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As you might imagine, we have quite a few kids’ books around the house that tell that story.  

I’m a pastor and we have two kids, 5 and 7, and so it’s nice to have these books that retell the 

Christmas story. 

 

Often though, I get to the end of these books and think – but what does it all mean? 

 

Maybe I’m thinking too philosophically about a book meant for kids, but it often seems like the 

point of the story is that baby Jesus was born and some combination of sheep angels and wise 

med visited him. 

 

Is that what this is all about?  I mean, as you read the whole biblical account, it’s easy to get lost 

amongst the angels and the virgin and the shepherds and the star and this little town of 

Bethlehem.  What does it all mean?   

 

That’s what I want to explore with you tonight – what is Christmas all about?  All that we’ve 

read, all that we’ve heard, all that we’ve sung about – what does it all mean? 

 

I want to start to answer that by means of a little illustration.  Audience participation time!  

(Don’t worry, I won’t make you stand up).   

 

So think about this - think about someone that’s very special to you.  Ok, got them in your 

head?  Now, think about how you would show them that you loved them.  …  Got it? 

 

Now I asked the congregation here how they would show love to another person and as I 

poured over the responses, I found some really neat trends.  Out of the fifty answers I received, 

the most common response was ‘I would show someone I loved them by supporting them.’ ‘I 

would show someone I loved them by being there for them.’  And I think that’s great – that’s a 

really meaningful way to demonstrate love and I think that it says a lot about our community to 

know that that was the most common response.       

 

The next most common way to show someone you loved them was to give them gifts – ranging 

from quote “feed them” to this one – simply LAVISH GIFTS.  I don’t know who wrote that but 

I’m coming to your place for Christmas tomorrow ;)  

 

 Another very common response was to show love by spending time with them – going for 

coffee, going for a drive, just being with them.  And a common and related response was 

showing love by listening.  “I show love by always being ready to listen without interrupting.”  

 



Now there were a handful of people who said that they would show love by giving hugs and 

one person actually went a bit farther – ‘look into her eyes, give her a big hug and passionate 

kiss, and tell her you love her.’   

 

Again, another handful of people said that they showed love by visiting people who are elderly 

and not able for whatever reason to get out of the house.  That was really encouraging to me.   

 

And of course, we had a few unique responses – so for example – noogies and elbow drops 

(Joyce?), teasing them mercilessly, surprise them with a coffee or muffin, share cinnabon, call 

them names (nicely), doing the dishes without being asked and buying my wife a fishing pole.   

 

All great ways to show someone that you love them. 

 

Now, let me complicate things a little here – how would you show someone that you loved 

them… if you were in a fight with them?  Maybe they had told a lie about you.  Or taken credit 

for something that you did.  Or hurt you in some deep and meaningful way.  How would you 

show them love?  Would you show them love? 

 

See that’s the situation that God faced when he thought about all of us before that first 

Christmas.  He created each of us to be His children and His plan was to care for us with the 

warmth and love of a caring Father.   

 

But our instinct was to ignore Him or act as if He really didn’t matter.  We’ve sung a few songs 

tonight that talk about ‘sin’ and in our day in age, that just seems like such an outdated, archaic 

concept, but it’s not – this is the essence of sin - treating God like He didn’t matter or didn’t 

exist. 

 

And so whether we would admit it or not, we were in a fight with God.  A fight that we could 

not win.   

 

So God faced a choice – cut us lose and leave us to deal with the consequences of ignoring God 

ourselves, or somehow, deal with those consequences and restore our relationship with Him.   

 

He chose the second one.  He chose to deal with sin Himself and to bring us back into 

relationship with Him.   

 

The baby in the manger is step one in that plan. 

 

And in fact, all of this, the angels, Mary and Joseph, the virgin birth, the baby Jesus, this is how 

God showed His love for us.  Picture the nativity scene – everything that we’ve heard from the 

readers tonight and listen to this – 1 John 4:9-10 –  



 

This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 

might live through him.   

 

10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 

sacrifice for our sins (1Jo 4:9-10 NIV).   

 

We were in a fight with God, acting as if He didn’t matter or didn’t exist, and yet He still chose 

to show His love for us.  And Christmas is how He did it. 

 

He sent His one and only Son into the world, to experience life as a human being, to live a 

perfect life and to die on the Cross in our place, all to heal the relational wounds our sin had 

caused.  That’s what an atoning sacrifice is – an offering given to make things right.  We might 

call it a peace offering – you know you’ve done something to hurt someone else and you give 

them a peace offering to show that you know you were wrong and in order to show that you 

are sorry.  Jesus came to be our peace offering.   

 

On the Cross, He suffered the separation from God that our sins deserved, in order to restore 

us to God so he could be to us the loving, caring Father that He always intended to be.     

 

That’s why it’s so significant that the angel said what he did to Joseph – You are to give Him the 

name Jesus (literally YHWH saves) – because He will save His people from their sins (Matthew 

1:21).   

 

That’s why it’s such a big deal that the angels were singing – peace on earth, good will to men 

from Heaven’s all glorious king – because Heaven’s all glorious king had reached out to make 

peace with us, when we were at war with Him. 

 

This is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to make things right.  

This is how God showed his love among us – He sent His one and only Son into the world that 

we might live through Him.   

 

The apostle John, who wrote those words, also wrote one of the most famous verses in the 

Bible. 

 

"For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 

shall not perish but have eternal life. 

 

What does that mean to you? 

 

What does the Christmas story mean to you? 



 

Is the Christmas story – ‘just the Christmas story’ – where kids dress up like sheep and 

shepherds in bathrobes – or is the Christmas story something more – an active demonstration 

of God’s love for you.   

 

Think about that.   

 

All of this is displays God’s love for you – the baby in the manger, in the arms of strangers, 

growing up in the world that He Himself created, only to die on a cross so we could have life – 

that’s how much God loves you.   

 

I want to go back to our post it notes from earlier as I conclude – somebody really set me up 

well (come and see me after and I’ll give you a candy cane ;)  

 

This wrote – this is how you show someone you love them – you express your love through 

words and actions.  And that’s exactly what Christmas is all about.  God has used words to show 

us His love for us – it’s all written down in the Bible – and not only has He told us He loves, He 

has shown us His love, through His actions at Christmas.   

 

How will you respond?  Will you receive His love?  All it takes is to believe in Him.  To 

acknowledge: I’ve done wrong, and I’m sorry for it and I trust You Jesus to make things right. 

 

I know that many of us have already made that commitment, so we need to take it one step 

further. 

Will you grow in His love?  All it takes is to spend time with Him, getting to know Him in all His 

glory better.  

 

Will you express your love for God in both words and actions?   

 

Because this is what love looks like –  

 

Not true love’s kiss at the end of a Disney movie, not Romeo and Juliet, not the Bachelor in any 

of its iterations –  

 

This is what love looks like – He sent His one and only Son into the world that we might live 

through Him.   

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 

 



 

Benediction 

 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the angels, the 

eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace of the Christ child. 

Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 


