concerns seriously, just as He would love 

and accept any other sinner who had not yet decided to follow Him.  .   

 

I think that Jesus would reach out to homosexual people with truth and with grace. 

 

Now here’s the question – how exactly do we do that?  What does that look like?  Let me give 

you three thoughts on how this might work in your life. 
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First – I think that many of us probably need to rethink our attitudes towards LGBTQ people.  

For a few generations now, homosexual people have been singled out for a special kind of 

prejudice in the church, whether because of upbringing – it’s icky and wrong – because of 

cultural influence – remember when ‘that’s so gay’ was an acceptable way of demeaning 

something – or even because of the OT – homosexuality is straight up called an abomination.  

But you know what else is called an abomination in the OT?  Idolatry.  Putting anything before 

God.  And we are all guilty of that.   

 

I remembered this week a fascinating woman named Rosaria Butterfield.  She was a lesbian 

feminist university professor, very active in the LGBTQ community, who railed against 

Christianity.  Apparently an elder at a nearby church said ‘we need to do something about this 

lady’ and the pastor said ‘maybe my wife and I should have her over for dinner.’  And she came 

and in time began to study the Bible and in time, turned her back on her past to follow Jesus.  

She’s now married to a man and having a tremendous witness to people in her new life.  She 

writes fondly about the church that she first became involved with –  

 

The church that the Lord enfolded me into was filled with grace and truth. Those Christians 

were honest believers. They were humble believers as well. They weren't afraid of me. And 

they weren't afraid of introducing me to their children. They treated me like a human being. 

They answered my questions. I wanted to know what other people's sin patterns were. Mine 

was pretty obvious—or at least, one of them was. Don't assume your gay neighbor's biggest sin 

is his or her homosexuality. Mine was that I was an unbeliever! I felt I was in the company of 

people who really took the Bible seriously enough to open up their own lives before it.  

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/citizen-magazine/can-you-love-thy-neighbor-

and-defend-marriage/love-thy-neighbor-part-1 

 

I think that if we can get past those old prejudices, and let the truth and grace of the Bible 

shape our response to homosexual people, then we’ll be a church like that.   

 

Now point 1 – rethink our attitudes towards homosexuality. 

 

Point 2 – Affirm the truth about homosexuality.  We do need to stand firm on the sinfulness of 

homosexuality.  This is a very crucial point in this day and age when people there are people 

arguing that there’s nothing wrong with homosexuality.  It is just another expression of love 

and how could you go wrong with that?   

 

There are even Christians who will make that argument – ‘if God is love, then why would He 

object to two people of the same sex loving one another?’  I’ve followed for a while now a very 

famous Christian songwriter whose music I really respect – and so I was shocked when she 

revealed that she is a lesbian.  And her life’s work and her Twitter feed really reflect that.  This 

is from a while back – she writes: 
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“I’m proud to be both a strongly-believing Christian to whom Jesus means everything and 

someone who identifies as gay.  You can be both.” 

 

And she’s gotten some pushback on that – like the first response there – ‘sure, if you want to 

twist God’s Word to fit your lifestyle.’ 

 

Now, that’s probably not the best way to extend grace, but at the same time, it does 

communicate the truth.  I just don’t see how ‘you can be both Christian and homosexual’ 

without just writing off the majority of the Bible.   

 

And I think that this gets at the question that Pastor Jack broached a few weeks back – why are 

the world’s values so messed up when it comes to sexual orientation? And I think it’s this – 

we’ve cherry-picked love as the highest authority in the Bible and allowed that to shape our 

opinions.  Or we’ve just ditched the Bible and in its place, culturally agreed that ‘love’ should be 

our guiding light.   

 

Now that’s admirable, but I would argue, and the Bible would argue that it’s actually the God of 

love who should be our guide.  And it just so happens that the God of love is also the God of 

justice and holiness and purpose.  And He has already said ‘these things that fall outside of my 

character are sin’ and so we can’t just call them otherwise.  To do so is not loving.  I can’t in 

good conscience encourage someone to practice homosexuality because I think that they do so 

at the risk of not entering the Kingdom of Heaven.  That being said, I would say the same thing 

about adulterers and liars and people who are greedy– anyone who pursues their own 

purposes without taking God’s Word seriously faces real danger. That is a truth that we need to 

affirm as we interact with homosexual people.   

 

But I don’t think that that’s the point to lead with.  This is my third point – I think that we really 

need to lead with grace.   

 

Another person I’ve been thinking a lot about this week is Sam Alberry – he’s the one that 

wrote the ‘Is God anti-gay’ book.  He is a pastor in England who wrestles with same sex 

attraction.  He feels this attraction to other men but that attraction is not itself sin.  It’s 

temptation, just like heterosexuals experience, and James 1:5 teaches us that temptation itself 

is not sin; it is sin only when we choose to act on it.  (15 Then, after desire has conceived, it 

gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. (Jam 1:15 NIV).   

 

Sam Alberry has chosen not to act on it and to instead take seriously all that the Bible says 

about homosexuality.  And he suggests that ‘what the Bible says about Christianity’ is not the 

first thing our homosexual neighbours need to hear.  The first thing that they need to hear 

about is the redeeming death and resurrection of Jesus for their benefit. 
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When considering the best way to do that, Alberry writes: “Because of the expectations gay 

friends will have about how Christians will respond to them, we need to make every effort to 

let them know that we are FOR them and not AGAINST THEM.  This will at least involved taking 

time to get to know them well and listening carefully to their story…  Only then can we begin to 

point to the greater love that God has for them” (Alberry, 81).   

 

That genuine concern was central to Rosaria Butterfield’s story too – it’s fascinating to read her 

story – she recalls that first supper that she had with that pastor’s family and writes:  

 

The gay and lesbian community is also very open to hospitality, so I was very comfortable with 

having conversations over dinner, and not at all comfortable with "come to church and let me 

tell you everything that's wrong with you." He violated the two rules of Christianity that night—

he did not share the Gospel, and he did not invite me to church. Because of that, I knew it was 

safe to be his friend” (https://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/citizen-magazine/can-

you-love-thy-neighbor-and-defend-marriage/love-thy-neighbor-part-1) 

 

That’s a fascinating insight and hopefully an encouragement to the people who gave their 

neighbours a Christmas card.  By being friendly, you’re doing the right thing.  Maybe they’ve 

had a bad experience with Christians before and that’s what they rejected your card.  Maybe 

try again at a less religiously loaded time of year?  I think that if you can show your homosexual 

neighbours that you are for them and not against that, that we are all sinners in need to God’s 

grace, then you’re doing the right thing.  We need to show them the grace that Jesus has shown 

us.   

 

Lots to think about, isn’t there?   

 

I think that Jesus would reach out to homosexual people with truth and with grace and I think 

that that needs to be our practice too.   

 

It’s possible to reach out to homosexual people with truth only – that’s what people like 

Hillborough Baptist church do down in the states.  I refered to them earlier – they picket gay 

pride parades with signs that say ‘God hates f***s’ There is truth to it, but no grace.   

 

And I think that it’s possible to reach out exclusively with grace too – that’s the effort that says 

‘everything is good as long as it’s done in love’ – but that ignores the truth part at great cost.   

 

I think that we need to find a middle way.  With grace and truth.  With sacrificial love that 

invites people to experience the love of God for themselves.   

 

 

https://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/citizen-magazine/can-you-love-thy-neighbor-and-defend-marriage/love-thy-neighbor-part-1
https://www.focusonthefamily.com/socialissues/citizen-magazine/can-you-love-thy-neighbor-and-defend-marriage/love-thy-neighbor-part-1
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And we pray.  We pray that God would forgive us for the times when we have demeaned 

homosexual people.  We pray that God would forgive us all for the sexual sins that we have 

committed.  And we pray that God would give us a special sensitivity and effectiveness as we 

share the Gospel and our lives with homosexual people.   

 

 

 

15. 1 Th. 3:12-13 - May the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for 

all, as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God 

and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

 

 


