
1 
 

A living hope * 1 Peter 1:3-7 
May 26, 2019 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 
 
I’m very excited today to launch into a brand new sermon series here called ‘Everyday disciples.’  We’ve 
spent the lion’s share the winter walking through the book of Matthew, thinking about how to move 
from fence-sitter to follower, from doubter to disciple, and today we begin to take the next step.  What 
does it look like to be a disciple of Jesus?  What does it look like to follow Him, on an everyday basis, 
here in 2019?   
 
Now we sort of broached those themes back in Matthew, but I’ll be honest, every so often, when I was 
working through a passage in Matthew, I would think, ok, but how do we apply that?  What does 
denying yourself, taking up your cross and following Jesus look like? 
 
And so my intention with this series in 1 Peter is to go straight to someone who heard Jesus say all of 
those words and then had to go put it into practice.  If anybody can help us to see how to apply Jesus’ 
teachings in real life, it’s Peter.  He was there for the sermon on the mount, he was there for the Great 
Commission and then when Jesus went back into Heaven, he had to figure how to actually apply those 
thing in real life.  And so we’re going to spend the next five weeks reading Peter’s first letter together to 
see what it means to be a disciple of Jesus, a follower of Jesus, in everyday life.   
 
Now today, we’re going to dive right into the beginning of 1 Peter and find that Peter actually begins… 
where it all begins.  Peter opens his letter – and that’s what it is – a real letter, written to real people, to 
address real situation – Peter opens his letter by reflecting on how we become disciples in the first 
place.  And as he does this, he’s pushing us to ask a very profound question - where does your hope 
come from?  Whether you are already a disciple or not, where do you get hope?  When things go wrong, 
where does your hope come from?  When all else fails, where does your hope come from?  When you 
need strength and courage to persevere, where does your hope come from?  And Peter ultimately tells 
us in the passage that as believers, we have a living hope that will never fail.   
 
So turn with me to 1 Peter, chapter 1 and we’ll get right into it.  1 Peter, chapter 1.  1 Peter is towards 
the back of your Bible, right after Hebrews and James.  So 1 Peter, chapter 1 and we’ll start in verse 3.   
 
Now as I was putting this series together, I read these verses and I was immediately excited because 
there is SO much rich truth here – but the thing is – Peter has it packed so tightly together that it’s hard 
to appreciate all that he is saying.  I kept thinking of this passage as an accordion – as it is, it’s closed up 
tight, but then as you open it up, you can really appreciate how it works, so that’s what I want to do this 
morning – to open up this passage, let it breath, and hopefully let these truths deepen your faith.   
 
So let’s jump in - 1 Peter 1, verse 3: 
 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Peter begins his letter on a note of praise, doesn’t he?  Sometimes I find that as I write a personal email, 
I start off with – ‘dear so and so, how are you?’ – that’s a far cry from ‘Praise be to the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus,’ isn’t it?  But that’s where Peter starts – first things first – praise God! – and here’s why,  
 
In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 
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Peter is laying out for us how we become believers, how it is that we experience salvation.  Becoming a 
follower of Jesus is not just turning over a new leaf;.  When we put our faith in Jesus, we are given new 
birth.  Now I know that in some circles, the idea of being ‘born again’ has gotten a bad rap, but really, it’s 
helpful and powerful metaphor for what happens when we are saved.  God gives us new spiritual life 
that is entirely unlike the way that we lived before we trusted in Him.  We are born not of flesh but of 
the Spirit.   
 
This week I’ve been reading this seventy year old commentary by C. E. B. Cranfield, and here’s how he 
puts it: “God begat us unto a living hope.  To beget is, at all events, a decisive act and the life that results 
is something new…  Something utterly decisive has happened, an altogether new situation has been 
brought about” (Cranfield, 21).   
 
I remember when I first came to faith, I was sharing a dorm room with two other guys and it was a 
pretty typically guys dorm room.  Then one night, at a church service on campus, I really trusted God 
and I felt renewed inside, like something had really changed.  And I can remember so clearly – I went 
back to my dorm and I asked one of my roommates, ‘would you mind taking the bikini babe screensaver 
off of your computer because something’s changed in me and I really want to try to do good by God?’ 
and he was totally understanding.  His sister had had a similar experience and so he was already willing 
to help.  All that to say – there was a change – I didn’t care about holiness before, I didn’t care about 
what God said was good and what was helpful – but all of a sudden, I felt this sensitivity to the will of 
God that was entirely new.   
 
That’s what happens when God gives us new birth – we are saved for all eternity and changed from the 
inside out.  And it’s not new life; He gives us new birth – into a living hope.  Not a dead hope, not a 
theoretical hope, but a living hope, a vibrant confidence in the goodness of God that allows us to stand 
when things get tough.   
 
And this hope is not a baseless hope; rather it is a certainty that is based on evidence; specifically  the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead.  Howard Marshall puts it something like this – ‘I have hope that the 
sun will rise in the morning, not because I know the future, but because I have evidence from the past.  
The sun has always risen, so I hope quite reasonably that it will rise again tomorrow.  Christian hope is 
like that too – since God has already raised Jesus from death, we can have real, confident hope that He 
will also raise to life those who trust in Him’ (para Marshall, IVP, 1:3).    
 
This hope stands on the certainty that death is not the end, because the resurrection of Jesus proves 
that to be true.   
 
Now here’s the thing.  God has given us new birth, into a living hope through Jesus’ death and 
resurrection – that’s salvation in a nutshell!  How do we receive it?  On what basis do we dare to believe 
that God would save us?  Is it our good works that makes us valuable to God?  We show Him we’re good 
enough and that we merit His favour?  Is it our flawless track record in keeping His Law?  Is it because of 
us that God saves us?   
 
No.  I skipped a phrase, didn’t I?  Right off the bat – Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  IN HIS GREAT MERCY – He has given us new birth.  It has nothing to do with who we are and 
everything to do with who He is.  God is rich in mercy, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love.  When 
we were still His enemies, He gave His only Son to reconcile us back to Him.  And when we trust Him, 
when we respond to His call to put our faith in Him, He gives us new birth into a living hope by grace 
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through faith.  This is the gift of God.  In a world where value is determined by income and Instagram 
likes, God says ‘un uh – you are valuable because you are made in My image and when you trust in Me, I 
will give you new life and a living hope because I’m gracious like that.’   
 
Even that metaphor of ‘new birth’ makes the point – does a child have anything to do with their birth?  
Nope.  They’re just born.  It is entirely the parents doing.  And same way with salvation – Cranfield again 
– “When our minds are occupied with the Gospel, there can be no room for any thought of our merit.  
We can only acknowledge humbly and gratefully our immeasurable debt to God, who according to His 
great mercy has done for us what we could never do for ourselves and have not in the least deserved 
and can never repay” (Cranfield, 21).  God freely gives us new birth and a living hope.   
 
Which brings us to verse 4 – what is that hope exactly?  Well, verse 4 - In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope… into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for 
you.  Peter wants to make it absolutely clear – we have an eternal inheritance – life in the presence of 
God and it will never perish, it can never spoil, it can never fade, God is holding it for you, reserved for 
you, irrevocably.   
 
Years ago, at Christmas, Julie had bought something for me at a store, but they didn’t have any in stock 
at the time, but they said that they would call her when it came in and she would just need to go pick it 
up.  So as Christmas day approached, she hadn’t heard anything so she went into the store and asked 
about the thing she had paid for and put on hold under her name and they said ‘oh we couldn’t get a 
hold of you so we sold it to somebody else.’  That wasn’t very nice.  But you know what?  That will never 
happen to us as children of God.  Jesus said ‘I’m going to prepare a place for you in my Father’s house’ 
(John 14:1-3) and that place has your name on it.  If you have put your faith in Jesus, then there is a 
place for you in the kingdom of Heaven because God Himself is keeping it for you, in pristine condition.   
 
Ok, good, but what if I don’t make it?  Right?  A hotel reservation is no good if you miss the connecting 
flight to get you there.   
 
But look at verse 5 – God has given you an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in 
heaven for you, 
 5 who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time (1Pe 1:4-5 NIV). 
 
You will receive your imperishable, eternal inheritance because God Himself is preserving you and 
bringing you through so that you will without a doubt receive it.  That word shielded isn’t really strong 
enough.  The word that Peter uses is a military term – like a garrison of soldiers guards a city to protect 
it; that’s how God in His infinite power protects us as we trust in Him until the day when Christ returns 
and we enjoy the eternal benefits of our salvation.   
 
There is nothing that can keep you from your eternal reward if you are trusting in Christ.  Nothing.  No 
cancer, no car accident, no surgery gone wrong, no fear or anxiety.  What does Paul say?  Romans 8:37 
and on? 
 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 
38 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor 
the future, nor any powers, 
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 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
And you know, it’s probably important that we do recognize that God does not guard us from hardship, 
but through it.  “This is the real meaning of God’s providence – not that we are to be exempt from the 
griefs and pains of this life, but that in and through all things He will bring us through at the last to our 
salvation” (Cranfield, 25). 
 
And that I think is why Peter started where he did – Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ!  Peter understands the living hope that God has given to believers and He praises Him for it.  
Now, lest you think that Peter is just some pie in the sky dreamer, completely disengaged from real life 
and real trials, you need to know that Peter is writing this from Rome, within a few months of emperor 
Nero’s persecution of Christians.  Peter is actively weighing what the world will throw at him against 
what God has promised him and here’s where he comes out –  
 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, 
 5 who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 
 
And that I think leads him into his next thought.  Verse 6 -  
 
 6 In this [in all these things] you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 
grief in all kinds of trials. 
 
Even in the face of trials, Peter says, you can rejoice, because these trials are nothing compared to the 
blessings that God has preserved for you for eternity and will provide you with along the way.  And 
make no mistake, we’re not rejoicing in the trials – but in the promises of God that will bring us through.  
Chuck Swindoll writes - Although we don’t rejoice over the trial itself, we can rejoice over the result 
brought about by our God. 
 
And Peter goes on to describe what that result is.  Look at verse 7 -  
 
 7 These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined 
by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
 
Trials are hard, but even those God uses for good.  He uses these trials, short trials, compared to the 
length of eternity, to strengthen our faith, to refine it, to get rid of the impurities the way that heat 
purifies gold.  And God will sustain us through them, because we are more precious to Him than any 
precious metal.   
 
C.E.B. Cranfield puts it like this – “Why, the very sharpness of the trials that test our faith is evidence of 
its preciousness!  A tried and tested faith, refined by sufferings and made mature, is far more precious 
than gold, which is transient in comparison.  The process of refining is painful; but its purpose is that at 
the last we may receive praise and glory and honour” (Cranfield, 27).     
 
In fact, that’s exactly where Peter goes next – verse 8 -  
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 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe 
in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 
 9 for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls (1Pe 1:3-9 NIV). 
 
That’s where we are headed – the salvation of our souls.  An eternal delight in the very presence of God.   
 
I like how Chuck Swindoll puts it – “When we realize that the ultimate destination on this long, difficult 
journey is eternity in heaven, it makes the potholes and breakdowns in life worth bearing.” 
 
So where are you at with this?  We’ve covered a lot of ground here haven’t we?  Now that we have the 
accordion fully open and you can see what’s all at work, where do you find yourself?   
 
Are you living for yourself, ignoring God, putting your hope in earthly things?  I would invite you to 
weigh what the world will throw at you against what God has promised and make a decision.  And I 
want to say to you – God loves you dearly.  You are precious to Him and He has given everything to win 
you back for Him.  He is inviting you into a new life, with a living hope, that will never fail, that will carry 
you through every storm of life.  Will you receive His invitation and trust in Him?   
 
And if you have, trusted in God and been made new, then I want to encourage you - You have a living 
hope that will never fail.  Whatever trial you face right now, God is guarding you through it, refining your 
faith and preparing for you an eternal home in His presence.  There is nothing that can stop that.  God 
raised Christ from the dead; there is nothing that can stop Him from giving you life.   
 
I loved reading Cranfield this week.  He was a military chaplain during WWII and look what he says five 
years later - “No harm can come to this inheritance.  Whether it be the stake or the wild beasts [like 
Peter faced] or concentration camp or atom bomb – these things can destroy our bodies, but they 
cannot touch our treasure.  That is kept safe for us” (Cranfield, 25).   
 
That is a hope that you can bank on.  That is a hope that you can stand on to persevere in the storms of 
life.  And you can know for sure, that God is maturing and refining you as you stand.  
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 
1 Will your anchor hold in the storms of life, 
when the clouds unfold their wings of strife? 
When the strong tides lift, and the cables strain, 
will your anchor drift, or firm remain? 
[Refrain:] 
We have an anchor that keeps the soul 
steadfast and sure while the billows roll; 
fastened to the Rock which cannot move, 
grounded firm and deep in the Saviour’s love. 


