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So too shall we * Mathew 28:1-10 
April 21, 2019 * Easter Sunday * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 
 
Every Sunday as we gather here together at Langford church there’s a time in the service when I say 
‘how can we be praying for each other this week?’  We hear what’s going on in each other’s lives and we 
hear where we need God to move in ways that only He can and then we go to Him, knowing that He 
hears our prayers and that in His good time will answer them. 
 
We pray for students at school, we pray for various ministries that we are connected to, we pray for 
parents and families and people going through hard times and invariably, we pray for people who are 
sick.   
 
We pray for people who are going in for surgery; we pray for people who diagnoses are still unclear, and 
we pray for people who have cancer.   
 
And it’s that last one that hits me hardest.  That’s not to diminish the seriousness of other health issues, 
but cancer seems to come up again and again – even my dad was diagnosed with a cancer this year and 
he’s begun treatments already.   
 
I have to admit – I don’t understand why some cancer is treatable and why some cancer is terminal – 
and I really don’t understand why some people live longer and others die.     
 
But I do know that what we’ve just heard is real hope in the face of death.  Jesus’ resurrection from the 
dead means that death is not the end.  Jesus’ resurrection from the dead means that we can stare death 
in the face and say – “You don’t scare me; my Saviour has conquered you.”     
 
Let’s turn together to Matthew 28 and I’ll show you why I say that.  Matthew 28 and we’ll start in verse 
1.  
 
Now I assume that most of you have lost loved ones before; you know the feeling of pain and sadness, 
the emptiness and the dullness that comes in those chaotic days after a death.  That’s what Jesus’ 
disciples were feeling in the days after Good Friday.  They had staked their lives on this charismatic 
teacher and now He was gone, murdered by the State and the religious elite.  I can’t even begin to know 
how THAT felt.  But I do know this: they were determined to honour Jesus, even in death.  And so, as the 
chapter opens, we find two women going to the tomb to honour Jesus.  Verse 1 -  
 
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
look at the tomb. 
 
Mary Magdelene knew Jesus’ power first hand – Luke 8:2 tells us that she had been possessed by 
demons and Jesus set her free.  The other Mary – well we don’t have specifics to say why she followed 
Jesus, but she DID – and quite faithfully too.  The male disciples had by and large bailed but here were 
these women, at the Cross, at the tomb where they laid Jesus to rest.   
 
55 Many women were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for 
his needs. 
 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of 
Zebedee's sons… 
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61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were sitting there opposite the tomb (Mat 27:55-61 NIV). 
 
And I’m sure that they were heartbroken.  They had loved this man, Jesus.  They believed in His message 
so much that they followed Him and supported Him financially.  They believed that God was indeed 
ushering in the Kingdom through this simple teacher – and now He was gone.  They’d seen it with their 
own eyes.  They had held his lifeless body.   
 
But then, when they arrived at the tomb that Easter morning, things took an unexpected turn.  I said to 
Julie ‘if clickbait had existed in Matthew’s time, he probably would have written ‘YOU’LL NEVER BELIEVE 
WHAT HAPPENS NEXT!’ 
 
 2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to the 
tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 
 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 
 
This would have been a stunning moment I’m sure.  And in fact, verse 4 -  
 
 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men. 
 
These were Roman soldiers, the kind of guys that would eat nails for breakfast and say that was still too 
decadent, but here they were, immobilized with fear at the sight of the angel.  They had probably 
fainted or something, but the part about them ‘being like dead men’ is probably Matthew’s way of 
pointing out a great irony here.  One of the commentators I read this week observed: “The irony is not 
to be missed: the ones assigned to guard the dead, themselves appear dead, [while the dead man they 
were guarding is now alive] while the dead one has been made alive.  (Hagner, D. A. (1998). Matthew 
14–28 (Vol. 33B, p. 869)). 
 
Once again, this is the great reversal of the Kingdom – the world appears to get one over on God but 
God turns it around.  The mighty soldiers are humbled, while the humble women are exalted.  They 
become the first to know that Jesus is alive.  Verse 5 –  
 
 5 The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. 
 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay. 
 
The angel doesn’t say much, but he says A LOT!  Let me unpack three things that he says.   
 
First - He is risen.   
 
Just two days before, these women had seen Jesus hang on the Cross.  They’d seen the centurion pierce 
His side and blood flowing out.  They’d seen Him cry out in a loud voice, committing His Spirit to God.  
They had seen Him die.  And yet now - here they were - face to face with this awe-inspiring angel who 
says: Jesus is alive.  He is no longer dead; He is risen!     
 
You know, I’ll be forty in a couple weeks and that means that for 40 Easters, I’ve heard that news.  And 
sometimes, I fear that it becomes a little ho-hum, old news.  Jesus is risen, the sky is blue – what else is 
new?   
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But that is spectacular news – logic defying – earth shattering – life changing news.  Jesus went into the 
very heart of our greatest enemy’s stronghold – death - and He tore down the walls and said ‘Death, 
your power is done.’  And He returned to life to prove it.     
 
In a sense, this is like that Thai soccer team that got trapped in that cave last summer.  For days, we 
watched in anticipation to see what would happen – would these boys make it?  Would they survive? – 
and a lot of experts weren’t sure that they would.  That cave could very well have become a tomb.   
 
But they made it out.  The divers risked their own lives to rescue these boys; imagine how their mothers 
felt the first time they saw their boys alive.  Over joyed.  Overwhelmed.  They could have died, but now 
they live. 
 
How much more then should Jesus’ resurrection thrill our hearts.  He WAS dead.  And now He lives. 
 
And we know from the rest of this story how overjoyed the disciples were to hear that Jesus was risen.   
 
Second – He is risen, just as He said. 
 
To the women at the tomb, to the disciples that He would later see, it was a tremendous shock to see 
Jesus alive, but it shouldn’t have been.  Jesus had told again and again that this would happen.  I pointed 
out in the last few weeks three different times when Jesus told His disciples – “we’re going up to 
Jerusalem and I’m going to be betrayed into the hands of sinful men; I will be condemned to death and 
crucified, but don’t let that stress you out, because on the third day, I will be raised to life.” 
 
18 "We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and the 
teachers of the law. They will condemn him to death 
 19 and will turn him over to the Gentiles to be mocked and flogged and crucified. On the third day he 
will be raised to life!" 
 (Mat 20:18-19 NIV). 
 
Three times He says exactly THAT and at least two more He predicts that this will happen, and here they 
are, Easter morning, and He’s done it.  Jesus is risen, just as He said.  It all went according to plan.  Jesus’ 
death and resurrection were no accident; Jesus died on purpose and He was raised to life on purpose, 
just as He said.   
 
And third, (Come and see) the angel invited them into the tomb to see where He was laid.  You know, 
for the longest time, I’ve just sort of assumed that the stone was rolled away so that Jesus could get out, 
but this week, again and again in my study, it struck me – the stone was not rolled away to let Jesus out; 
it was rolled away to let the witnesses IN.  (Chrysologus, Lucado, etc.)  
 
Peter Chrysologus: An angel descended and rolled back the stone. He did not roll back the stone to 
provide a way of escape for the Lord but to show the world that the Lord had already risen. He rolled 
back the stone to help his fellow servants believe, not to help the Lord rise from the dead. Sermons 
75.4. 
 
Jesus had JUST conquered death and within a day or two He was passing through walls to visit the 
disciples; it’s not like He was stuck behind the rock going ‘Hey guys, can you let me out??’ (Lucado, Matt 
28:1-30).  No, the stone was rolled away so that Jesus’ disciples could come in to see that He was not 
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where they left Him three days ago.  Jesus was alive and the angel was giving them proof.  Christian faith 
has never been a check your brain at the door kind of faith (or it shouldn’t be) – even here, where it all 
begins, the disciples are given evidence to show that Jesus has indeed been raised back to life.  “See 
where He lay?  See where you left Him?  He’s gone because He lives again.” 
 
Then verse 7, he says -   
 
7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of you into 
Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you." 
 8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy (I’ll bet!), and ran to tell his 
disciples. 
 
And then – verse 9 – another surprise.   
 
9 Suddenly Jesus met them.  "Greetings," he said.  [Not ‘tada!’, not ‘I told you so!’ but ‘Hello’]  Jesus says 
the very same thing that a person on the streets of Greece would say today if they greeted you; nothing 
fancy, nothing religious, just ‘hi.’]  They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. (Yet more 
proof that He was alive – face to face, in the flesh – they grabbed hold of Him and poured out their 
hearts in worship, overjoyed to see Him). 
   
 10 Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will 
see me." 
 (Mat 28:1-10 NIV). 
 
And as Matthew’s Gospel concludes, that’s exactly what they did – the women went to tell the others 
that Jesus was risen and then they met with Jesus who then sent them to tell all that nations of the 
world that the Saviour lives.   
 
Now that’s how it went, but what does it mean?  Jesus died, Jesus rose again, but what does that mean 
for us?  How does that prepare us to weather the ups and downs of life and death?   
 
Well, to answer that, let me take you to one verse in 1 Thessalonians chapter 4.  Paul captures in one 
verse the significance of this death and resurrection and appearance to witnesses.  1 Thessalonians 4, 
verse 14: 
 
14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who 
have fallen asleep in him. 
 
If God can raise Jesus back to life, then we can be absolutely sure that He will raise us to life too.   
 
Just as Jesus died and rose again, so too shall we who have died knowing Jesus rise again.   
 
No cancer can stop that.  No heart attack can stop that.  No condition or disease can stop that.  No car 
accident can stop that.  No cross can stop that.  Nothing.   
 
Jesus died and rose again.  And so too shall we, assuming that we have died knowing Him.   
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Well wait, why is that important?  Didn’t Jesus die to take away the sins of the world?  Yeah, He did.  His 
death was sufficient for the forgiveness of all.  But you gotta make it your own.    
 
Think back to what the angel said – “He is risen, just as He said.”  He died on purpose; He rose on 
purpose – why?  To give His life as a ransom for sin.  To offer Himself in our place for all the times we’ve 
said ‘God I want nothing to do with You’ and for all the times that we’ve treated others the way we’d 
never treat ourselves.  Jesus died to restore each of us to God; each of us needs to claim that 
forgiveness and make it our life’s goal to live for Him.  If you haven’t, I want to encourage you to.  And 
even if you’re not there yet, I want to encourage you to think about it and consider where does your 
hope come from, if not from this? 
 
On its own, Jesus’ resurrection IS spectacular news.  Jesus, who was dead, is alive again, and that’s what 
makes Easter so special.  But here’s the thing.  This message is not just for today.  It’s not just for the day 
when there are flowers and balloons and joy because of all that people you know.  This message is also 
for the day when you find yourself in the valley of the shadow of death.   
 
At some point in the future, we will all find ourselves in the same place as the women on Easter 
morning, mourning because a loved one is gone.  Some of you are there already, wrestling with 
diagnoses that I wish I could just snap and make go away.  But I can’t.  
 
But I can remind you of this -  
 
Jesus died.  Jesus destroyed death and rose again. 
So too shall we if have put our trust in Jesus. 
So too shall our loved if they have fallen asleep knowing him. 
 
Death is no longer the end; for Jesus' followers, it’s just a pit stop on the road to our eternal destination 
and that destination is glorious. 
 
Friends, put your trust in the Risen savior and you too shall rise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
4. Rom. 15:13 - May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of 
the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 
 
 


