
 
2018 Advent poems * Graham Gladstone * Langford Church 

 

Advent 

 

Hope – Zechariah 

 

This morning we light the candle of hope. 

 

Luke 1:8-17 says - 

8 Once when Zechariah's division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 

 9 he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord 

and burn incense. 

 10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying 

outside. 

 11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 

 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 

 13 But the angel said to him: "Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife 

Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name John.,, 

 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 

 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he 

will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth. 

 16 Many of the people of Israel will he bring back to the Lord their God. 

 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers 

to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous--to make ready a people prepared 

for the Lord" (Luk 1:8-17 NIV). 
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The priest Zechariah was busy one day,  

tending the temple and stopping to pray. 

 

He knew God had promised forgiveness of sin,  

Protection from outside and stillness within. 

 

And that gave him hope as he went on his way, 

Waiting with patience for that special day. 

 

Then what to his wondering eyes should appear but 

An angel from Heaven who said – ‘do not fear! 

 

I bring you great tidings for that day has come 

And you and your wife will give birth to a son. 

 

Your son will be special and he’ll clear the way,  

make ready the people without a delay. 

 

For Jesus is coming, the Saviour of all 

For He’s going to rescue the great and the small. 

 

And angel concluded – believe and don’t doubt –  

Just trust in the Lord because He’ll work it out.   

 

But poor Zechariah, he got so befuddled, 

His voice disappeared and his faith got all muddled. 

 

But soon he discovered that God keeps His Word, 

That we can believe all the things that we’ve heard. 

 

And we can have hope when others have none 

For God sent a treasure – our Saviour – His Son.   
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Love - Mary 

 

SAY: Today we light the candle of love.  (LIGHT LAST WEEK’S CANDLE AND ONE MORE PURPLE CANDLE). 

 

Luke 1:26-33 says: 

 

26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 

 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name 

was Mary. 

 28 The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." 

 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 

 30 But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 

 31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 

 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of 

his father David, 

 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 

 (Luk 1:26-33 NIV). 
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Mary was a simple girl, 

Not flashy or pretentious, 

You’d never think that she’d take part  

in something so momentous. 

 

But there the angel stood that day  

With news from God on high. 

“Fear not” he said “for you, my dear,  

Are favoured in God’s eyes. 

 

“In fact, He’s chosen you” he said 

To bear God’s only Son 

who’ll die to set His people free 

and save them one by one. 

 

And Mary said ‘Oh may it be 

To me as You have said, 

For God takes what’s impossible and 

Makes it work instead.’ 

 

She didn’t have a lot to give 

To serve the Lord above. 

But what she had, she’d freely give -  

She’d serve Him with her love. 

 

So Mary put her faith in God 

And trusted He knew best. 

She’d love this precious baby boy 

And let God do the rest. 

 

And that is something we can do 

To celebrate His birth 

To love and trust the Son of God  

And serve Him here on Earth. 
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Joy - Wise men 

 

SAY: Today we light the candle of joy. 

 

Matthew 2:1-11 says 

 

NIV  Matthew 2:1 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from 

the east came to Jerusalem 

 2 and asked, "Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and 

have come to worship him." 

 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

 4 When he had called together all the people's chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them 

where the Christ was to be born. 

 5 "In Bethlehem in Judea," they replied, "for this is what the prophet has written: 

 6 " 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out 

of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.' " 

 7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 

 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and make a careful search for the child. As soon as you find 

him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him." 

 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen in the east went 

ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. 

 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 

 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 

worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense 

and of myrrh (Mat 2:1-11 NIV). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

They said that we were crazy. 

They said it was bizarre - 

To travel half way ‘round the world 

Because we’d seen a star.   
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But it was written long ago 

That God would send a king 

To rule the world with righteousness 

And peace and justice bring 

 

So pairing two and two as one 

We headed for the door 

The three of us set out to see 

What this bright star was for.   

 

The journey took us far from home  

Into a foreign land 

Field and fountain moor and mountain 

Trampling through the sand. 

 

With every step I took I thought  

‘How joyous it will be 

When we arrive and find the King –  

What wonders we shall see!’ 

 

And so we came to Bethlehem 

And thought we’d stay the night. 

We watered all the animals  

and tucked them all in tight. 

 

And lo! Behold! Up in the sky! 

There was a brilliant glow 

To shine a light for all to see 

The treasure there below.  

 

And there we found Him – Christ the Lord! -  

Our hearts were filled with joy 

For we had found the Saviour King 

The newborn baby boy, 

 

So when you’re on this journey and 

Your steps are feeling slow 

Remember those three wise men 

And the joy that made them go -  

 

With every step you take, just think:  

‘How joyous it will be 

When we arrive and find the King –  

What wonders we shall see!’ 
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Peace – Shepherds – Week 4 

 

Today we light the candle of peace.  (Light all outer candles; just not the centre one).   

 

Luke 2:8-20 says -  

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 

 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 

 10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all 

the people. 

 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 

 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

 14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 

 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this 

child, 

 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 

 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 

 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 

which were just as they had been told. 

 (Luk 2:8-20 NIV). 
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It happened one evening when most were asleep  

It happened to shepherds protecting their sheep 

 

An angel appeared with a flash of bright light –  

The glory of God came and lit up the night 

 

The shepherds were frightened, alarmed and dismayed. 

The angel said “Listen guys, don’t be afraid. 

 

I’ve come with a message – good news and great joy –  

For God’s sent a Saviour – a new baby boy! 

 

He’s come with forgiveness for all who will hear 

To reconcile people to God far and near. 

 

Then suddenly – poof! - there appeared in the sky 

A choir of angels who praised the most High! 

 

Glory to God and to all who believe –  

God’s favour will rest on you this Christmas Eve. 

 

The shepherds, though frightened, took off right away 

To see this new baby asleep on the hay.   

 

And when they arrived their anxieties ceased, 

Their worries were stilled and their hearts filled with peace. 

 

‘Cause there they found Jesus and there they found rest 

They knew that in Jesus, their lives would be blessed. 

 

So when unexpected things happen to you, 

When life becomes hectic and difficult too, 

 

Just think of the shepherds and their midnight quest  

To be with the Saviour for peace and for rest. 
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Advent Hands - Catherine Alder 

 

I see the hands of Joseph.  

Back and forth along bare wood they move. 

There is worry in those working hands,  

sorting out confusing thoughts with every stroke. 

“How can this be, my beautiful Mary now with child?”   

Rough with deep splinters, these hands,  

small, painful splinters like tiny crosses  

embedded deeply in this choice to stay with her.  

He could have closed his hands to her,  

said, “No” and let her go to stoning. 

But, dear Joseph opened both his heart and hands 

to this mother and her child. 

Preparing in these days before  

with working hands  

and wood pressed tight between them. 

It is these rough hands that will open 

and be the first to hold the Child. 

 


