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The ultimate Passover * Luke 22 
October 23, 2016 * Langford Community Church * Graham Gladstone 
 
On the eve of Passover from close to the time of the afternoon offering, no one must eat until 
nightfall.  Even the poorest person in Israel must not eat [on the night of Passover] unless he 
reclines [for eating standing up implies slavery].  And they must give him no fewer than four 
cups of wine… 
 
They pour the first cup of wine and the head of the house recites a blessing for the day and a 
blessing over the wine. 
 
Then they set the food before him.  He dips the lettuce before he reaches the course following 
the [unleavened] bread.   
 
They pour a second cup of wine… and here the son questions his father.  Why is this night 
different from all other nights?  On all other nights, we eat leavened bread but on this night, we 
eat only unleavened breat.  On all other nights, we eat all kinds of vegetables, but on this night, 
we eat only bitter herbs.  On all other nights, we eat meat roasted, stewed or boiled, but on this 
night, we eat only roasted meat.  And according to the son’s intelligence, the father instructs 
him.  He begins answering questions with the account of Israel’s shame and concludes with 
Israel’s glory…  He recounts how we had been enslaved in Egypt and how the LORD brought us 
out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. (Deut 26:5-10). 
 
Rabbi Gamaliel used to say: Whoever does not mention these three things on Passover does 
not discharge his duty, and these are they:  the Passover-offering, unleavened bread and bitter 
herbs.  [The] Passover-offering is offered because the Omnipresent One passed over the houses 
of our ancestors in Egypt.  Unleavened bread is eaten because our ancestors were redeemed 
from Egypt.  The bitter herb is eaten because the Egyptians embittered the lives of our 
ancestors in Egypt.  
 
In every generation a person must regard himself as though he personally had gone out of 
Egypt… 
 
Therefore, it is our duty to thank, praise, laud, glorify, exalt, honour, bless, extol and adore Him 
who performed all these miracles for our ancestors and us; He brought us forth from bondage 
into freedom, from sorrow into joy, from mourning into festivity, from darkness into great light, 
and from servitude into redemption.  Therefore, let us say before Him, Hallelujah!   
 
They mix a third cup; he blesses the meal.  The fourth cup is concluded with the Hallel psalms 
which he says with the concluding blessing. 
 
(http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Pesachim.10?lang=en) 
 

http://www.sefaria.org/Mishnah_Pesachim.10?lang=en
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With these words, Jewish people through the ages have celebrated the Passover, formally 
remembering how God delivered them from Egypt and made them His people.  The words that 
I just read are a part of the formal Passover service, the way that the formal communion 
services starts ‘The Lord be with you – and also with you.  Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up 
to the Lord.’   
 
As surely as you knew to respond ‘and also with you,’ Jesus disciples’ knew how the Passover 
would go, they knew that Jesus (as the head of the family) would explain the significance of 
certain symbols and of the Passover itself.  They knew that one of them would ask Jesus ‘Why is 
this night different from all the others?’ but they would never has guessed how Jesus would 
respond.  “This Passover is different, because I am about to die, to fulfill the Passover.”  
Understanding the Passover will deepen our appreciation of what Jesus did at the Last Supper.   
 
Let’s see that in action – Luke 22 -  
 
Join me at Luke 22, starting at verse 7  
Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed (Luk 
22:7 NIV). 
 
So… it’s Passover. 
The fact that it is Passover is a crucial piece of information.  Why?  What was Passover all 
about? 
 
Passover was a great time of expectation and anticipation, kind of like Christmas is in our 
culture, where the Jewish people would celebrate how God had delivered them out of slavery 
and made them His people.  The Feast of Unleavened bread stretched out seven days before 
and culminated in the Passover meal.   
 
You’ve heard how the Passover liturgy would point to specific symbols – unleavened bread, 
bitter herbs, and a Passover lamb.  They would talk about how Pharaoh dragged his feet in 
letting the people go; he had every opportunity to heed God’s demand, but he resisted, so God 
sent plague after plague until He finally pulled out all the stops.  He said He would unleash a 
destroying angel, to go through Egypt, and strike down every firstborn, in every house.   
 
He also gave Israel a way to escape from the destruction - take a lamb, one per family, kill it, 
roast it, eat it, and put some of its blood on the tops and sides of the door frames where they 
ate.  The destroyer would then pass over that house, sparing all those inside.  But if you weren’t 
covered by that blood, it wasn’t a dead lamb in your house, but a dead son. In the wake of the 
destroyer, Pharaoh ultimately gave the order to send the slaves out.  God freed Israel at the 
first Passover. 
 
Now from then on, Israel was obliged to celebrate the Passover, to commemorate this fact that 
God had reached in and delivered them – here’s Exodus 12 –  
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13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are; and when I see the blood, I 
will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 
 14 "This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as 
a festival to the LORD--a lasting ordinance. 
 
So through the years, the Jewish people commemorated this event – Passover was the time for 
Hebrew people to remember that God has delivered them from slavery and death, and had 
given them life through the blood of a Lamb.   
 
That event, that conviction, forms the backdrop for what Jesus is about to do.   
 
Verse 8 -  
 
8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, "Go and make preparations for us to eat the Passover." 
 9 "Where do you want us to prepare for it?" they asked. 
 10 He replied, "As you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to 
the house that he enters, 
 11 and say to the owner of the house, 'The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I 
may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 
 12 He will show you a large upper room, all furnished. Make preparations there." (Luk 22:8-12 
NIV). 
13 They left and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared the Passover. (Luk 
22:13 NIV). 
 
Now this is a really neat little account.  The disciples go, they find a man with a jar of water, 
which is odd since women usually carry jars of water, men apparently culturally used leather 
pouches, so this man must be a servant and I’ve always heard it explained that this is an 
example of Jesus’ supreme foreknowledge –  
 
Jesus was God, so He just knew that there would be a man  
And not just a man, but a man with a jar of water  
and not just a man with a jar of water but a man with a jar of water who was a servant of a man 
who had a large upper room  
and not just a man with a jar of water who was a servant of a man who had a large upper room 
but a man with a jar of water who was a servant of a man who had a large upper room that was 
furnished and ready and available to Jesus and His disciples.  That’s impressive.  And it is 
entirely possible.   
 
But I discovered this week that scholars are pretty evenly divided on it and I discovered that as 
far back as the late 300’s, some believers had a different explanation.  And it’s this.  Look in 
your Bible to the beginning of chapter 22.  What’s just happened?  One of Jesus’ inner circle has 
just agreed to betray Him and he is actively looking for an opportunity to turn Jesus over to the 
authorities when there’s no one around – v.2 they were afraid of the people – and so v. 6 Judas 
was on the look out for a chance to betray Jesus when no crowd was present… like say at a 
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Passover meal, when it’s only your family group gathered together and when everybody else is 
busy doing their Passover, with their family group.   
 
Jesus knows that what’s going to happen at THIS Passover is so important that it cannot be 
interrupted – and so He makes arrangements with the home owner in advance and sets up this 
situation with the man with the water jar to prevent Judas from knowing where they were 
going and alerting the authorities.  Cyril of Alexandria (375-444) wrote for example – “Jesus 
gives a sign to prevent Judas from learning who the man was and running to tell those who had 
hired him” and many of my commentaries make a similar point.   
 
I’m not sure that we have enough information to make an absolutely conclusive decision either 
way, but this much is clear - Jesus is 100% in charge here.  This Passover will unfold explicitly 
under His control, exactly as He intends it.   
 
Verse 14 –  
 
14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table.  (This is a part of Passover 
tradition – you recline, like a free person would, not stand like a slave would) 
 15 And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 
 16 For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God." 
 
This is a really striking statement – for two reasons.  First, Jesus makes clear that He is about to 
suffer – in v. 15 – I have wanted to share this Passover with you before I suffer.  So He’s going 
to suffer 
Second – look really closely at v. 16 – I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the 
Kingdom of God – until what finds fulfillment?  The Passover.  “I will not eat it again until the 
Passover finds fulfillment in the Kingdom of God.”  Jesus has introduced a striking reality – the 
Passover, amazing as it is, is not complete.  It has yet to be fulfilled. And Jesus knows that His 
suffering will have everything to do with its fulfillment. 
 
Verses 17-18 – I will not EAT again until the Passover is fulfilled – and … 17 
 
17 After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you. 
 18 For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." 
 (Luk 22:17-18 NIV). 
 
Now some people are a little confused by this cup because if you look down to verse 20, there 
is a second cup, the one that we know as a communion cup.  Isn’t this the Lord’s Supper, which 
goes ‘bread, then cup,’ ‘not cup, then bread, then cup?’   
 
Well, this IS the Supper of our Lord, but it’s a Passover supper, and as you heard in the Passover 
liturgy that I read at the beginning, there are four cups of wine in the ceremony.  Jesus is simply 
following the Passover order of service and verse 17 is one of those cups of wine.   
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At this point, I’m sure that Jesus has recounted the Passover lamb, whose blood protected the 
Israelites, I’m sure He’s recounted the bitter herbs of oppression and the unleavened bread 
that symbolizes the speed with which God delivered them.  I’m sure He has led his disciples in 
praising God for delivering them.   
 
But now in verse 19, Jesus goes off script.  This is why Judas couldn’t know where they were 
going, why authorities couldn’t interrupt them. 
 
Jesus is about to explain that He is the Passover Lamb, that His death will deliver God’s people – 
He was about to fulfill the Passover.   
 
Verse 19 - And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my 
body given for you; do this in remembrance of me." 
 
Like the Lamb, given to deliver the Israelites from death, Jesus was about to give His Body to 
deliver God’s people from death.  The Passover lamb died in the place of the firstborn son; this 
is a picture of the Passover’s fulfillment – Jesus – our Passover lamb – died in our place to give 
us life.   
 
Why did Jesus die in our place?  Because we were in slavery to sin.  We had abandoned God 
and became entangled in the pursuit of self, enslaved to sin.  This made us enemies of God, 
deserving death.  But God in His mercy provided for us a Passover Lamb – a lamb to die so we 
would live – and here he is in verse 19 saying – my body is given for you, broken in your place.  
Never forget. 
 
And verse 20 – “In the same way, after supper, He took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new 
covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.’” 
 
The Old Covenant was all wrapped up in the original Passover – God delivered Israel, took them 
to Sinai and gave them the covenant – that is – He committed to being their God and in the 
Law, He showed them what a life worthy of this great redemption looked like.  And yet Israel 
always fell short of this Law that was outside of them and so through Jeremiah, God promised 
to give a New Covenant – where the Laws would not be written on tablets of stone, to show 
how far short we fall, but in our hearts, to give us a desire to keep the Law.  And at the heart of 
the New Covenant was this promise - "… I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their 
sins no more." 
 
In verse 20, Jesus announces that the New Covenant is about to take effect.  When Jesus dies in 
our place, His blood will seal the New Covenant, extending forgiveness to all who respond.   
 
Do you see what has just happened?  Jesus has affirmed the Passover meal and God’s act of 
deliverance but He has taken it a step – His death on the Cross will fulfill the Passover.  What 
God did at the first Passover, He was about to do again, times a million! 
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Here’s the big idea –  
Jesus is the ultimate Passover dying in our place to forgive our sin.   
Jesus is the ultimate Passover dying in our place to forgive our sin.   
 
What God did through the lamb on a national level, freeing Israel from slavery in Egypt, 
God is about to do through Jesus on a spiritual, world wide level, freeing people from slavery to 
sin. 
 
Like the lamb who died who that the first born wouldn’t, 
Jesus was about to die in our place, so that we could live forever.   
 
And while the blood of bulls inaugurated the Old Covenant, 
Jesus poured out His blood to seal the New Covenant, promising the forgiveness of sin to all 
who would receive it. 
 
Jesus is the ultimate Passover who died in our place to forgive our sin. 
 
As Paul says, “For Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed” (1 Cor 5:7).   
 
Have you claimed that for yourself?  Have you trusted that Jesus died in your place to forgive 
your sin?   
The ultimate Passover had world-wide, ever reaching power, but you need to receive it, just as 
the Israelites had to actively put the blood on their doorframes.   
 
If you haven’t, I want to invite you to trust that Jesus died in your place to forgive your sin.  I 
want to invite you to confess your need for forgiveness, knowing that God will hear that prayer, 
and on the basis of Jesus’ Passover sacrifice, deliver you into freedom.   
 
Have you allowed that reality to shape who you are?  If you have, then you are welcome at the 
Table.   
 
Let’s pray. 
 
As we come to the Table, I’d like to reflect with you on this fact, that Jesus is the ultimate 
Passover, who died in our place to forgive our sin. If you have received that truth, you are 
welcome to share in this meal.   
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THE BREAD – interpretive words –  
 
As the ultimate Passover, Jesus gave His body for us – He died so that we could live forever.  He 
was a perfect lamb, with blemish or defect, worth as Peter says in His first letter much more 
than silver or gold.  And yet He gave it all that we might live.  As you receive the bread, reflect 
on how Jesus’ death has given you life.   
 
Let’s pray. 
 
19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body 
given for you; do this in remembrance of me." 
 
 
THE CUP – interpretive words – prayer 
 
As the ultimate Passover, Jesus poured out His blood for us, sealing the New Covenant, 
forgiving our sin, and writing the Law not on stone tablets, but on our hearts.  As you receive 
the cup, reflect on the reality that God’s grace not only forgives our sin, but empowers us for 
faithful living.   
 
Let’s pray. 
 
 20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, which is poured out for you (Luk 22:19-20 NIV). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


