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Doing right even when it hurts * 1 Peter 2:18-25; 3:13-18; 4:13-19 
June 9, 2019 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 
 
At first glance, that passage might not seem that relevant too us.  I doubt that any of us were accosted 
on the way to church this morning, few of us I’m sure were insulted for Jesus’ name in the course of this 
week and we certainly don’t face the kind of persecution that Christians face in a lot of other places 
around the world.  And certainly, living from an historically Christian country, it may seem a little odd to 
consider what it means to suffer for Jesus’ name.   
 
But as our culture becomes less and less Christian, I suspect that it will become harder and harder to 
follow Jesus.  Because of the Bible, we believe certain things about marriage and gender and sexuality 
and sin and that may cause us to run afoul of the powers that be in their drive to be ‘progressive.’  And 
whether it is overt and hostile, or simply subtle and systemic, like denying Christians a voice at the table, 
persecution may come.  As my old friend C. E. B. Cranfield wrote back in 1950: “It would be surprising if 
Christians were not persecuted; for their very existence is an affront to human self-centredness, a 
reminder of the absolute claims that God makes upon men’s lives and that so many want to ignore and 
forget” (101).  There may come a time when we are persecuted for our faith and so this morning we’re 
going to ask ‘what do we do when that happens?’ 
 
Now, given what I’ve just said, you may be asking, ‘well gee Graham – if this isn’t immediately relevant 
to me, then why are we going to talk about it?’  And my answer would be this.  Peter brings it up three 
different times in the course of his letter.  He talks about what to do when you face persecution as a 
Christian, then he goes on to something else and then he comes back to it again in chapter 3 and then 
on to something else and then back again in chapter 4.  Peter clearly thought that Christians should be 
well aware of what to do when we face opposition.   
 
And really, we’re not THAT far removed from it.  Remember a couple of years ago, that TA at Laurier 
University who faced disciplinary measures because she showed a Jordan Peterson video questioning 
the use of gender neutral pronouns like zee instead he or she?  I taught in that department.  I worked 
with the professors that lost it.  And if I said a tenth of what I do here there, I would have lost my job in a 
moment.  And I know that for some people, they’re looked down on by their families because they trust 
in Jesus.  I’ve seen family members boycott funerals because they had Christian meaning – so it’s not as 
distant as you may think.     
 
So whether or not this is immediately useful, I want to prepare you for every eventuality and so I 
encourage you to take this message and tuck it away at the back of your heart so that it’s there if and 
when you need it.   
 
So here’s the plan – we’re going to focus in on chapter 4 this morning – I do encourage you to read over 
chapters 2 and 3 that are listed on the series outline, because they will really reinforce what we say this 
morning, but we’re going to dig into chapter four to ask “what do we do when we are persecuted for 
Jesus’ name?”   
 
And right off the bat, I’ll give you the answer – in the course of this passage, I think Peter tells us to 
respond to opposition like this: 
 
Don’t be surprised, but instead, rejoice.  Don’t be ashamed, but entrust yourself to God and do good.   
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That’s how Peter tells us to respond when people attack us because of our faith in Jesus –  
 
Don’t be surprised, but instead, rejoice.  Don’t be ashamed, but entrust yourself to God and do good.   
 
So join me in 1 Peter, chapter 4 and we’ll unpack that statement one piece at a time.  So 1 Peter 4, 
starting in verse 12 – don’t be surprised. 
 
There are some people in this world who think that Christianity is a way out of your troubles.  You trust 
in the Lord, and your life will be good.  Money in the bank, a healthy body, a thriving family, and 
boundless happiness.  (https://www.vox.com/first-person/2018/3/12/17109306/prosperity-gospel-
good-evil-cancer-fate-theology-theodicy).  There are some people in the world who believe that.  There 
are some PASTORS in the world who teach that. 
 
But what did Jesus say?   
 
John 16:33, Jesus says - 33 “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the 
world” (John 16:33).   
 
John 15:18-20 JESUS says 18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first… 20 If they 
persecuted me, they will persecute you also (John 15:18-20). 
 
No less an authority than Jesus Himself says that we should expect opposition.  And so Peter puts it to us 
here in verse 12 – dear friends, don’t be surprised when you are persecuted as a follower of Jesus (that’s 
the painful trial he’s talking about) as though something strange were happening to you. If people 
opposed Jesus, then it’s only natural that they would oppose His followers and that should not be cause 
for surprise when and if it happens.  So Peter says: Don’t be surprised -  
 
Instead, verse 13 - rejoice!  13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may 
be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 
 
I think Peter gives us here three reasons to rejoice – starting with this – We rejoice because suffering 
confirms our faith.  Right?  If we are willing to suffer for our faith, then it proves that we really do have 
believe.  If I don’t really trust in Jesus, then I’m going to bolt at the first sight of trouble, right?  But if I’m 
willing to identify with Jesus SO CLOSELY that I am willing to suffer along with Him, then it proves that I 
belong to Him and that I will receive all of His blessings.  So we rejoice in suffering because it confirms 
our faith.   
 
We also rejoice in suffering because it leads to glory.  “Rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of 
Christ so that you may be overjoyed hen His glory is revealed.”  In short – if we are persecuted for Jesus’ 
name, then we are sharing in His sufferings.  And if we share in His sufferings, then we will share in His 
glory!’  Right?  Jesus’ sufferings were awful and yet they were not the end.  Jesus humbled Himself, 
entrusted Himself to God and died on a Cross, then God raised Him from the grave, gave Him a name 
above all other names, and set a time when Jesus would receive all the glory in the world.  And when we 
share in His sufferings, then we will share in His glory.  We rejoice in suffering because it leads to glory! 
 
And finally, we rejoice in suffering because it shows that God is with us.  That’s verse 15 –  
 

https://www.vox.com/first-person/2018/3/12/17109306/prosperity-gospel-good-evil-cancer-fate-theology-theodicy
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If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
on you. 
 
Now at first, that seems a little counter intuitive – I’m persecuted but I’m blessed? – but Peter reminds 
us that when we suffer, God is there with us.  Cranfield – share in His sufferings, He shares in ours.  The 
Spirit of God is on us, strengthening us, carrying us, pointing us to glory and there is nothing anyone can 
do to change that -  
 
They’re trying to put you down by calling you names, but all they’re really doing is lifting you up to Jesus 
who says ‘I know what you’re going through.  Literally.  I went there myself.  But the fact that you are 
suffering for Me means that you really do trust in Me, and I will take care of my own.’  We rejoice even 
in suffering because God is with us.   
 
So don’t be surprised, but instead rejoice, Peter says.  And he continues – don’t be ashamed. 
 
He knows that when people shine a critical spotlight on our faith, it can be tempting to slink away, to 
deny our faith.    If anyone knew that, Peter would.  He was there when Jesus was on trial at the high 
priest’s house and somebody says to him – ‘hey? Aren’t you one of His?’ – What did Peter do?  He split.  
‘I don’t that guy.  Never seen him before in my life.’  In that moment, Peter backtracked on his faith and 
he felt shame, instead of gratitude, on account of Jesus.  And Peter is saying to us here – ‘Don’t be 
ashamed.  Be better than me.  And for goodness sake, don’t let persecution be an excuse for sin’ -  
 
Verse 15 – 
 
15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a 
meddler (as a busybody, some people would say it).  Now first of all, isn’t that interesting that Peter 
would imply that being a busybody is just as bad as being a murderer – but even more to the point –  
 
don’t let suffering become an excuse for sin.  If you do wrong, you will suffer but there’s nothing 
redemptive or meaningful about that.  Peter over in chapter 2 says -  20 But how is it to your credit if 
you receive a beating for doing wrong and endure it?  It’s not!  You’re just getting what you deserve.   
 
But, verse 16 - 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear 
that name (1Pe 4:15-16 NIV). 
 
Don’t be embarrassed as a follower of Jesus, but instead praise God that you belong to Him.   
 
Now, the next couple of verses are a little complicated, but I think that this is Peter’s way of keeping us 
from shame.  In short, he says this.  You might be tempted to be ashamed of Jesus’ name now, but if you 
persevere through it, even if you suffer unjustly, then in the end, you will be vindicated.  The people 
who opposed you though are going to find the tables turned, and it is they who will be ashamed. 
 
Look at verse 171 and 18 - 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins 
with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
18 And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" 
 (1Pe 4:17-18 NIV). 
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In a sense, Peter is saying that preparation for the final judgment has already begun and that these 
sufferings are preparing us for that day.  That’s what that ‘if it’s hard for the righteous to be saved’ part 
is all about – it’s not that God finds it hard to save us but that the road to glory is difficult.  It’s a narrow 
road through trials that test and refine and confirm our faith in God’s free gift of salvation.   
It’s not an easy road, but it’s the only one that leads to glory.   
 
And those people who opposed God – who decided TO take the easy road, well, it’s not going to go well 
for them when they have to give account at the judgment seat of God.   
 
Ed Clowney writes – “The fire of judgment that will come when Christ comes already burns in the 
sufferings that Christians endure. Yet how different is the purpose of the fire in God’s house from the 
fire of the last judgment!  For God’s people, it purifies, but it will consume the wicked.”   
 
Better to suffer now as children of God whose faith is refined by fire, then to suffer in the end of 
enemies of God.   
 
So don’t be surprised by opposition, but instead, rejoice.  Don’t be ashamed, but instead entrust 
yourself to God.   
 
There’s no getting around it – suffering of any kind is hard; suffering because of who you believe in is 
even worse and so Peter says – verse 19 –  
 
19 So then, those who suffer according to God's will (either – as He has permitted or for doing His will) 
should commit themselves to their faithful Creator… 
 
We don’t retaliate.  We don’t lash out.  Absolutely, we do everything that we can to protect our families, 
but we don’t go out of our way to make sure that our oppressors get theirs.  We entrust OURSELVES to 
God and trust that HE will make things right with them. 
 
Now why?  Why do we do that?  Why do we resist the human urge to come back swinging and get a 
little justice for ourselves?  Let me take you briefly over to chapter 2 where Peter talks about this.  Why 
do we entrust ourselves to God, leaving justice in His hands?  Because – verse 21 -  
 
21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should 
follow in his steps. 
 
First off, Christ suffered FOR YOU.  Christ died FOR YOU.  Christ died FOR YOUR SINS.  Christ died for 
what you humanly deserved and instead, He offered us grace and forgiveness.  Justice was done when 
Jesus died on the Cross and we made His sacrifice ours.  And so we have eternal life and God’s presence 
with us in the here and now to strengthen and empower and motivate us and NOTHING can stop that.  
Our oppressors deserve the opportunity to receive that too.  And so we do what Jesus did.  We follow in 
His footsteps.  We follow His example.  And what is that?  Verse 22 -  
 
 22 "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 
 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. 
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 
 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed. 
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We live for Him now and we entrust ourselves to Him, that He will keep us safe and that justice will be 
done. 
 
And I don’t think that it’s by accident that Peter calls us to entrust ourselves to “our faithful Creator.”  
Only three times in the NT is God referred to as ‘the Creator;’ I think that Peter is very intentionally 
reminding us that our God is the sovereign Creator of the whole world.  There is no persecutor more 
powerful than Him.  There is no persecutor who will not have to answer to Him.  He is absolutely 
devoted to us.  He is faithful.  Therefore… we can commit ourselves to Him.  We entrust ourselves to 
Him, believing that when someone insults us for loving God, God will refine us and bless us through it 
and ultimately make things right.   
 
Remember that never fading, never spoiling, never perishing inheritance that God gave us along with 
our new birth and that He is actively keeping in Heaven for us and keeping us shielded by His power until 
Jesus finally returns?  We entrust ourselves to God, knowing that He will make good on that promise.   
 
And in the meantime, we do good.  Even when it hurts.  We do the right thing.  We refuse to put others 
down in order to make ourselves look good.  We honour our families, even if they mock us for our faith.  
We refuse to compromise our beliefs. And I think that that is going to be where this becomes relevant in 
the next decade; as our culture’s worldview diverges from the Bible’s.  We stay true to our Saviour’s 
ways and even if we’re insulted for it, what do we do?  We do good.  We look for opportunities to be a 
blessing, even to those who persecute us.  
 
Every so often I come across stories like this – there was a family that own a business down in the 
States, a Christian family who were known for being Christian.  And some guy came in and scrawled 
graffiti all over the walls because he decided he didn’t like their faith.   
 
The rule of law and of justice said that he had to pay and to be honest, I don’t remember if he had to 
pay reparations for the damages because my memory is full of what this family did.  They didn’t 
retaliate.  They didn’t seek their own benefit.  Instead, they took time to find out about this guy, to 
realize that he had lost his job, to realize that he was suffering from a painful disease and had to money 
to pay for medical care and that he was angry with God with no way to express what he really felt.  And 
so he took it out on this family.   
 
And you know that they did?  They took him meals.  They paid his medical bills.  They fought fire with 
love.  And showed him the undeserved mercy of God that Jesus secured on the Cross.   
 
That’s how you glorify God.  That how you praise God that you belong to Him.  You entrust yourself to 
Him and do good.    
 
Because if we share in Christ’s sufferings, we will share in His glory. 
 
So listen, I don’t know if this message will be useful to you tomorrow, or in the next week or in the next 
decade, or at all, but I and Peter want you to be ready should that time come.  *I* want to be ready to 
honour God, should that time come.  So if it does – don’t be surprised.  Instead, rejoice.  Don’t be 
ashamed but entrust yourself to God and do good.   
 
If you share in Christ’s sufferings, you will share in His glory.   
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I want to close here just by bringing you back to the text.  These are God’s words to us, just as much as 
they are Peter’s words to the people in first century Turkey, and so I want to read these words, so you 
can hear them spoken right to you – 1 Peter 4, verse 12 -  
 
12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something strange 
were happening to you. 
 13 But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his 
glory is revealed. 
 14 If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests on you. 
 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a 
meddler. 
 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. 
 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the 
outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
 18 And, "If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" 
 19 So then, those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator 
and continue to do good. 
 (1Pe 4:12-19 NIV). 
 
 
 
 
  


