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OPENING 

 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth 

into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, 

 5 who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be 

revealed in the last time… 

 

 18 For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed 

from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 

 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. 

 20 He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 

Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and 

hope are in God. (1Pe 1:21 NIV). 

 (1Pe 1:3-20 NIV). 

 

Lord Jesus, we gather together to remember Your death which has brought us life.  We remember the 

Cross, we remember Your Crown, we remember the love that you have shown us by laying down Your 

life for us.   

 

Jesus, I confess that Good Friday is a bittersweet day for me because it reminds me of my sin – the sin 

for which You died.  It reminds me of the suffering You endured for me.  But it also reminds me of the 

saving power of Your blood – the unfailing commitment You have made to rescue us and give us new 

life.   

 

Jesus, make sin bitter to us and may Your redeeming strength become sweet in our hearts, so sweet 

that it lights our way and guides our paths.  Walk with us now through the valley of the shadow of death 

and lead us into everlasting life.  

 

Welcome to our Good Friday service here at Langford.  We’ll be reading together through Luke’s 

account of Jesus’ death with songs interspersed to give us time for reflection.  You can remain seated for 

those songs, but let’s stand together as we begin.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOOD FRIDAY MESSAGE 

 

Jesus told a story one day that’s quite helpful in thinking about all we’ve just heard. 

 

It went something like this: 

 

There was once a man who owned a very valuable vineyard.  The soil was fertile, there was lots of water 

available and it had just the right amount of sun and shade to help the grapes to grow sweet and 

delicious.  This was a very valuable vineyard.      

 

Now the man was responsible for many things and so he decided to entrust the vineyard to some 

people who could take care of it for him.  He found some people with no land of their own and invited 

them to live on HIS land, to farm it and tend to the vineyard and enjoy the harvest.  He asked them 

simply to share with him a portion of the harvest, since it was after all, his land.  This was a generous 

offer and the tenants took it.  They would take care of his land and share the harvest with him.   

 

So trusting that his vineyard was in good hands, the man went into another country, to attend to some 

other business.  And sure enough, the vineyard produced a great harvest – the soil and sun and water 

did the trick and before long, the tenants had more delicious grapes than they knew what to do with.  

They started to dream about all the things they would do with the money that they made from the 

grapes and the wine.   

 

And then one day a man showed up at the front gate.  A little confused, the tenant farmers went to see 

who he was and what he wanted.   

 

“I work for the owner of this vineyard” the man replied, “and I’ve come to collect his share of the 

harvest.” 

 

The tenant farmers looked at each other with disappointment.  If they gave any grapes to the owner of 

the vineyard, then they would have less grapes. 

 

So they attacked the visitor and started to beat him up.  The man tried to stand his ground but the 

farmers were too strong and he ultimately ran away empty handed.   

 

The tenant farmers smiled at each other contentedly.  “That went well.” 

 

Not long after that, another man appeared at the gate.   

 

“Who are you?” they asked.  “And what do you want?” 

 

“Well” said the man, “I work for the owner of this vineyard and I’ve come to collect his share of the 

harvest.” 

 



The tenant farmers weren’t too happy this time either.  They beat man up and treated him shamefully – 

one of the farmers even gave him a terrible wedgie – and they sent him away, empty handed.   

 

“That went well” they said. 

 

But not long after that, another man showed up at the gate of the vineyard.   

 

“Who are you?” the farmers asked.  “And what do you want?  Let me guess - you work for the owner of 

this place.” 

 

“As a matter of fact, yes” he replied, “I do and I’ve come to collect his share of the harvest.” 

 

“You know what to do boys” the farmers said, and they attacked him and wounded him and sent him 

away empty handed.   

 

“That went well” they said. 

 

Well, now the owner of the vineyard had a real problem on his hands.  He had sent one of his assistants, 

his accountant and his lawyer to collect the share of the harvest that was rightfully his and those tenants 

had abused every one of them.  It wasn’t unreasonable to expect that these farmers would share the 

produce of HIS land with him; the man had generously allowed them to use his land as if it was their 

own.  And they were trampling on his generosity.   

 

“I’ll give it one more shot” he thought and he decided to send his beloved son to collect the overdue 

rent.  “Surely they’ll respect my son” he said.  And so his son went down to the vineyard that he had 

actually helped his father to create.   

 

The tenant farmers saw the son approaching and said to one another – ‘that’s the heir of this vineyard – 

if we kill him, then we can take over the vineyard and make his inheritance ours.’   

 

And so they met him at the door, then threw him out of the vineyard and murdered him in cold blood.   

 

“Now” Jesus said.  “What do you suppose the owner of the vineyard will do when he hears what they 

have done to his beloved son?”  It will not go well for them.  “The owner will come and kill those tenants 

and give the vineyard to others."  That’s what their actions deserve.   

 

When the people heard this, they gasped and said, "May this never be!" (Luke 20:16 NIV).  “Oh that this 

would never happen.” 

 

But it did happen.  At least in part. 

 

There was a man who planted a vineyard – that’s God.  In the beginning, God created the Heavens and 

Earth.  He made mangos and sunsets; He made grapes and celery and coffee beans – and He made 

human beings to care for it all.  We were nothing but then God made us the stewards of His creation.   



 

But Adam and Eve decided that they didn’t want to TAKE CARE of the Garden; they wanted it for 

themselves.  They didn’t want to serve God; they wanted to BE God.   

 

And each of us has followed in their footsteps.   

 

Every time we put our will before God’s, 

Every time we ignore His Word,  

Every time we hurt a fellow human being made in His image, 

Every time we treat Jesus as less than the beloved Son of God, 

 

We are acting like the tenants.  We are resisting God and trampling on His generosity.   

 

And so, God would be well within His rights to come in and bust some heads, wouldn’t He?  As I thought 

about this parable, I kept thinking about how *I* would respond if treated so unfairly and I gotta say, my 

immediate instinct would be to exact justice.  To get in there and kick some butt.  They deserve it. 

 

But this is where the parable diverges from real life.  This is where God is infinitely more gracious than 

me. 

 

Instead of holding us accountable for our sin, God sent His beloved Son to pay for our sin instead.  

Instead of kicking our butt, He offered us grace.  That’s how deeply God loves us.  That’s what’s so good 

about Good Friday.   

 

God gave His Son as the ransom for sin so He could treat sinners as daughters and sons.   

 

Instead of coming in and wiping us out like the owner in the parable, God showed just how gracious He 

is.  Justice demanded that the debt of our sin be repaid, but God so loved each one of us that He opted 

to repay that debt Himself.  He didn’t send His Son to collect what was owed – that was a debt we could 

never repay.  But instead He sent His Son to pay off the debt so that He could offer us forgiveness and 

treat us the way that Jesus deserved.   

 

God allowed Him to be treated the way we deserved so that He could treat us the way Jesus deserved.   

 

Jesus didn’t deserve to die on the Cross – He was 100% faithful in everything and every way.  I 

remember last year’s Good Friday service – we got to the place where Jesus was crucified and Ben 

blurted out – ‘but what did Jesus ever do?’ and he’s entirely right.  Jesus was entirely innocent.  Even the 

thief on the Cross knew that.  “We deserve what’s happening to us but not Him!”  Jesus deserved 

nothing but the Father’s whole hearted love and unfailing acceptance.   

 

And yet He willingly went to the Cross, the sinless sacrifice, to pay the debt that - my sin, that your sin, 

that the sin of every one who has lived and will live - incurred.   

 



All so that God could love us and treat us as His Son deserved – so that God could love us and treat us as 

His sons and daughters.   

 

Isaiah had it exactly right - 5 … he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 

the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

 

God gave His Son as the ransom for sin so He could treat us as daughters and sons.   

 

Now if you are here this morning, then you probably already know that.  You’ve probably already 

trusted Jesus sacrifice on the Cross and turned your back on sin and fixed your eyes on Christ.  You’ve 

probably already committed to denying yourself, taking up the Cross, and following Jesus.  So let’s talk 

together about what this means for our day to day lives. 

 

First, if you have put your faith in Jesus, then you are a child of God and God sees you the same way He 

sees His Son - remember the Transfiguration?  What did God say about Jesus?  ‘This is my beloved Son, 

in whom I am well pleased.’  As children of God, God says that about you.  God delights in you.  God 

loves you as boundlessly as He loves Jesus.  Nothing can ever change that.  The Father loves you with an 

unfailing love.  Let that shape who you are.   

 

And second, we are sons and daughters of God, so let’s act like sons and daughters, and not like tenants.  

It’s very easy for us to act as if that old hymn went ‘This is my _____ Father’s world.’  ‘This is our Father’s 

world.’  So let us live in it as He did.  Let us love one another as He did.  And let us fix our hearts on being 

His faithful children. 

 

Let’s pray.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LORD’S SUPPER 

 

Sixteen hundred years ago, another pastor said almost the same thing as I just did.  Here’s how he put it: 

 

Listen to the Lord’s appeal: “In me, I want you to see your own body, your members, your heart, your 

bones, your blood. You may fear what is divine, but why not love what is human? You may run away 

from me as the Lord, but why not run to me as your Father? Perhaps you are filled with shame for 

causing my bitter passion. Do not be afraid. This cross inflicts a mortal injury, not on me, but on death. 

These nails no longer pain me, but only deepen your love for me. I do not cry out because of these 

wounds, but through them I draw you into my heart. My body was stretched on the cross as a symbol, 

not of how much I suffered, but of my all-embracing love. The same is shown by the shedding of my 

blood: it is the price I have paid for your ransom. So come, return to me and learn to know me as your 

Father, who repays good for evil, love for injury, and boundless charity for piercing wounds” (Peter 

Chrysologus). 

 

Bell, James Stuart. Awakening Faith: Daily Devotions from the Early Church (Kindle Locations 2112-

2119). Zondervan. Kindle Edition. 

 

If you know God as your Father, Jesus as your Saviour, then you are welcome at this table.   

Hans and Iriss will pass the bread and the cup in turn; hold onto them and we will receive them 

together.  These are precious reminders of our Lord and Saviour so if you have not committed yourself 

to Him, please just let them pass by. 

 

Let’s pray.   

 

PRAYER 

 

Lord Jesus, when You say ‘this is my Body, which is for You,’ You aren’t fooling around, are you?  Your 

body was broken, instead of ours; your sacrifice paid for our sins.  Thank You.  We don’t come lightly 

Lord, as so as we come to You, we pause to examine our own hearts and confess the ways that we have 

fallen short of Your glory.  Take a moment for that now. 

 

It is incredible, Lord, to think that every one of those sins have been removed from us as far as the east 

is from the west – but that’s exactly what you have done.  9 If we confess our sins, you are faithful and 

just to forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. (1Jo 1:9 NIV).  So forgive our sin and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness, all because You gave Your body for us.  We pray all of these things 

in Your name, Jesus, Amen. 

 

TAKE THE ELEMENTS 

On the night that Jesus was betrayed, Luke tells us, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 

it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." (Luk 22:19 NIV). 

 

PRAYER 

Let’s pray. 



 

Lord Jesus, when You say ‘this cup is the New Covenant in my blood, poured out for you’ – You’re not 

fooling around, are you?  Your precious blood seals the New Covenant, Your unfailing commitment to 

us, to write Your Law on our hearts that we may all love you and obey you.  Jesus, we thank you for the 

grace that You have shown to us and we ask You to help us extend that grace to others.  Amen.   

 

TAKE THE ELEMENTS 

20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

which is poured out for you. (Luk 22:20 NIV). 

 

 

BENEDICTION 

 

From the book of Revelation –  

 

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” (Let it be so). Come, Lord Jesus! The 

grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. 


