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Sharing the Gospel when no one is willing to listen * Matthew 10 

February 3, 2019 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 

 

The passage of Scripture that we are looking at this morning is a tough one, but a very important one for 

us as followers of Jesus.  In the past few weeks, we’ve talked a lot about how followers ought to behave 

and who followers ought welcome into church, but today we’re going to talk about what happens when 

people don’t want to hear what followers have to say.  In short, the sermon for today goes like this:  

 

Just because people don’t want to hear, doesn’t mean we shouldn’t share.   

Just because people don’t want to hear, doesn’t mean we shouldn’t share.   

 

A couple of years back, a relative of mine got some shocking news at Christmas.  Her husband was 

diagnosed with a serious brain cancer and he was given months to live.  I know that they have a 

different outlook on the world than I do – I don’t know how deeply they’re into it but I know they have a 

sort of New Age Mother Earth approach to spirituality – but I thought, I need to share with them the 

hope of the Gospel, the very same way that I would share with anyone within the Langford Community.   

 

And so I sent her a note, acknowledging our different worldviews, and sharing with her a passage that is 

really foundational for our hope as believers.  Remember in John’s Gospel, when Lazarus dies, and Jesus 

says to Martha beside his grave? 

 

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he 

dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?" 

 

Well, I sent that to her and her response was essentially ‘I don’t want to hear that.  Don’t ever tell me 

that stuff again.’ 

 

That was a punch in the gut.  It was really disappointing.  I had made an effort to share the Gospel and it 

got thrown back in my face and I felt very tempted to get discouraged and give up.   

 

And maybe you’ve had that experience too.  You’ve gotten up the courage to share what you believe 

with another person and they shut you down before you even get started.  It can be very discouraging.   

 

But do you know what Jesus says to us today? 

 

Just because people don’t want to hear, doesn’t mean we shouldn’t share.   

 

I mean, that’s exactly what He says in Matthew 10; He tells His disciples: 

 

Just because people don’t want to hear, doesn’t mean we shouldn’t share the Gospel with them. 

 

So let me take you into Matthew chapter 10 and we’ll look together at the three reasons why we should 

keep on sharing even if people don’t want to listen; and the one prerequisite it will take to do it. 
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So turn with me to chapter 10 of Matthew and we’re going to start in the middle of the passage that 

was read for us.  Chapter 10, verse 5. 

 

5 These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: "Do not go among the Gentiles or enter 

any town of the Samaritans. 

 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 

 

Reason number one to share the Gospel, even if people don’t want to hear it: 

 

It’s our job.  Pretty utilitarian eh?  Sharing the Gospel with people, even if they don’t want to hear it, is 

part of our job description as believers.   

 

That’s clear from this passage, isn’t it?  Jesus calls His twelve disciples to Him, gives them His authority 

to speak and then sends them out to share the Good News of the Kingdom of God – specifically with the 

(verse 6) lost sheep of Israel.   

 

Now, yes, it is true that this passage specifically says that it is Peter and Andrew and James and John and 

Matthew’s job to go out and share the good news, even if people don’t want to hear it.  That’s clear 

from the instructions that Jesus gives them – v. 5 – He says ‘go only to the Israelites, not the Gentiles’ 

and then vs 9-16, He talks about taking nothing with them and relying exclusively on the hospitality of 

people who are open to the Gospel for a place to stay.  This is a very specific, time limited assignment 

for the first generation of disciples.   

 

But then as the chapter continues, Jesus starts to talk in a way that only makes sense if He is looking 

beyond this FIRST mission to missions that future disciples will go on.  Look at verse 18 –  

 

18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the 

Gentiles. 

 

Who were Peter and James and John supposed to go to?  Israel only.  But here, Jesus anticipates that 

Gentile rulers and Gentile kings will hear the message of the Gospel because other believers will bring it 

to them. 

 

And look at the promise Jesus makes to us.  When they arrest you, don’t worry about what you will say.  

At that time, you will be given what to say, because it will not be you but the Spirit of the Father working 

through you.   

 

19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that time you will be 

given what to say, 

 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father speaking through you. 

 (Mat 10:18-20 NIV). 
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That’s a promise to us, a promise that God Himself will equip us to do the job that lies before us as 

Jesus’ followers – to go forth and make disciples of all that nations.  If you are a follower of Jesus, then 

you are a missionary, with a broad assignment to bear witness to the redeeming love of God, wherever 

you are.   

 

I like how Michael Wilkins puts it - “Every disciple is a missionary, but not every missionary goes 

overseas” (Wilkins, NIVAC, 404). 

 

You may not go to the deep dark jungles of Africa to share the Gospel, but there’s a deep darkness in 

some of your neighbours and it’s our job as believers to reach them in love.  

 

So reason number one to share when people don’t want to hear it – it’s our job.   

 

Reason number 2 is a bit of an encouragement I think –  

 

We share the Gospel, even when people don’t want to hear it, because Jesus shared the Gospel, even 

when people didn’t want to hear it.   

 

Look at verse 22: 

 

 22 All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

 23 When you are persecuted in one place, flee to another. I tell you the truth, you will not finish going 

through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 

 24 "A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 

25 It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the 

house has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household! (Mat 10:25 NIV). 

 

Reason number two, we share the Gospel, in the face of opposition, because Jesus did that too.   

 

I mean, think about that.  Not even Jesus Himself had a 100% success rate – thousands of people heard 

His message but only a fraction of those responded, and a large number of those who heard, went on to 

actively oppose Him.  So if people opposed Him because of what He said, then it shouldn’t surprise us 

when we, as His followers, run into opposition on account of what Jesus said. 

 

And even though they opposed Him, Jesus kept sharing the Good News; that’s both an encouragement 

and a challenge for us. 

 

Now, the third reason to share gets at why it’s so important to keep sharing, even in the face of 

opposition. 

 

Reason number three that we share the Gospel even if people don’t want to listen – eternity is at stake.   

 

Look at verse 26 – Jesus has just said – ‘look, angry men will persecute you the same way they 

persecuted me, but – verse 26 - 26 "So do not be afraid of them.  
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Why?  Well, for one, truth will win out in the end.  In the long run, people will see that you were right to 

proclaim Jesus’ message - That’s verse 27, but even more importantly -  

 

And two, don’t fear THEM, because what God can do is infinitely more terrible than anything THEY can 

do.  Verse 28 –  

 

 28 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who 

can destroy both soul and body in hell. 

 

Skip down to verse 32 -  

 

32 "Whoever acknowledges me before men, I will also acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. 

 33 But whoever disowns me before men, I will disown him before my Father in heaven. 

 

Reason number three that we share the Gospel even if people don’t want to listen – eternity is at stake.   

 

People may plot and scheme and rage, and even put us to death, but that is nothing compared to the 

eternity of separation from God that awaits all those who refuse His gracious gift of forgiveness.  People 

who deny God in this life will be abandoned by Him in the next, and that means an eternity of suffering.   

 

Which is why, even if they spit in our face, we need to offer them God’s forgiveness.  Because their 

eternal being hangs in the balance.   

 

David Platt, a pastor and former president of the International Missions Board writes 

 

We live in a world of approximately seven billion people, with most liberal estimates labeling about one-

third of this seven billion "Christians." That leaves more than 4.5 billion people without Christ—that's 

more than 4.5 billion people on a road that leads to an eternal hell. This is the condition of the lost. Do 

we realize the gravity of eternity? Far more important than sports, money, sex, or success in this world, 

there are people around us today (and every day) who are eternally lost. Do we sense the urgency? Do 

we see the world with the eyes of Jesus? … These were people who were separated from God and who, 

if nothing changed, would one day stand before God in their sin and be cast into eternal darkness. 

 

Platt, David. Exalting Jesus in Matthew (Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary) . B&H Publishing 

Group. Kindle Edition. 

 

That’s why we need to share the good news that Jesus delivers us from that fate to give us real life with 

Him.   

 

Now, I realize that that’s a tough truth.  There are some things in the Bible that even I wish weren’t 

there.  But let me say two things about it.   
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1. First, we’ve become so enamoured with God as the God of love, that we sometimes forget that He is 

the God of Holiness and the God of Justice.  We very rightly celebrate God AS the God of love and WE 

DO go to Him whenever we are in need and He DELIGHTS in that and it WAS LOVE that motivated Him to 

rescue us from sin, but there IS a sense in which we need to stand in awe of Him – to fear Him – to 

reverence – to honour Him as the holy and just and righteous God that He is.  It’s easy to think of God as 

a teddy bear, there to offer us comfort, when in reality, He’s more like a grizzly bear, protecting and 

advancing His territory, for His benefit and for the benefit of His family.  So we do need to have a 

healthy respect for God, that acknowledges that He is good, but He’s not safe, and He will judge all of us 

according to what we do with His offer of forgiveness.   

 

Now, 2. and this is why we are RIGHT to think of God as the God of love and grace: He is not just like a 

reckless grizzly bear, but like a grizzly bear mother with her cubs.  God loves us with tender compassion; 

He knows us in intimate detail and we are anything but numbers on a spreadsheet to Him.  Look at verse 

29, how Jesus describes God’s perspective on those who have received His forgiveness: 

 

29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will 

of your Father. 

 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. 

 31 So don't be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows (Mat 10:26-33 NIV).   

 

If you have trusted Jesus and received His forgiveness, then God loves you with an endless love.  You are 

a treasure to Him; you are precious in His sight; He will never let you be separated from Him.  So don’t 

be afraid.  Share these blessings that you have experienced with others, so that they have the chance to 

experience them too.   

 

We share the Good News with people who don’t want to hear it because their eternal destiny hangs in 

the balance and God wants everyone to come to the knowledge of the truth and to be saved for all 

eternity.   

 

So three reasons to share – 1. It’s our job, 2. It’s what Jesus did and 3. Eternity is at stake. 

 

Now as the passage continues here, Jesus pushes into what it’s going to take to share the Gospel with 

people who don’t want to hear, the ‘prerequisite’ that I was talking about earlier.  

 

In a fairy tale, children’s storybook version of Christianity, everyone who hears Jesus’ message will be 

overjoyed and immediately commit themselves to following Jesus, and I wonder if even the disciples 

were thinking that way.  You go out, you preach, you have success.   

 

But Jesus understands the world we live in.  Jesus understands why we needed Him to die for our sin.  

Because sin blinds us to the fact that we need salvation and so of course, some people will not receive 

the Gospel and actually actively oppose it.  So Jesus gets real in verse 34 -  

 

34 "Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a 

sword. 
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Well hold on, what about that whole ‘peace on earth, good will to men’ thing we sing at Christmas?   

 

Well, to be honest, that’s more about peace between God and humanity than between people who live 

on earth, and Jesus here is saying that sometimes, the decision to follow Jesus will mean a rupture in the 

relationship between two people.   

 

For example, a guy who goes out drinking with his buddies on the weekends, then comes to faith in 

Jesus, is probably going to feel some tension in that relationship, where he no longer wants to do the 

things that they he and they can’t understand why he would give his life to Jesus.   

 

And sometimes, that happens in families too.  In my readings this week, I came face to face with stories 

like this one – a woman in North Africa was very ill and her friends brought her to a Christian clinic in a 

wheelbarrow.  She was close to death but through the grace of God, she was healed and she came to 

know Jesus as her Lord and Saviour.  When she went home though, her father was enraged by the fact 

that she would turn to Christianity and he beat her.  And that’s exactly the situation that Jesus 

anticipates.  Vs. 35 -   

 

 35 For I have come to turn " 'a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law 

against her mother-in-law-- 

 36 a man's enemies will be the members of his own household.' 

 

Even today, when people decide to follow Jesus, they may face opposition from their own family 

members.  Why?  Because Christianity calls out onto the carpet all the things that we like doing in the 

dark and says ‘that’s no good.’  Jesus points at idols and says – ‘that’s not real.  That won’t save you.’  

And the reality is, it’s humbling to admit sin and our need for a Saviour.   

 

But Jesus offers us a reward that far outweighs the initial discomfort that comes from receiving Jesus as 

Saviour - strength and purpose and hope and meaning in this life and pure delight in the next.  Jesus is 

worth giving up everything for and it’s in that context that we need to understand the next verse: 

 

 37 "Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his 

son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 

 

Jesus isn’t all about blowing up families.  He is simply saying that ‘keeping your parents happy is not a 

good reason to not follow Me.’  If a person chooses keeping the peace with their family over gaining 

peace with God, then they will never be a follower of Jesus.  And v. 38, Jesus lays it all out.  And this is 

the prerequisite that I was talking about earlier.     

 

 38 and anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 

 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

 

Unless you have truly internalized the fact that your Heavenly Father loves you more than anything else, 

that He knows you down to the hairs on your head and desires to do nothing but see you thrive, and 
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unless you have committed your life – above all else – to Him, then you’ll never be able to stick your 

neck out for him.  You’ll say ‘well, if people don’t want to listen, then I’m not going to talk.’  You’ll cling 

to your life, and not take any risks on behalf of the Kingdom.  And what do Jesus say about that?   

 

 Anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 

 

Salvation is a free gift, but it is a COSTLY gift, and Jesus wants us to take seriously the privileges and 

responsibilities that come with it.  Salvation was not bought with Air miles – the beloved Son of God 

shed His blood on a Cross to secure forgiveness for you and me; to treat that like a sweater you’d just as 

soon regift just won’t do.   

 

This is a passage of Scripture that weighed heavy on me in my decision to follow Jesus.  In my own 

human wisdom, I wanted to protect myself, to do right by me, all the time, and yet I have to admit that 

‘my way’ didn’t always go so well.  I remember clearly a pastor sharing this verse and it put this 

paradoxical challenge before me - ‘if you keep clinging to your own life, ignoring me, you’re actually 

throwing it away.  But by losing it for my sake, you will find true life.’  I thought long and hard about that 

one and here I am - I found my life by losing it.   

 

And I think that it’s only when we’ve done that – when we’ve given God the priority in our lives, when 

we’ve decided to revere Him more than we fear men – that we are able to speak the Gospel to people 

who don’t want to hear it.  Right?  Before I really know Jesus, I wouldn’t stick my neck out for Him.  But 

now that I know Him and treasure Him, I do the best that I can. 

 

Now here’s a question – what does this all mean for us?  As I thought through this passage this week, I 

scribbled down in my notes – How do we relate the high stakes, total commitment call of mission work 

to the reality that not all believers will be ‘in danger’ given that many of us will remain at home?  Valid 

question right?  And maybe you’ve been thinking it too. 

 

Let me give you two thoughts on that. 

 

1.  I think that even Jesus is aware of that.  And I think that as Matthew 10 closes, Jesus gives us some 

insight into how to do it.  Look at verse 40 –  

 

40 "He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent me. 

 41 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and anyone 

who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's reward. 

 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my disciple, I 

tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward." 

 (Mat 10:40-42 NIV).   

 

“Those who are hospitable to Christian workers will receive Christian workers’ rewards!” (Bruner, 493).   

 

See, God’s intention is not that we would all be missionaries, in the traditional sense.  The spread of the 

Gospel requires that some would go out and that some would stay home, to support those out in the 
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fields.  That’s clear here and it comes through as the passage starts too.  Who were the disciples to 

depend on for support?  The people in their homes, right?  In God’s wisdom, some will stay and some 

will go, and those who stay will support those who go.   

 

That’s something that I really appreciate about Langford.  I get the sense that you area really eager to 

support missions out in the field.  When I came here, I really appreciated what the website said – 

something like ‘not many of us can physically travel, but we want to support those who go overseas for 

missions’ and so we have this portion of our budget specifically for mission.   

 

And look at what Jesus says about that.  That doesn’t make us ‘lesser citizens,’ like those who go are 

better than those who stay.  Both are important and both receive rewards from our Father in Heaven.   

 

I hope that that will be an encouragement to you, and I do want to encourage you to make supporting 

Christian missions a priority.  Charity work is fine, but as believers, I think that it is important to be 

intentionally supporting Christian missions who are sharing the good news AND social care at the same 

time.   

 

So that’s the first thought, that supporting mission work IS mission work!, but my second thought is this.  

There is a sense in which WE ARE ALL missionaries.  We are all called to share the Gospel in our everyday 

lives.   

 

We don’t have to be overseas to do what Jesus is calling us to.  The call to surrender your life and speak 

fearlessly is the same in Cainsville as it is in Calcutta.  The circumstances are different, but it is still our 

responsibility as followers of Jesus to share the Good News of God, wherever we are.   

 

So first off, have you given up your life, to follow Jesus into REAL life?  If you’re not sure, then I would 

encourage you to think long and hard on verse 39 - 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever 

loses his life for my sake will find it. (Mat 10:39 NIV).  And remember, this is not simply a cold 

calculation, but an invitation from our Heavenly Father who knows you intimately and loves you exactly 

as you are.  

 

If you have made that commitment, then I want to encourage you – just because people don’t want to 

hear, doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t share the Gospel with them.  We SHOULD – because – well, it’s 

our job as followers – two, it was Jesus’ experience too and three, eternity is on the line for them.   

 

And as we close, I want to bring you back to the story about the woman who was brought to the 

hospital in a wheelbarrow, healed, redeemed and then beaten by her earthly father.   

 

“Nevertheless, this lady stood strong and shared the gospel, and her own father, the man who had 

beaten her, came to faith in Christ. He's now an evangelist, going from village to village sharing the 

gospel. This story is one of many in that region of the world; however, when you talk with these 

believers, as some of our church members have, it's not the suffering they talk about. It's the joy. In 

Christ, the reward far outweighs the risk. And all of this is happening because believers are sharing 

Christ in their daily lives.” 
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Platt, David. Exalting Jesus in Matthew (Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary) . B&H Publishing 

Group. Kindle Edition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just because people don’t want to hear, doesn’t mean we shouldn’t share.   

 

 

Now, here’s a question – what does it mean to take up your cross?  I like Dale Bruner’s description – 

“Crosses … are decisions.  The most practical way for Christians to take up their crosses today is to take 

the little steps of creative obedience suggested by Jesus’ … Sermon on the Mount and His convincting 

missional commands … here in the Sermon on Mission.  The most unifying image for me at the moment 

for taking up one’s cross is the decision, day by day, to seek to live and give fearless witness to Jesus 

Christ” (Bruner, 492).   
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Well, well, well, what a pleasure it is to be back here with you today.  You know, I really enjoyed my time 

with you here two weeks ago and your pastor Graham was kind enough to invite me back for another 

session.  I’m Barnabas Jones and I’m a trainer here with FollowCo, the community of people who follow 

Jesus.   

 

Last time I had the privilege of talking with you about the ‘community code’ for followers of Jesus – 

what people often call the ‘Sermon on the Mount’ – and today I’m going to talk with you about the 

‘mission code’ for followers of Jesus.  The Community Code lays out how we treat one another in light of 

the redeeming love of Jesus and the Mission Code describes how we go about inviting people INTO that 

redeeming love.   

 

And that’s important, because one of our prime objectives as followers of Jesus, is to make disciples of 

all nations, inviting people into relationship with God and showing them how to live in light of the mercy 

and grace and forgiveness that God has shown to all of us.  If you are a follower of Jesus, then that is a 

part of your job description, but it doesn’t necessarily mean you’ll be doing it overseas.  Every disciple is 

a missionary, but not every missionary will go overseas.  “Every disciple is a missionary, but not every 

missionary goes overseas” (Wilkins, NIVAC, 404). 

 

But wherever you are, God intends for you to be salt and light, to share the Good News of the Gospel, so 

that people will see and believe and become children of God too.     

 

But here’s the thing.  Not everyone is going to be open to that.  Some people are too distracted to give 

any thought to eternity.  Some people are content to ‘make it’ on their own.  And some people are just 

too hard hearted to consider that God may have some interest in their lives.  And so telling people about 

Jesus can be difficult and discouraging if we don’t see results right away.   

 

And so that’s why the Missions code is so important.  It gives us a sense of what to expect, when we 

share the Gospel with other people, and it shows us how to engage in missions the way that Jesus 

Himself did.   

 

So let me lay down the basic structure for the FollowCo missions code.  And this will guide the rest of 

our time this morning.  Based on Matthew 10, the FollowCo missions code goes like this: 

 

Jesus’ followers will face opposition on account of Jesus’ message.  But Jesus’ message will advance 

when we meet that opposition with shrewd innocence, confident dependence, steadfast reverence, 

undivided allegiance and intentional generosity.   

 

Lots there, so let me show you what I mean.   

 

Turn with me to Matthew 10 and we’ll start with the first idea – Jesus’ followers will face opposition on 

account of Jesus’ message.   
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Now I have to admit that that’s not the cheeriest of places to start a talk on missions, but it’s exactly 

what Jesus does.  He wants His followers to have no misconceptions about what ministry is like and so 

He says stuff like this: 

 

v. 17 -  17 "Be on your guard against men; they will hand you over to the local councils and flog you in 

their synagogues. 

 18 On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the 

Gentiles (Mat 10:17-18 NIV). 

 

v. 21 -  21 "Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; children will rebel against their 

parents and have them put to death. 

 22 All men will hate you because of me, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved. 

 (Mat 10:21-22 NIV). 

 

v. 24 -  24 "A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 

 25 It is enough for the student to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If the head of the 

house has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members of his household!  (Mat 10:24-25 NIV). 

 

Jesus’ knows that His followers will face opposition on account of His message.  Why?  Well, there are at 

least two reasons.  One comes right from the passage – people will persecute Jesus’ followers because 

they persecuted Jesus Himself.  Anyone who says that a Christian’s life should be sunshine and roses is 

trying to sell you something, because Jesus Himself recognizes that if we are truly walking in His 

footsteps, sharing the Gospel, then we are going to run into resistance at one point or another.  And the 

reason for THAT is this: the Gospel is humbling.  The grace of God is freely given, but it reveals sin that 

you didn’t want to admit and a need that you didn’t want to acknowledge.   

 

I remember, and I’m sure that your pastor Graham can relate, when I started to really serious consider 

my relationship with Jesus.  I understood His grace, the compassionate forgiveness that He offered me, 

but to receive it, I would have to admit that I needed forgiveness.  That I wasn’t in fact perfect, all on my 

own.  And I’m sure I’m not the only one who has wrestled with that.   

 

I think David Jackman puts it well: 

 

This is where we twenty-first century Christians need to take Jesus seriously, in a culture that is tuned to 

hearing only the messages it chooses to listen to, and where the questions, ‘Do I like it?’, and ‘Am I 

comfortable with it?’ seem to screen out the question, ‘Is it true?’ Christians can expect to face hostility 

from an unbelieving world, however good the news is, because the message of Jesus Christ is a message 

of repentance, of a changed life, which makes moral demands on those who hear it, to put God first in 

their lives, rather than themselves (Jackman, Teaching the Bible, pt. 5).   

 

That’s a huge speed bump for some people and sadly, some will never get over it.  They will turn their 

backs on redemption and try to get as far away from it as possible.  Their pride will prevent them from 

coming to know the greatest love they could ever know in God.  And some, will decide to actively fight 
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back, and you and I both know that there isno shortage of people in the world who are openly 

antagonistic towards the Christian faith.   

 

And that’s why we need this Mission Code.  It sets our expectations.  It reminds us that even if people 

will not listen to the Good News, the Good News will never fail.  They persecuted Jesus – they put Him 

to death in the most miserable way possible – and yet look what He did.  He changed the course of 

world history and secured salvation for anyone who will believe.  If they persecuted Him, they will 

persecute anyone who shares His message.  And that includes us.   

 

But fortunately, the mission code doesn’t end there.  It keeps going and it shows us how to advance the 

Gospel, in a variety of ways that we all need to hear.  So let’s take them on, one by one.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


