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Faithful Rahab * Joshua 2 

Sept 30, 2018 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 

 

I’m sure that most of you have heard that story before and you have a sense of what it means, but 

here’s the question that I want you to think about this morning – why is it in the Bible?  Why is it that 

Rahab’s story appear in the Bible?   

 

If you think about it, the first five books of the Bible are all about God and His gracious interactions with 

His people and then Joshua 1 opens with this rousing call to the people of God to be strong and 

courageous as they receive the promise of God... 

 

And then all of a sudden in Joshua 2, the narrator puts Joshua on hold, and spends an entire chapter 

talking about an outsider.  Not only that, this outsider is a sex worker, a prostitute, a pagan.  What’s that 

all about?  Why do we need to hear about her?  In theory, you could take chapter 2 out of Joshua and 

you wouldn’t miss a thing as Israel receives the Promised Land.i   From a story telling perspective, we 

don’t NEED chapter 2.  You just go from chapter 1 – be strong and courageous – to chapter 3 – they 

were strong and courageous and crossed the river – and there, you’re dong.  But it’s here.  Why?  Why 

has God seen fit to make sure that we know about this Canaanite woman named Rahab? 

 

I think that God has included this story because it helps us to think about the scope of God’s mercy.  

How big is it?  Who is it for?  Is there anyone outside of the reach of God’s mercy?   

 

Because if there was anyone outside of God’s mercy, from Israel’s point of view, it was Rahab.  She was 

a prostitute.  She was a worshiper of other gods.  She was an inhabitant of the land that they were to go 

and take.  People like her did not receive mercy.  And yet… here she is: the recipient of mercy and the 

hero of this story.   

 

How did THAT happen?  Let’s find out.  

 

As the book of Joshua opens, the people of Israel are camped just across the Jordan river from the 

Promised Land.  They are right on the cusp of the promised land.  God has just given Joshua a big pep 

talk saying ‘Be strong and courageous.  I’m with you wherever you go’ and the people of Israel agree: 

‘we’re with you; just whatever you do, be strong and courageous.’   

 

So Joshua decides it’s time for a little James Bond action.  He calls two guys secretly to himself and says 

‘listen 006 and 007, you guys go into the land, check things out and come back and tell us what it’s like.  

And – this is important – pay careful attention to Jericho.’  From where they’re camped, Jericho is 

directly across the river and if you’re going to get to the land, you need to pass through Jericho, so that’s 

a pretty strategic place.  “Guys, go check it out.”  So the spies set off, make their way across the river 

and then arrive at the gates of Jericho.   

 

Now the narrator doesn’t tell us how they got IN to Jericho – maybe they rappelled up the wall or hid in 

the back of a wagon or something – but somehow they got inside and went to the house of a prostitute 

named Rahab.   
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Now here’s a question – what are two good Israelite boys doing at the house of a prostitute?  On one 

hand, it could be that Rahab simply ran a boarding house or hostel on the side and her place would be 

an anonymous place where they could rest while they scoped out the city.  One the other hand, maybe 

the whole 007 spy thing went to their head and they thought they’d better get a Bond girl to complete 

the act.  The language certainly suggests that.  Look at that word at the end of v. 1 – the NIV says they 

‘stayed there;’ the ESV and King James translate it ‘lodged there.’  Now that word there is kind of like 

the word ‘sleep’ in English.  My brother and I shared a bed when we were really young so it’s true to say 

we slept together in the same bed.  But ‘slept together’ has a second meaning though, doesn’t it?  Same 

with this word here.  It’s possible that the spies lodged there but it’s also possible that they ‘ahem’ 

lodged there.  (See Lot and his daughters; Potiphar’s wife and Joseph; Levitical laws).  Now I’m willing to 

give them the benefit of the doubt because I’m not sure that the narrator gives us enough to be sure.  

I’m not sure what their wives would say though.  But it IS interesting that the very first Israelites into the 

promise land kick it all off by going to a prostitute – because that really anticipates Israel’s history in the 

land.  They go in and go to a prostitute; Israel gets in and they prostitute themselves after other gods.  

And that’s what leads to the exile.  Again, I’m willing to give them the benefit of the doubt, but it sure 

looks like it’s a compelling example of foreshadowing.  

 

At any rate, 006 and 007 are at Rahab’s place and apparently, it’s not as anonymous as they had hoped 

– that or they are not very good spies - because some of the townsfolk saw them go in to Rahab’s and 

told the king.  "Look! Some of the Israelites have come here tonight to spy out the land." (Jos 2:2 NIV).  

I’m sure the king had seen this huge Israelite encampment across the river from him and was on the 

lookout for raiding parties and spies and so when he hears that they’ve arrived, he’s ready.  He sends a 

message to Rahab: 

 

3 So the king of Jericho sent this message to Rahab: "Bring out the men who came to you and entered 

your house, because they have come to spy out the whole land" (Jos 2:3 NIV).   

 

Well now the spies are in BIG trouble.  They’ve barely even begun their mission, their cover is blown and 

they are now entirely at the mercy of a prostitute who owes them nothing.  What is going to happen to 

them I wonder? 

 

Verse 4 tells us what happened and it’s entirely unexpected.  The woman had taken the two men and 

hidden them.  Rahab, the foreigner, the prostitute, the Canaanite woman, decides to deceive the agents 

of the king and protect the Israelites.  That’s treason.  That’s punishable by death.  She has taken her life 

in her hands and sided with the people of God.  Verse 4: 

 

She said, "Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know where they had come from. 

 5 At dusk, when it was time to close the city gate, the men left. I don't know which way they went. Go 

after them quickly. You may catch up with them." 

 

So, deciding that she was telling the truth, the king’s men set out in pursuit of the spies, not knowing 

that the spies were right above their noses, hidden under the flax that was laid out on the roof.  They’re 

gone, on a wild goose chase, and now we get to discover why Rahab stuck her neck out for the spies.   
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8 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 

 9 and said to them, "I know that the LORD has given this land to you and that a great fear of you has 

fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of you. 

 

What a striking thing for her to say.  Here they are, deep in the heart of enemy territory, and this pagan 

woman knows the name of YHWH.  (That’s the all caps LORD).  And not only that, she and all who live in 

that region are trembling at the thought of Israel coming in with the power of YHWH and taking the land 

that God has promised.   

 

She tells us why in verse 10 -  

 

[We’re trembling b/c] 10 We have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when 

you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the 

Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. 

 11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone's courage failed because of you, for the LORD 

your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below. 

 

Now again, that’s a stunning admission.  Here this pagan, Canaanite woman has the insight to see that 

YHWH is sovereign over all of her traditional gods and the sovereign God of Heaven and Earth.  She 

understands who YHWH is.       

 

And here’s the most important part – 12-13 – she has decided to hide herself under YHWH’s wings, 

rather than stand with her people and oppose Him.    

 

 12 Now then, please swear to me by the LORD that you will show kindness to my family, because I have 

shown kindness to you. Give me a sure sign 

 13 that you will spare the lives of my father and mother, my brothers and sisters, and all who belong to 

them, and that you will save us from death." 

 

You understand what she’s doing right?  She is turning her back on her pagan beliefs, her profession and 

her people in order to trust herself over entirely to YHWH’s care.   

 

And the spies replied - 14 "Our lives for yours!”  And they promise to treat her with kindness and 

faithfulness once the Lord gives them the land.  As long as 1. She tells no one what they were doing 

there; 2. She keeps your whole family in the house when the attack comes and 3. She ties a scarlet cord 

from the window so that we will know where to find you.   

 

Well that made sense to Rahab and so she helped them to escape in a very James Bond sort of way – 

her house was built into the city way and so she simply let them down out the window, with a plan to 

avoid the pursuers and make it back across the river.  And that they did and when they returned, they 

told Joshua how all the people were terrified of YHWH and how they had met this nice pagan girl who 

had rescued them and trusted God.  And when the attack finally came, Joshua was good to the spies 
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word – the spies hunted down the red cord and found Rahab and her family there and Rahab and co 

became a part of the people of Israel from that time on.   

 

Now, let me bring you back to the question that I asked earlier.  Why is that in the Bible?  Why has God 

seen fit to make sure that we hear Rahab’s story?  Why put the conquest on hold for a whole chapter 

just to tell the story of how a pagan prostitute came to be a part of the people of God?   

 

I think it’s because God wants us to see that He will deliver anyone who trusts in Him and does 

something about it.  God will deliver anyone who trusts and acts.   

 

Do you see that?  God delivered Rahab because she trusted herself to Him and acted on that faith. 

 

She trusted Him.  She saw who God was and what He had done and decided that it was better to 

commit herself to Him than to the reigning powers of the Canaanite people.  She decided it was better 

to lean on the Lord of Heaven and earth than to trust herself to Jericho’s king.  And you know what, the 

book of Hebrews actually points to Rahab and says ‘that’s what real faith looks like’ – Hebrews 11:31 

says: 31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who 

were disobedient.  Her trust in God delivered her from the onslaught that was coming. 

 

But it wasn’t just a passive faith that saved her.  She acted on it.  She didn’t just hold this idea in her 

heart that YHWH was sovereign over heaven and earth – she acted in a way that reflected that 

conviction.  She did something about it.  She stuck her neck out to show that she was trusting herself to 

YHWH’s strength.   

 

And again, the NT points to Rahab as a model here – you’ll recall from the spring time that James was a 

big advocate of Faith in action – faith and works – and he uses Rahab as one of only two examples: 2:25 

In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she 

gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 

 

Yes James, she was.  Rahab was considered righteous, worthy of deliverance, because she did something 

about her conviction that God was in control.  She protected the spies.   

 

God delivered Rahab because she trusted herself to Him and acted on that faith. 

 

And the fact that she was a pagan, a prostitute, a person entirely on the edges of society demonstrates 

that God will deliver anyone who trusts in Him and does something about it.   

 

There is no one outside of the reach of God’s mercy.   

 

So let me ask you.  Have you trusted yourself to Him?  Have you taken refuge in the shelter of His wings 

and led your life in light of His sovereignty?   

 

Because, no, we are not facing attack like the Canaanites were, but we all are, as the book of Hebrews 

put it – disobedient.  The people of Jericho weren’t facing the conquest because God was arbitrarily 
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being mean – they were facing attack because they were in open rebellion against God.  They put their 

own interests first; they looked to created things to satisfy them and that’s why God was justified in 

giving the city over to His people.   

 

Same with us, when we put our interests first and worship anything other than God, we are disobedient.  

And Paul tells us in Colossians 3:6 – because of [this disobedience], the wrath of God is coming.   

 

But just as Joshua sent spies, God has sent His Son to deliver us.  He sent His Son to seek out people like 

Rahab, to invite them into the family of God and to deliver them from the coming wrath.  So like Rahab, 

you have a choice, stick with the status quo or trust God and act in light of that faith.   

 

If God will deliver someone like Rahab, He will definitely deliver you.  There is no one outside of the 

reach of God’s mercy.   

 

Now listen, I realize that most of us have heard that message before.  I know that most of us have 

trusted in God and made doing something about it the priority of our lives.  So let me push you one step 

further.   

 

Who are the Rahab’s in your life?  Who are the people that you would never think deserved God’s 

mercy; you would never think would trust themselves to God if given the chance?   

 

Because God’s mercy is for them.  God’s deliverance is for them.  And we need to make sure that we as 

a church are positioning ourselves to be able to extend the free grace of God to them, no matter who 

they are.  We can’t just be comfortable here in this building – we need to extend the grace of God where 

people are at.  

 

Because God takes the most unexpected people and makes them vital parts of His kingdom.  I mean, 

look at Rahab.  I’m sure it never crossed the spies mind that they were standing face to face with the 

great great great great great great grandmother of the Saviour God had promised.  But in God’s 

sovereignty, Rahab the prostitute became a part of Jesus’ bloodline and she appears in Jesus’ family 

tree.  Rahab proves that God uses unexpected people to do unparalleled things.   

 

God’s mercy is for anyone who will believe and act.   
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BENEDICTION 

 

17. 2 Th. 2:16-17 - Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us 

eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good 

work and word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

i As Dale Ralph Davis writes: “The fact that the writer deliberately turns aside to insert and relate the Rahab story 
show that it must carry special significance for him.  Why would he go out of his way, as it were, to select [include] 
this material? (Davis, 29).   

                                                           


