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As for me and my house * Joshua 24 

Langford Community Church * October 14, 2018 * Graham Gladstone 

 

Well, here we are in the middle of our series – Unexpected mercies and what we do with them – and I 

have not yet explicitly said anything about that title.  “Unexpected mercies and what we do with them.”  

Why did I choose that for this series?  Let me tell you - 

 

The books of Joshua and Judges and Ruth are filled with unexpected mercies – moments when God 

breaks into human history and does something really gracious and incredible – and then it’s up to the 

people who experienced that grace to decide – ‘well, what am I going to do about that grace?  Am I 

going to show with my life that I understand the great mercy God has shown and that I’m grateful for 

what He has done?  Or am I going to just go on as if nothing important had happened?’ 

 

Think about Rahab in those terms.  She trusted that God would deliver her from the fall of Jericho, and 

by faith, she was saved when the city fell.  That’s an unexpected mercy.  And we learned last week that 

Rahab remained in Israel, settled down and became a part of the people of God.  Not only that, 

Matthew 1 tells us that she married into one of the central families in Israel and became tightly woven 

into the fabric of Israel.  If you trace the genealogies, you’ll see that Rahab was actually King David’s 

great grandmother and way, way back an ancestor of Jesus.  She took the unexpected mercy of God and 

did something about it.  She lived in light of that mercy. 

 

Now she could have just as easily taken the unexpected mercy of God – for granted.  She could have had 

that pulse pounding experience of God’s deliverance, then said ‘well, that was fun’ and then went on 

with her life as if God didn’t really matter.  She didn’t really grow up thinking about God; she was very 

much an outsider – she may have thought ‘well, nice of God to get me out of that jam… well on with my 

life with no attention paid to God.’     

 

Today’s passage in Joshua pushes us to consider those two options; to ask ourselves – ‘what are we 

doing with God’s unexpected mercies’?  Are we living as if God’s grace were the central motivating 

factor in our lives, or are we acting as if God’s grace didn’t really mean much?  That’s the question that I 

want us to think about today, because it’s the question that Joshua puts to the people of Israel here at 

the end of the book of Joshua. 

 

Turn with me to Joshua – and today we’re going to jump all the way to the final chapter of Joshua – 

chapter 24.  There is a lot in Joshua that we haven’t seen, just for the sake of time, but I can’t 

recommend enough that you go back and read through the whole book and fill in the blanks.  Joshua is a 

really fulfilling account of God delivering on His promises.  And just to let you in on a secret, you can 

pretty safely skim from chapter 11-22 – that’s really just historical records for the people of Israel – the 

who they conquered and what tribes got what land – but all the rest of Joshua – really good stuff.  Take 

a minute to read it sometime before November rolls around.   

 

Today though, we are going to zero in on the very last chapter in the book.  And actually, one of the last 

acts in Joshua’s life.  By chapter 24, Joshua has been through a lot.  As a young man, he had walked 

through the Red Sea on dry ground.  He had snuck into the Promised Land and seen what a wonderful 
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place it was, then faced mutiny when the other spies said they’d never take it.  Then, he’d wandered 

forty years in the desert, inherited the mantle of leadership from Moses and then led God’s people into 

the Promised Land.  He had fought in battles and seen wonders and communed with God and now HE 

was the wizened elder, aware of the fact that he might not be with them much longer.  He knew from 

experience how faithful God had been to His people and he wanted to make sure that the people would 

be faithful in return.  So he gathered them together to inspire them to live in light of God’s mercies.   

 

And when you look at it, Joshua’s speech falls really neatly into two parts – first – God’s mercies – and 

second – how to respond – and He’s using God’s faithful track record to encourage Israel to love God 

back.   

 

So get into it – God’s mercies – verse 1 -    

 

Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem.  Joshua He summoned the elders, leaders, 

judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. 

 

2 Joshua said to all the people, "This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'Long ago your 

forefathers, including Terah the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the River and worshiped 

other gods. 

 

 3 But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the River and led him throughout Canaan and 

gave him many descendants. I gave him Isaac, 

 4 and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I assigned the hill country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his sons 

went down to Egypt. 

 5 " 'Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the Egyptians by what I did there, and I brought you 

out. 

 6 When I brought your fathers out of Egypt, you came to the sea, and the Egyptians pursued them with 

chariots and horsemen as far as the Red Sea. 

 7 But they cried to the LORD for help, and he put darkness between you and the Egyptians; he brought 

the sea over them and covered them. You saw with your own eyes what I did to the Egyptians. Then you 

lived in the desert for a long time. 

 8 " 'I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They fought against you, but 

I gave them into your hands. I destroyed them from before you, and you took possession of their land. 

 9 When Balak son of Zippor, the king of Moab, prepared to fight against Israel, he sent for Balaam son 

of Beor to put a curse on you.  (Remember him?  Balaam is the one whose donkey talked some sense 

into him and he ended up blessing Israel instead of cursing them?) 

 10 But I would not listen to Balaam, so he blessed you again and again, and I delivered you out of his 

hand. 

 11 " 'Then you crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The citizens of Jericho fought against you, as did 

also the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them into 

your hands. 

 12 I sent the hornet (maybe real, but more likely a sense of panic and terror) ahead of you, which drove 

them out before you--also the two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword and bow. 
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 13 So I gave you a land on which you did not toil and cities you did not build; and you live in them and 

eat from vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant.' 

 

That’s Israel’s origin story.  They were nothing special.  They weren’t sent away from a dying planet like 

Superman or bitten by a radioactive spider.  They didn’t even band together and by sheer force of grit 

grow and expand and invade other nations until they eventually became a great nation of their own.  

God simply choose a pagan guy named Abram, out of his pagan culture, and promised to make him into 

a nation that would extend God’s mercies to other nations.  And God kept that promise.  Abraham’s 

nation was now standing on the very land – Shechem – where God had originally promised to make 

Abraham into a great nation.  Israel owed its existence entirely to their God. 

 

And yes, there were times when Israel faced opposition, but time and again, God delivered them.  At the 

Exodus, into the land, at Jericho.  Those are all neat stories that we learn in Sunday school, but do you 

see how they all fit together into one coherent story?  This is the saga of God’s salvation history and 

Israel, as they stand listening to Joshua, exist because of God’s unfailing power and love.  They are there 

because God has been unrelentingly faithful to them.   

 

So now here’s the question?  What are they going to do about it?  How do you respond to such unfailing 

mercy? 

 

Joshua puts it like this -  

 

 14 "Now fear the LORD and serve him with all faithfulness.  

 

In light of all that God has done, fear the LORD and serve Him with faithfulness.   

 

That is, take into consideration God’s unrelentingly faithful track record, and in response, treat Him with 

the highest respect and carry out His wishes as an honest and loyal servant (Hubbard, 554).  “Israel must 

both “revere” Yahweh (i.e., to treat him with the highest respect) and “serve” him (i.e., to carry out his 

wishes as would an honest and faithful servant)” (Hubbard, 554).   

 

The following verses expand on that:  

 

Throw away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 

 15 But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will 

serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in 

whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." 

 

Joshua’s issuing a challenge here, isn’t he?  He’s saying ‘Look, you know the faithfulness of YHWH.  What 

are you going to do about it?  Reciprocate that faithfulness and love and serve Him?  Or are you going to 

turn your back on Him to chase after other gods?  I know what I’m doing.  I know what my family is 

doing.  We will serve the Lord.’ 
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How would you answer?  God’s faithfulness deserves our faithfulness, right?  That’s exactly what the 

people of Israel say – they say – verse 16  

 

 16 Then the people answered, "Far be it from us to forsake the LORD to serve other gods! 

 17 It was the LORD our God himself who brought us and our fathers up out of Egypt, from that land of 

slavery, and performed those great signs before our eyes. He protected us on our entire journey and 

among all the nations through which we traveled. 

 18 And the LORD drove out before us all the nations, including the Amorites, who lived in the land. We 

too will serve the LORD, because he is our God." 

 

They have understood what God has done in their lives and they have landed on the only appropriate 

response to God’s unfailing love.  Love Him back! 

 

But then verse 19 is probably one of the most unexpected verses in the Bible.  Look at what Joshua says 

- 

 19 Joshua said to the people, "You are not able to serve the LORD. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. 

He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. 

 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an 

end of you, after he has been good to you." 

 

That’s a sobering (unexpected) statement, isn’t it?  The people are all gung-ho to commit themselves to 

YHWH and then Joshua steps in and says “You can’t!  You can’t serve the LORD.”  At least not the way 

they’re used to.  I mean think about.  Just a couple of verses ago – verse 15 – he’s had to tell the people 

to throw away the idols in their midst.  The people of Israel, even in light of God’s tremendous mercy to 

them, have been dabbling with other gods on the side.  They’ve incorporated YHWH into a pantheon of 

gods and they think Joshua says ‘fear and serve YHWH alongside side the other gods.’  But Joshua pours 

cold water on that.  Ain’t gonna cut it.   

 

Verse 19 gives two reasons – first, He is a holy God.  He is by His nature unlike anything else, set apart as 

the purest of beings in the universe.  He will not tolerate sin and He will not tolerate divided loyalties.  

Because, this is the second reason: He is a jealous God.  If He has already poured Himself out for you, He 

insists on exclusive loyalty in return.   

 

Now, just an aside, I remember back in university, one of the first times I heard someone suggest that 

God was a jealous God.  I got kind of offended by that – I thought ‘God’s not so petty as to be jealous’ 

but I soon realized that I was thinking about jealousy the wrong way.  He’s not jealous like ‘that person 

got more facebook likes than me;’ He’s jealous in terms of loyalty.  He is eager for fidelity.  God gives 

everything to His people and He desires to be everything to them.  Imagine a husband saying to his wife 

– ‘I love you honey, but I really want to share my love with some other women’ – what would she say?  

‘Yeah, fat chance buddy.’  Commitment in that relationship requires exclusive devotion and that’s 

exactly how it works in relationship with YHWH too.   

 

 21 But the people said to Joshua, "No! We will serve the LORD." 
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 22 Then Joshua said, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the LORD." 

"Yes, we are witnesses," they replied. 

 23 "Now then," said Joshua, "throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to 

the LORD, the God of Israel." 

 24 And the people said to Joshua, "We will serve the LORD our God and obey him." 

 

And so Joshua renewed the covenant that God had made with His people and he recorded all the Laws 

of God and he set up a stone memorial to remind them of their commitment.   

 

And, impressively, according to verse 31, Israel was good to their word.  Verse 31 tells us that Israel 

served the LORD for as long as Joshua lived, and as long as the elders who had been with him and 

experienced all God’s blessings.   

 

31 Israel served the LORD throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who outlived him and who 

had experienced everything the LORD had done for Israel. (Jos 24:31 NIV). 

 

The people of Israel took stock of God’s unfailing mercies and decided that the only appropriate 

response was to devote themselves entirely to God.   

 

So let’s pause here and think about the main idea underlying this passage.  What does it all mean?  

When you boil it all down, you get this: 

 

God’s unfailing faithfulness calls for exclusive devotion. 

God’s unfailing faithfulness calls for exclusive devotion. 

 

You see that right in the passage, right?  In the first part of the chapter, Joshua lays out God’s unfailing 

faithfulness.  He pulled Abraham out of pagan obscurity, He made him into a nation, He delivered them 

from Egypt, He brought them into the Promised Land, He gave them houses and farms that they did 

nothing to earn – those are God’s incredible blessings to His people.  He was unflinchingly faithful to 

them. 

 

And what did they do with that?  How did they respond?   

 

Well, they took stock of God’s extravagant faithfulness and decided to respond with exclusive devotion.  

They threw out their old idols; they gave up their habits which stole their attention away from the one 

true God and they sought to make His will and His ways the guiding factor in their lives.  That’s the only 

appropriate response to unfailing love – entirely devoted, entirely committed loyalty in return.   

 

But here’s the thing – Joshua was right.  They weren’t able to serve the LORD exclusively.  The first 

generation seemed to do ok, but it all went downhill from there.  The people of Israel knew what God 

had done and yet they turned their backs on Him to chase after other gods.  They put their own 

interests first.  They sought meaning and purpose in created things, rather than in the God who had 

created them. 
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And just as Joshua predicted in verse 20, God responded the way a jealous and holy God would.  They 

rejected His unfailing love and so He rejected them.   

 

And frankly, that’s the position that all of us find ourselves in without God.  We sense that God is there 

and yet we turn our backs on Him to chase after other gods.  We put our own interests first.  We seek 

meaning and purpose in created things, rather than in the God who created us.   

 

Without God, we tend to reject God.  You’ve seen that in your neighbours, right?  In our culture?  That 

was certainly my experience before I came to faith.  I had some sense that God was there, but I didn’t 

really want to follow Him and so there’s no way that I could have kept THIS covenant.  Without God, we 

tend to reject God and so God would be well within His rights to reject us.   

 

BUT… rather than rejecting us, God has chosen to extend to us more mercy.  He has chosen to meet our 

sin with unfailing love.  He has chosen to establish a new covenant – one based not on our obedience 

but instead based on His mercy and the sacrifice of Jesus on the Cross. 

 

How will you respond to that mercy?   

 

We find ourselves in exactly the same place as Israel did as they stood before Joshua in chapter 24.  

Except that in our case, ‘God’s mercies’ sound more like Ephesians 2: 

 

We were dead in our transgressions and sins. 

We followed the ways of the world and lived for whatever we thought would make us feel good. 

We were by nature destined to die. 

 

4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 

 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions--it is by grace you have been 

saved. 

6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 

 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his 

kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 

 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of 

God—not by works so that no one can boast. 

 

Choose then this day whom you will serve – the gods of this world or the God who has already secured 

your redemption and offers you eternal life.  It is a gift that God is extending to you that you receive by 

faith – by trusting Him for salvation.  Give Him first place in your life; expend energy for the benefit of 

His Kingdom and let His will and His Word be the guiding light in your life.  Get rid of any old idols that 

draw you away from God.  Let Him be the exclusive love of your life.   

 

And if you have already made the LORD the Lord of your life, fear Him.  That is, revere Him.  Don’t treat 

Him as a lucky charm that you turn to only when things are rough.  Don’t be wishy washy in your 

relationship with Him.  Make an intentional effort to make Him the exclusive Lord of your life.  How do 
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you do that?  Go to Him daily in prayer and Bible study to let Him shape you in His image.  And serve 

Him.  Spend time with Him so that you understand His ways and then act accordingly.   

 

God has shown us tremendous grace and He deserves our exclusive devotion in return.  Let’s pray. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Supper 

 

We have this morning a really neat opportunity to renew our covenant with the Lord.   

 

At the Lord’s Table, we remember Jesus’ sacrifice, which sealed the New Covenant and won us back for 

God.  We remember the forgiveness and redemption that He has secured and we remember that it is all 

a gift, given by grace.  We have an opportunity here to take stock of all that God has done and to decide 

for ourselves whom we will serve in response.  I want to give you a chance today to re-commit yourself 

to God, to say ‘as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.’ 

 

If you have chosen to receive God’s forgiveness and serve Him alone, then you are welcome at this 

Table.  If you haven’t yet made that commitment, I would ask you to let the elements pass you by.  We’ll 

take the bread and the cup and hold onto them and then receive them together.    

 

Let’s pray together. 

 

Jesus, thank You for being willing to lay down Your life for us.  From the day we were born, you have 

shown us mercy, providing for us, sustaining us, giving us health and strength to grow into the people 

that we are today.  And yet we failed to love God as we should.  By Your grace though, it was Your body 

that was broken for our benefit.  We are eternally grateful Lord.  We yield our hearts to You.  Amen. 

 

Pass the bread. 

 

26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying, "Take and eat; this is my body." 

 

Let’s pray –  

 

Jesus, thank You for shedding Your blood to seal this new covenant.  A covenant not dependent on our 

behaviour but entirely dependent upon YOUR love.  We want to commit ourselves exclusively to you, 

with gratitude for what You have done.  Church, if you agree with me, I’d ask you to raise your hand – As 

for me and my house – we will serve the Lord.  Jesus, as we receive the symbol of Your blood, we pray 

that You would pour Your life into us, to enable us to serve You with joy.   

 


